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RESERVES SEE 


AS THE withdrawal of the Royal Marines from the campaign 
against terror in Afghanistan was announced last month, 
ideas for rapid reaction forces of Reservists to deal with what 
are now being described as “asymmetric” attacks on the UK 
were being discussed at the Ministry of Defence. 


While the Royal Navy will continue its 
patrols in the Gulf region, the changed 
nature of the security threat, with the 
deployment by terrorists of chemical, 
bilogical, radiological or even nuclear 
devices against the civilian population 
could, it is argued, involve the Reserves 
taking on an extra role in home defence 
and security. 

As part of a “new chapter” to the 
Government’s Strategic Defence Review, 
Reaction Forces of around 500 Volunteer 
Reserves could be established in each region 
of the UK, able to be called upon at short 
notice to help police and civil authorities in 
■.in impending or actual crisis”. 

The Army's regional brigade areas would gen¬ 
erally be used to this end - but there might be 
areas, depending on the numbers of personnel 
available, where the Royal Navy would take the 
lead-individuals, who could be from any of the 
Volunteer Reserves of the Royal Navy, Royal 
Marines, Army or Royal Air Force, would remain 
with their parent units and train as normal for 
their current roles, but would be earmarked as 
being available for the Reaction Forces if 
required. 

Tasks for the Forces could include reconnais¬ 
sance. assistance with mass casualties, site search 


and clearance, transport and communications, the 
operation of water and feeding points and control 
of movement of large numbers of the public at the 
request of the civil police. 

“We do not rule out being faced with a situation 
that requires the compulsory mobilisation for 
home defence and security tasks of Volunteer 
Reserve units in the role for which they regularly 
train, at the same time as or following an emcr- 

f ency that required the deployment of a Reaction 
bree." 

Reservists arc invited to send their own views 
on their employment in home defence and securi¬ 
ty to The Director, reservers Forces and Cadets 
(Reserves Consultation), MOD Room 711A. St 
Giles Court. 1-13 St Giles High Street. London 
WC2H XLD by Friday. September 13, 2002, or by 
email to: 

drfc-consultation(<i defence.mod.uk. 

Command of the International Security 
Assistance Force in Afghanistan has now been 
handed over to Turkey. 

The Royal Marines* withdrawal, comprising 
1,700 members of 45Cdo, was set to begin by July 
4 and, subject to operational demands, should be 
complete by the end of the month. In a statement 
to the House of Commons. Defence Secretary 
Geoff Hoon praised their crucial role in securing 
Afghanistan's future. 

“The drawdown will enable us to rest and 

o Turn to page 3 


Absolutely 
fabulous 
day fop 
Joanna 
and Frank 

Ab Fab star Joanna Lumley 
joins Cadet Frank Gillette of 
Stoke Newington unit TS Stoke 
to welcome the Queen to the 
Golden Jubilee Awards ceremo¬ 
ny at the Royal Academy of 
Arts. See also page 12. 

Picture: David Ellis 
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BANDIT’S BACK! 


BY popular demand, HMS Ark Royal’s POA(AH) ‘Bandit’ Berryman makes a return 
appearance in Navy News , getting in the right spirit for the carrier’s visit to Alicante. 

After the Ark and RFA Argus tied up alongside, Bandit’s biggest problem was, 
which of the millionaires’ yachts was going to host him on board for cocktails? 

Pictures: POA(PHOT) Dave Coombs 


Winchman in 
race against 
ime honoured 

FOR his courage in a rescue mission in “appalling” weather 600 miles 
south of Cape Horn a Navy helicopter winchman has been awarded one 
of the Marine Society’s highest honours. 




Freedom in Northern Ireland 


FREEDOM of the Borough of 
Newtownabbey, Co Antrim has 
been conferred upon "the 
Royal Navy, the Royal Marines, 
their Reserves and Assoc¬ 
iations’’ - the first time such an 
honour has been bestowed 
upon the whole Service within 
Northern Ireland. 

On their behalf, at a ceremony at 
Mossley Mill the Flag Officer 
Scotland, Northern England and 
Northern Ireland, Rear Admiral 
Derek Anthony, accepted the free¬ 
dom from the Mayor of 
Newtownabbey, Aid Vera McWill- 
iam. 

It reflects the close relationship 
that the staff of the Senior Naval 
Officer Northern Ireland and the 
ships of the Northern Ireland 
Squadron have built up with many 
bodies and associations across the 
province. 

The SNONI guard and platoon 
were joined on parade by represen¬ 
tatives of the Royal Naval 
Associations from both sides of the 
border, the RNR from HMS 
Caroline, the RMA, RN 
Submariners Association, WRNS 
Association, Maritime Volunteer 
Service, Merchant Navy 
Association, Sea Cadets and CCF. 

Music was provided by the Band 
of the Royal Marines (Scotland) and 
current and former Servicemen and 
women were entertained at an 
evening function following the 
parade. 

• Mayor of Newtownabbey Aid 
Vera McWilliam inspects the SNONI 



On January 25 2001 PO(A) 
Stephen Paris-Hunter flew out 
from the ice patrol ship HMS 
Endurance in response to a 
maydav from a yacht in 
Drakc f s Passage with a 
comatose diabetic on board. 

The yacht was at the extremity 
of the ship's Lynx helicopter’s 
range and after a journey of 130 
miles it only had fuel enough for 
20 minutes on task. 

Paris-Hunter and the shin’s doc¬ 
tor were lowered to the deck of the 
yacht “with great difficulty” at the 
full 100ft extremity of the winch 
cable. 

Then, with only five min¬ 
utes of "on task” time left, 
the cable became entangled 
in the yacht's aft communi¬ 
cations mast. 

“With no regard for his person¬ 
al safety while pitching dangerous¬ 
ly over icy seas, LA Paris-Hunter 
immediately sealed the mast and 
feed the tangled winch wire. 

“Had he gone overboard, his 
chances of survival would have 
been virtually nil and had he not 
succeeded, the helicopter would 
have been forced to cut the winch 
cable so curtailing the rescue 
attempt and leaving the two res¬ 
cuers stranded on the yacht.” 

With the winch cable cleared, 
the doctor and Paris-Hunter were 
retrieved from the yacht and the 
helicopter made for a Chilean 
research station 70 miles away to 
refuel. Sadly, the doctor had 
declared the sick crew member to 
be dead. 

At the Marine Society’s 230th 
Annual Court LA Paris-Hunter 
received the Thomas Gray Silver 
Medal from First Sea Lord 
Admiral Sir Nigel Essenhigh, who 
stressed the vital working relation¬ 
ship between the RN and the 
Merchant Navy in an increasingly 
unstable world. 
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Emma in early bloom 


AMONG a selection of British pictures for sale at 
Sotheby's on July 4 is this Portrait Study of Emma 
Hamilton as Miranda by George Romney (1734- 
1802). 

Emma was 21 when it was made for Romney’s enormous 
depiction of the drama of the first act of Shakespeare’s 
The Tempest , the largest painting he ever completed. 

This was destroyed in the 1950s and only a few heavily 
restored fragments survive. 


Remembered today as Nelson’s mistress and mother of 
his daughter Horatia, Emma in her youth was a famous 
beauty and one of Romney’s favourite models. She sat for 
him for several sketches of Miranda before her departure 
for Naples in March 1786, 12 years before she began her 
affair with the hero of the Nile. 

This one is estimated at £20-30,000. In January this year 
Sotheby’s achieved a new world record for Romney when 
Portrait of Mary , Mrs Sullivan sold for £539,380. 

□ Nelson’s Triumphal Progress - see page 39 


Close combat ban 


stays 



force for 


ROYAL MARINES 
WERE 'LED IN 


EXEMPLARY 
FASHION', 
SAYS HOON 


• From page one 


Navy women, 
rules MOD 


reconstitute our forces for future 
contingencies,” he said. 

“After consultation with the 
United States and our other 
Coalition partners about the chal¬ 
lenges and likely tasks ahead, I 
have concluded that there is no 
need to replace 45 Cdo immedi¬ 
ately. 

“We will, however, retain stores 
in Afghanistan to enable an even 
more rapid deployment than the 
initial one should that be 
required.” 

A Tomahawk missile-armed 
submarine presence as well as 
ships, aircraft and elements of 
other forces in Afghanistan and 
the region would continue to be 
maintained - including elements 
of 40 Cdo where they had played a 
vital role in helping to secure and 
protect the airfield at Bagram. 

“This reduction in numbers 
docs not mean a reduction in our 
commitment either to Afghanistan 
or the campaign against interna¬ 
tional terrorism,” said Mr Hoon. 

“In fact, it is proof of our will¬ 
ingness to keep up military action 
for as long as it takes. 

“This is not a conventional cam¬ 
paign. It will vary in tempo and 
location. 

“The United Kingdom has 
forces with capabilities that few 
can match. That is why we must 
use them where they can do the 
most good.” 

Task Force Jacana, the 1.700 
strong battlegroup formed around 
45Cdo at the request of the United 
States, had involved: 

• Destroying 28 bunkers and 
caves. 

• Flying over 1,000 helicopter 
sorties. 

• Finding and destroying 
45,(XK) rounds of munitions 

• Significant humanitarian 
assistance work in its area of oper¬ 
ations. including the distribution 
of 1.100 blankets and over nine 
tonnes of wheat. 

“Jacana has been led in an 
exemplary fashion from the very 
start. Brig Roger Lane has done 
an Lwtstanding job in leading his 
troops in four demanding opera¬ 
tions through rugged, high-alti¬ 
tude terrain which has been as 
tough as any that British units 
have had to tackle in recent mem¬ 
ory. 

“Those who carp about the ‘lack 
of action’ do so from a position of 
ignorance about the nature of war¬ 
fare. That is one thing, it is quite 
another to wish that they had 
come under fire, which appears to 
have been the hope of some arm¬ 
chair commentators in recent 
weeks...” 




CLOSE combat roles will remain closed to women in the Armed Forces, fol¬ 
lowing a two-year study by the Ministry of Defence. Meanwhile Capt Pip 
Tattersall of the Adjutant General’s Corps has become the first woman to 
complete the Royal Marines All Arms Commando Course (see back page). 


The MOD’s report. Women 
in the Armed Forces, concluded 
that the capacity for aggression 
was ‘‘generally lower” for 
women, who required more 

f jrovocation and were “more 
ikely to fear consequences of 
aggressive behaviour”. 

So women still may not serve in 
the Royal Marines General 
Service while for health reasons 
they still may not serve in sub¬ 
marines or as mine clearance 
divers. 

But in announcing his decision 
Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon 
said women played “an important 
and valuable part in the Armed 
Forces, including in many chal¬ 
lenging and dangerous roles that 
carry immense responsibility”. 

“Many of these arc frontline 
roles such as flying fighter jets and 
serving on ships,” he said. 

“Following an extensive and 
thorough examination of a com- 
rehensive body of evidence, I 
ave decided that it would not be 
in the interests of operational 
effectiveness to open these close 
combat roles to women. 

“We remain committed to 
ensuring that women play a full 
and active part in defending 
Britain’s interests. 

“Under the conditions of a high 
intensity, close-quarter battle, 
group cohesion becomes of much 
greater significance to team per¬ 
formance and, in such an environ¬ 
ment, failure can have far-reach¬ 
ing and grave consequences. To 
admit women, therefore, would 
involve a risk without any offset¬ 
ting gains in terms of combat 
effectiveness.” 

Chief of the Defence Staff 
Admiral Sir Michael Boyce said: 

“Over recent years, the Armed 
Forces have made a huge amount 
of progress in becoming a more 
inclusive employer. 

“The wide range of 
opportunities which now 
exists for women in our 
Armed Forces would have 
been inconceivable as little 
as 20 years ago. The high 
quality of our women’s con¬ 
tribution is as valued as 
that of their male counter¬ 
parts. 

“I lowever, the roles which were 
covered by the research work are 


particularly unique. 

“Operational effectiveness is at 
the heart of this decision. The 
roles that we are talking about arc 
those where our personnel would 
be deployed on face-to-face com¬ 
bat with the enemy and this is not 
something that can be trialed. 

“We need to ensure that our 
people are afforded the maximum 
chance of success and the mini¬ 
mum risk to losing life. 

“1 and my fellow Chiefs of Staff 
have therefore concluded that it 
would be irresponsible to experi¬ 
ment by placing women in these 
roles.” 

In a separate message. Admiral 
Boyce said the study included a 
survey of the scientific literature 
available, a review of the physical 
selection standards for recruits, an 
opinion survey conducted among 
the Armed Forces and their fami¬ 
lies, and the results of a field sur¬ 
vey to explore the impact of mixed 
gender teams on cohesion and 
military performance. 

“The decision that close combat 
roles should remain closed to 
women arises out of the overriding 
need to maintain combat effec¬ 
tiveness. 

“The key issue is whether the 
inclusion of women in close com¬ 
bat teams could affect adversely 
the combat effectiveness of those 
teams in the high intensity direct 
fire battle. 

“In conditions short of 
warfighting, mixed gender 
teams work. What nobody 
knows is how such teams 
would behave under the 
extreme conditions of close 
combat. 

“None of our NATO allies has 
recent experience of deploying 
women in high intensity close 
combat.The experience of other 
countries, such as the former 
Soviet Union and Israel, did not 
provide anv useful evidence for 
taking the debate forward and nei¬ 
ther country currently employs 
women in such roles. 

“If we were to do so, it would 
therefore be an experiment, and 
we cannot justify the grave risk 
that this might entail just for the 
sake of experiment.” 

□ Women in the Armed Forces 
may be found on the MOD web¬ 
site at ww w.mod.uk 




- Jessica in 
full flight 


Pop Idol’ Jessica Garlick arrives on board HMS 
Chatham at Tallinn, Estonia to record the UK entry in 
the European Song Contest - this year won by 
neighbouring Baltic state Latvia. Estonia, last year’s 
winner, came third. We came fourth. 

As reported last month, the Type 22 frigate was 
there to take part in Exercise BALTOPS for the NATO 
Partnership for Peace programme, launched at the 
1994 Brussels summit to promote defence co-opera¬ 
tion between NATO and partner nations. See also 
page 26. 
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Mountain 
team aids 
stricken 
tourist 

SAILORS from the destroyer 
HMS Nottingham not only 
climbed the highest peak in 
south-east Asia - they also 
managed to get in a bit of res¬ 
cue work on the way. 

The team of 15 - including the 
ship’s Commanding Officer. Cdr 
Richard Farrington - scaled Ml 
Kinabalu to watch the sunrise 
from the 4,095-mctre summit. 

( lose to the summit the group, 
led by CPO Billy Fowler, found a 
Swedish tourist who was suffering 
from serious dehydration. 

The Nottingham team, prompt¬ 
ed by the ship’s doctor. Surg Lt 
Gareth Wild, administered the 
necessary first aid action. 

The expedition was organised 
by Lt Jon Pollard, Adventurous 
Training Officer. 

Nottingham was in Kota 
Kinabalu in the middle of a series 
of defence exercises with regional 
forces. 

She had already spent six days 
in the Thai port of Khlong Toey, 
where her visit coincided with that 
by Defence Secretai) Geoff Hoon. 

Mr Hoon, who is an MP 
for a Nottingham con¬ 
stituency, attended a lunch 
aboard the warship and 
was given a tour. 

The visit by Mr Hoon, at the 
invitation of the Thai Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defence, Gen Chavalit 
Yongchaiyudh, was intended to 
develop defence and security 
issues which were instigated by 
Prime Minister Tony Blair and 
Thai premier Thaksin Shinawatra 
at a meeting in London in May. 

When Nottingham sailed, she 
staged a demonstration to the 
Royal Thai Navy of techniques for 
boarding vessels under way at sea. 

The demonstration involved 
Royal marines abseiling from a 
Lynx helicopter to the deck of the 
ship while under way at speed - a 
technique known as fast roping. 

This demonstration formed part 
of the maritime interdiction train¬ 
ing offered by the UK to assist the 
Thai authorities in the fight 
against drugs. 


SHIPS involved in the war on ter¬ 
ror have been finishing their stint 
in the Gulf and the Indian Ocean 
and returning home - while HMS 
Argyll is heading in the opposite 
direction. 

Type 23 frigate Argyll sailed 
frorti Devonport to take over 
Armilla patrol duties from sister 
ship HMS Portland. 

Argyll will carry out patrols in 
the region, boarding and checking 
merchant ships to ensure UN trade 
sanctions against Iraq are not 
being breached by smugglers. 

The frigate will also visit Dubai, 
Bahrain and a number of other 
Gulf ports to foster good relations 
and carry out bilateral exercises 
with regional navies. 

HMS Argyll has been fitted with 
a new Secure Command and 
Control System that incorporates 
Automatic Navigation and Position 
Tracking Information for scaboats 
and boarding parties. 

This system is designed to 
enhance boarding operations car¬ 
ried out by the Royal Navy and 
Royal Marines in support of 
Maritime Interdiction Operations 
(MIOPs) in the Gulf. Portland has 
already been using the kit. 

The Commanding Officer of 
HMS Argyll, Cdr John Kingwell, 
said: “We lake great pride in doing 
an important job representing the 
UK both in support of the United 
Nations and by being a force for 
good in the world.’’ 

Portland, which was due to hand 
over to Argyll as Navy News went to 
press, has hosted a visit by a BBC 
team - defence correspondent 
Paul Adams and cameraman Ian 
Druce - who were looking at the 
on-going, routine work of the 
Royal Navy in the Gulf. 

A US Navy combat team also 
descended on the ship to him. 
while the frigate’s seizure of a 
tanker smuggling oil through the 
area also made big news m the 
national papers, including The Sun. 

Destroyer HMS York returned 
to Portsmouth from a four-month 
tour of duty in the region. 

The Type 42 warship acted as 
escort to both HMS Illustrious and 


HMS Ocean as the two carriers 
assumed the role of UK flagship, 
providing round-the-clock protec¬ 
tion against threats from the air, on 
and below the surface. 

Once she arrived in the opera¬ 
tional area she spent around 8(1 per 
cent of her time at sea - though the 
ship’s Commanding Officer, Cdr 
Richard Powell, said that the ship’s 
company had reacted positively 
and remained focused. 

Fleet replenishment ship RFA 
Fort George returned to 
Devonport on the same day that 
York put into Portsmouth. 

The 31,500-ton auxiliary had 
been at sea for six months, provid¬ 
ing essential supplies to Royal 
Navy ships, including HMS Ocean 
and HMS Illustrious, as well as 
Coalition ships. 

Over the course of her deploy¬ 
ment she has undertaken 87 
replenishments at sea (RASes) to 
warships from the UK, France, 
Germany, Italy, Australia, Canada, 
Japan and the United States. 

Fort George was home to a 
flight of Sea Kings from 820 Naval 


Air Squadron during the trip. 

She steamed almost 40,000 nau¬ 
tical miles during her deployment, 
supplying 20,477 cubic metres of 
diesel, 649 cubic metres of aviation 
fuel, 295 loads transferred by heavy- 
jackstays and 227 loads transferred 
by helicopter. 

■ Defence Secretary- Geoff Hoon 
said it was wrong to benchmark 
current or future military opera¬ 
tions against international terror¬ 
ism against a classical military cam¬ 


paign. 

Delivering an update on work 
towards producing a New Chapter 
to the Strategic Defence Review, 
taking the September 11 attacks 
into account, Mr Hoon said the 
success of such operations will be 
measured by the ability to deter 
terrorists and disrupt their support 
organisations - not necessarily by 
counting the number of the enemy 
dead. 

■ Ocean’s spell - pages 22-23 
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Respects 
paid to 
victims of 
Falklands 

SAILORS from HMS Newcastle 
have paid their respects to victims 
of the Falklands Conflict at a num¬ 
ber of remembrance ceremonies. 

The destroyer’s Commanding 
Officer, Cdr Jeremy Blunden, and 
members of the ship's company 
took part in three ceremonies in 
24 hours; a Landing day wreath¬ 
laying at San Carlos Military 
Cemetery, at the Type 21 
Memorial atop Campito Hill, and 
over the resting place of the 
sunken frigate HMS Ardent. 

LS Kevin Cooper, who was serv¬ 
ing in HMS Ardent when she was 
hit, laid wreaths at the latter two 
ceremonies. 

Cdr Blunden said: “It is appro¬ 
priate that the Royal Navy should 
mark the key anniversaries of the 
Falklands Conflict, and I am 
pleased that HMS Newcastle is 
able to do so during her current 
deployment to the South Atlantic. 

“My ship’s company have been 
particularly moved by the cere¬ 
monies and services we have held, 
particularly when the ship passed 
over the resting place of HMS 
Ardent exactly 20 years after she 
sank.” 

The men of Newcastle 
were later joined by sailors 
from RFA Grey Rover, led by 
Capt Ian Fillings, at Fitzroy, 
when the victims of RFAs 
Sir Galahad and Sir Tristram 
were remembered. 

■ HMS New-castle battled against 
high seas off South Georgia to 
ensure mail was delivered to mem¬ 
bers of the British Antarctic 
Survey (BAS) at Bird Island 
Executive Officer Ll Cdr David 
Prentice, accompanied by Weapon 
Engineer Officer Lt Cdr Jon Pugh 
and other members of the ship's 
company, went ashore in the ship’s 
boats to deliver mail and stores to 
the four-strong team, who laid on 
high tea for the Navy visitors. 

The BAS team stays on Bird 
Island for between six and 30 
months. 

Since 1953 there has always 
been a member of a BAS team on 
Bird Island, and the current team 
are all studying zoology and spe¬ 
cialise in either penguins, seals or 
albatross. 


Security is 'constantly reviewed' 


REPORTS of intelligence from 
Morocco concerning potential ter¬ 
rorist attacks on British or 
American warships in the Straits of 
Gibraltar caused widespread spec¬ 
ulation in sections of the media 
last month over levels of security 
overseas. 

But according to a Ministry of 


Defence spokeswoman: “The 
Royal Navy constantly reviews 
threats to our ships and takes 
appropriate measures to counter 
such threats. 

“It is not the MOD policy to dis¬ 
cuss details or such measures pub¬ 
licly, as to do so could assist a 
potential terrorist or enemy.” 
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Movie Machine is 
coming your way 


FILM fans deployed overseas will 
now get the chance to recreate the 
magic of the silver screen - thanks 
to SSVC’s Movie Machine. 

The mobile cinema, based on an 
articulated lorry, will show films 
within a month of their UK release 
to audiences of 80 people per 
showing, and all for free. 

The first personnel to try it out 
arc those based in Kosovo, with 22 
Engineer Regiment being first in 
the queue - though the service is 
provided on a tri-Servicc basis. 

The running costs will be paid by 


the MOD over a five-year contract, 
and while in the Balkans the cine¬ 
ma, which is heated and air-condi¬ 
tioned - will provide two shows a 
day, six days a week. 

■ BFBS released funds to ensure 
that 50 extra vessels received a 
weekly cassette package of the 
World Cup - including all the 
England games. 

This brings to 75 the number of 
ships which benefited from the ser¬ 
vice, in addition to those with spe¬ 
cial dishes which can receive BFBS 
TV live. 


Total success (or Chiddingfold 

Hunt-class mine countermeasures vessel HMS Chiddingfold 
has achieved Operational Performance Standard for all its 
Warfare junior ratings - believed to be the first time a ship of 
this class has hit 100 per cent. The training was carried out 
while Chiddingfold was on a demanding programme of fishery 
protection duties. Pictured on the fo’c’sle of the ship are (back 
row, from left) OM(MW) Fitzgerald, OM(MW) Cole, OM(MW) 
Haswel, OM(MW) Jacobs, OM(MW) Dawson and OM(MW) 
Mutch; front row, from left: LOM(MW) Honey, LOM(C) Gower, 
OM(MW) Ashbridge, PO(MW) Price (Warfare Branch Co-ordina¬ 
tor), OM(C) Hughes, LOM(MW) Dearman and OM(C) Smith; 
seated: Lt Whatling (Warfare Training Officer), CPO Hernon 
(WE Training Officer). 



• The Commanding Officer of Type 23 frigate HMS Iron Duke, Cdr 
Phil Warwick (centre), displays the ship’s new funnel badge, 
based on the crest of the Duke of Wellington. With Cdr Warwick 
are CWEA Jason Holroyd (left) and CPO Bill Bryson. The funnel 
badge replaces the old squadron numbers. 


For more details and pictures of these stories and other RN operations 
worldwide keep a regular check on the news pages of Navy News Online 
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Shifts of the Roval Navy No560 



Welsh 

dragons 

abroad 


Facts and figures 


W HEREVER she 
goes, HMS 

Exploit proudly 
flies the flag of the Welsh 
dragon. 

Tne only University Royal 
Naval Unit (URNU) for Wales 
carries the red dragon crest 
permanently on her flying 
bridge. 

Her role as an URNU craft is to 
develop the personal skills and 
broaden experience of the Navy of 
high-calibre undergraduates at five 
South Wales universities. 

Permanently based at Penarth in 
South Wales, Exploit and her asso¬ 
ciated URNU prove popular with 
the local undergraduates. Last year 
there were 108 applicants for just 
17 places. 

And the reason for this is no 
mystery. Students on this little craft 
have a packed programme of sea 
weekends, deployments and sport¬ 
ing activities including skiing in 
France and diving in Egypt. 

In this year’s annual URNU 
sports weekend, where the various 


Class: Archer Class fast train¬ 
ing craft 

Pennant number: PI 63 
Builder Vosper Thomycroft, 
Southampton 
Launched: 1988 
Commissioned: 1994 
Displacement 45 tonnes 
Length: 20 metres 


units came together to show off 
their prowess. Exploit’s team 
excelled in rugby and netball - and 
won the overall sports trophy. 

Not only this, but in tne grand 
tradition of the Welsh - even the 
honorary ones - the group kept all 
other participants regaled with 
tuneful and hearty renditions of 
Land of my Fathers and Bread of 
Heaven. 

Deployments for the small ship 
and her crew of students involve 
trips around the Welsh coastline, 
the south of England and crossings 
over to St Malo and the Channel 
Islands. 

This summer’s six-week dcploy- 


Beam: 6 metres 
Draught: 2 metres 
Speed: 22 knots (max) 
Complement: 5 (1 Officer, 2 
Senior Rates, 2 Junior Rates) 
and up to 12 students 
Main machinery: Two Rolls 
Royce Perkins CV12 820 bhp 
turbo diesels 


ment goes from the Youths Afloat 
Festival in Poole to the coasts of 
the Netherlands, France and 
Belgium. 

Exploit and her linked unit also 
arranged for a massive URNU cel¬ 
ebration at this year’s Army vs 
Navy rugby match at Twickenham, 
bringing URNU students together 
from across the UK to witness the 
Navy’s premier sporting event. 

Tne Archer class Express is the 
eighth Royal Navy ship to carry the 
name. 

The first and second Expresses 
were both 6-gun Advice Boats, the 
first of 77 tons launched in 1695, 
the second of 179 tons to come into 



• HMS Express with her Welsh dragon on the bridge wing accompanied by HMS Guernsey 


service a century later in 1800. 

This latter ship in a fleet of 44 
vessels sailed from Barbados to 
attack Martinique - which won 
Express her first Battle Honour. 

The next Express was a small 92- 
ton Advice Schooner of 1815 which 
operated in the West Indies as a 
tender. In 1835, a 12-gun packet 
vessel of 362 tons became the 
fourth Express, and served the 
Navy for almost thirty years. 

I ler next incarnation was as a 4- 
gun screw gunboat of 420 tons that 
was launched in 1874, then sold on 
in 1889. Just missing the twentieth 
century, the sixth Express was 
launched in 1897, a twin-screw tor¬ 
pedo boat destroyer that weighed 
in at 465 tons. Of the ship’s compa¬ 


ny half were stokers to support the 
engines. Repeatedly troubled by 
breakdowns during her trials peri¬ 
od, her maximum speed was a dis¬ 
appointing 32.085 knots for her 
9,249hp engines. She served 
through World War I before being 
broken up in 1921. 

The penultimate Express was a 
fast minelayer of 1,400 tons that 
was launched in 1934. She won her 
Dunkirk Battle Honour for her 
part in the evacuations, where she 
was the last ship to leave the area 
before it fell to the Germans. 

Hitting a mine 40 miles north¬ 
west of Tcxcl in 1940, she was badly 
damaged, losing her bow as far as 
the bridge, but she limped back to 
harbour to endure 13 months of 


repairs. In 1943 she was trans¬ 
ferred to the Canadian Navy as 
Gatineau and eventually broken 
up in 1955. 

The present Express was com¬ 
pleted in 1988 and entered service 
as XSV Express, a training vessel 
for the RNXS until the organisa¬ 
tion disbanded in March 1994. 
Express was then refitted and 
transferred to the RN Inshore 
Training Squadron. 


BATTLE 

HONOURS 


Martinique.1809 

Dunkirk.1940 


AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 69 











• Grumman Avenger Mklls of 853 Naval Air Squadron with HMS Tracker in the distance on their 
way to bomb Aaramsund in September 1944 Picture: Fleet a* Arm Museum 

Grumman Avenger 


DESCRIBED as one of the outstanding naval 
aircraft of World War II, the Grumman Avenger 
was supplied by the US to the Fleet Air Arm in 
1943 under Lend-Lease arrangements and 
given the British name, Tarpon. 

In January 1944, the aircraft were renamed 
with the American title Avenger for consisten¬ 
cy across the allies. 

The Avengers used by the FAA were three- 
seat torpedo-bombers or anti-submarine 
strike aircraft that could be shore-based or 
used from carriers. 

Avengers performed their role admirably in 
the theatres of World War II. In Arctic and 
home waters, they played a part in the sinking 
of the U-355 and U-288, and Operation 
‘Channel Stop’ as anti-shipping strike forces. 

In the Far East with the East Indies and 
Pacific Fleets, Avengers were most notable 
for their attacks on the Japanese naval base 
at Sourabaya, Java, and oil refineries at 
Palembang in Sumatra. 

They also helped the American attack on 
Okinawa, carrying out bombing raids on 
Japanese fighter bases and played a part in 


the Battle of Truk. Avengers continued attack¬ 
ing the Japanese mainland into August 1945. 

They finally disappeared from frontline 
squadrons on June 3, 1946 before re-appear¬ 
ing in 1953 as the post-war Avenger AS4. 

At least 15 FAA squadrons received 
Avengers for a frontline role. 

Manufactured by the Grumman Aircraft 
Engineering Corporation in the US, these stur¬ 
dy aircraft were powered by one 1,850hp 
Wright Cyclone GR-2600-8 engine, and the 
Mklll with a 1,750hp R-2600-20. 

The wingspan stretched over 54ft 2in with 
an aircraft length of 40ft and height of 15ft 8in. 
The Mkllls were just 1001b heavier than the 
Mkl which weighed in at 10,6001b empty and 
16,3001b fully loaded. 

The aircraft were armed with two fixed 0.50- 
calibre guns in the wings, a 0.30 calibre gun in 
the ventral position and one 0.50 calibre gun 
in the dorsal turret 

The bomb bay offered space for one 22in 
torpedo (either 1,9211b or 1,6001b) or bombs 
(one 1,0001b or four 5001b). Below the wings 
could lie eight 601b rocket projectiles. 
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'Wholly pully' 
was legacy 
of a grand 
old lady 


Praise for 
Plymouth 

AS ONE of her former 
commanding officers I hope you 
will allow me space to 
congratulate the small team of 
volunteers who maintain my old 
Ealklands war-horse, I IMS 
Plymouth, now, with IIMS Onyx, 
open to the public in Birkenhead. 

The Warship Preservation 
Trust recently marked the 2()th 
anniversary of the surrender of 
South Georgia with a splendid 
reunion on board Plymouth, 
attended by a strong 
representation of the ship’s 
company. 

We were all most impressed 
with the state of “our” ship 20 
years on. 

Not only was she looking her 
very best, with paintwork 
gleaming and brightwork 
polished, both on the upper deck 
and 'tween decks, but her diesel 
generator was up and running, 
providing power tor radars, sonar 
and 4.5in turret, as well as the 
excellent display of Falklands 
memorabilia on board and in the 
brand new Visitor Centre on the 
dockside. 

It was a great occasion for all 
who attended and we would like 
to thank the Chairman of the 
WPT, Sir Philip Goodhart, his 
project manager, Mr Bennett, the 
ship managers, Messrs 
Brotherston and Gaines, and 
their dedicated volunteers who 
work so hard to keep 11 MS 
Plymouth in such good shape. - 
Capt D. Pentreath. Tolland, Isle 
of Wight. 

Tactician 
last home 

I READ with interest the letter 
from B. Gerrish on IIM 
submarine Tclemachus (May 
issue). 

However, my boat HMS 
Tactician was last home over two 
years later - we actually got home 
for Christmas by “forcing” the 
engines a little. 

Our navigating officer was Lt J. 
Coward, who was later Flag 
Officer Submarines and recently 
Lieutenant Governor of 
Guernsey. - T. Soar, Burton upon 
Slather, Lines. 


Poppies bring 
a blush to a 
sailor's cheek 


I WAS searching for something in the cupboard above my wardrobe when I noticed the 
little blue pocket diary. I recognised it at once and knew it was for 1944. 


AS HMS Fearless comes to the end of her long and faithful 
service she leaves us with a very special legacy. 

Back in 1971, her then CO, 

Capt B. St raker, appreciated the 
functional usefulness of the khaki 
woolics worn by embarked 
soldiers, from the most senior 


I also knew that there would 
be a faded red poppy stuck 
inside the front cover. When I 
opened it 1 saw written 
beneath the poppy 
“Arromanches 15th June 
1944”. 

I was the Coxswain on LCT 940 
and that day we had just completed 
our fourth beaching in Normandy 
since landing seven Sherman 
tanks, part of the Canadian 27th 
Armoured Corps, on D-Day. 

The Army were rather slow 
landing this time and, as the tide 
was ebbing, we were left stranded. 
It would be over four hours before 
the water would be deep enough 
for us to kedge off so the Skipper 
gave permission for half the crew 
to go ashore for a couple of hours. 
None of us had been off the craft 
for two weeks so five of us took 
advantage of the opportunity. 

There was not a lot to see, so 
after about an hour we started 
making our way back. There were 
hundreds of poppies growing in 
the area and someone suggested 
that they would make a great 
memento of our visit to 
Arromanches. We all picked a 
small bunch. 

Just before reaching our 
destination, we had to turn right at 
the end of a high stone wall and to 
our dismay we were confronted by 
about 30 uerman prisoners of war 
sat by the roauside having a 


breather, with three British 
soldiers guarding them. 

Their day was made complete 
when they saw five mat clots 
appear, all clutching a small bunch 
of poppies. 

We were all so embarrassed that 
we never said a word to each other 
as we slunk past them. 

We could understand the British 
soldier’s comments but not those 
coming from the Germans, 
however the loud laughter 
translated into derision in any 
language. 

I last looked at that diary when 
my sons were children, but as I 
caught sight of that flower for a 
second or two I was once again a 
20-year-old matelot. - J. Baker, 
Clacton-on-Sea. 


Shoulder 

question 

CAN you please tell me why at the 
Queen Mother’s funeral Prince 
Charles had vice admiral shoulder 
boards on his rear admiral’s full 
dress uniform? - Tim M. 

In the last year, Naval shoulder 
boards for flag officers have been 
changed to bring them into line 
with other NATO nations. Before 
the change a rear admiral, which 
is regarded as a two-star range, 
had only one star on the shoulder 
board and this was confusing for 
allies. -Ed 


downwards. 

A rcccommcndation was 
forwarded and as a result several 
were dyed blue and issued to 
bridge watchkccpcrs, for whom 
they were intended, on a trial 
basis. 

Their popularity increased but 
not witnout controversy and 
Strong objections before their 
general usage was accepted. 

Eventually they were fully 
accepted and became a standard 
item of uniform and issued to all 
Naval personnel. 

Today the woolly pully is worn 
by just about everybody in a 
uniformed organisation 

throughout the world - but that is 
how it started. - Lt Cdr D. A. 
Barlow, Emsworth, I lants. 

Flyingboat 
was a Fury 

WHILE the triplane on page 7 of 
May’s Navy News was certainly one 
of a kind, the flying boat shown had 
no connection at all with the 
( aproni seaplane. 

It is in fact the Felixstowe Fury 
which was the last in the line of 
flying boats designed by Wing Cdr 
John Porte, RNAS. 

This officer was responsible for 
the re-design of American Curtiss 
flying boats into aircraft capable of 
standing up to the perils of work 
over and often on the Atlantic. On 
his death in 1919 at the age of 35 
the historian Sir Walter Raleigh 
stated that “the shortest possible 
list of those who served 


list of those who served the 
country in its hour of need would 
have to include his name.” 

Although a successful flight was 
made by the Fury on April 24, 
1919, carrying 24 passengers, 
5,0<)0lb of ballast and fuel for 
seven hours, it was found to have a 
defect in the hull design. 

This resulted later the same 
year in a fatal stall on take off and 
the Fury crashed into Harwich 
harbour and broke up. - D. 
Coombs, Plymouth. 

Porte’s best known design was 
the Felixstowe F2A. Though it 
saw action only during the last 
year of World War I, it earned a 
reputation comparable with that 
of the Sunderland in World War 
II. 

By virtue of its great 
endurance and heavy defensive 
armament, it bore the brunt of 
the long-range anti-submarine 
and anti-Zeppelin patrols over 
the North Sea in 1918 and took 
part in many fights with German 
seaplanes. 

On June 4 1918 there 

occurred one of the greatest air 
battles of the war, waged near 
the enemy coastline, when F2As 
from Great Yarmouth and 
Felixstowe fought a force of 14 
enemy seaplanes and shot six of 
them down, suffering only one 
casualty - Ed 


Letters to the Editor should 
always be accompanied by 
the correspondents name 
and address, not nec¬ 
essarily for public¬ 
ation.email correspondents 
are also requested to 
provide this information. 


Glorious in company 


LAST month it was the 
62nd anniversary of the 
sinking of HM ships 
Glorious, Ardent and 


Acasta by German surface 
units in the Norwegian Sea. 

I thought your readers 
might be interested in a 


have made of the 
three ships heading home 
from Norway on that fateful 
day of June 8,1940. It is my 
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tribute to the 1,530 men 
who lost their lives. - 
Anthony Myers, Plymouth 

HOW nice to read in Navy 
News that a memorial is 
now in place to HMS 
Glorious. 

I lost a friend on her. Like 
me, he was an orphan and 
we both lived and went to 
school in Harlow. 

George Covell was 14 in 
1938 when he signed on for 
21 years and just 16 when 
he went down in the 
Glorious. His name is on 
the war memorial at Harlow 
and I often think of him. - G. 
Reed, Bishops Stortford, 
Herts. 

The ships were caught 
unawares by the 
battlecruisers Schamhorst 
and Gneisenau. There were 
only 46 survivors. Acasta 
was the last to be sunk, but 
she had fired her torpedoes 
and one hit the Schamhorst 
abreast the after turret, 
damaging her severely. - 
Ed 
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WHEN I was in South 
Georgia in 1982, everyone 
in the small garrison knew 
about the Grytviken Cat 
(June issue). 

It was said to live on King 
Edward Point and survive by 
eating the rats which inhabited 
the long-abandoned whaling 
station buildings. 

Not surprisingly, the size of 
the cat increased in the telling 
by successive sentries of what 
they had seen of it whilst on 
night duty. Local rumour had it 
that the cat had been put 
ashore by the Russians some 
years before, but by now the 
fitted batteries which had pow¬ 
ered its Soviet ‘bugs’ were long 
since flat! 

Much later, your correspon¬ 
dent Mr Ted Shipsey himself 
told me more about the myste¬ 
rious cat which had been seen 
by a Royal Marine mate of his. 
In the hope of sparking off 
other witnesses to give their 
sighting reports, I hope he will 
not object if I relate a descrip¬ 
tion from one particular mate: 


“I was on patrol over by the 
slipway. I suppose it was 
around 2000 hours when this 
bloody great thing approached 
me in the gloom. At first I 
thought it was a dog. Then I 
saw it was some sort of cat 
thing. 

“I say that because it was 
****ing huge, mate. It looked 
like a smalley leopard, but it 
were a cat alright, because it 
had its tail up in the air. I were 
a bit wary at first, and was 
going to shoot it out of hand, 
but it were friendly. Bloody 
amazing. I suppose it belongs 
to them scientist chaps. 
Anyway, it has plenty of scoff 
round here, what with pen¬ 
guins and hordes of festering 
rats.” 

Other witnesses had vari¬ 
ously written about the cat as 
follows: 

□ “We were on patrol when 
we witnessed something quite 
extraordinary. 

“Before I go any further, may 
I add that we hadn't been near 
the canteen - it being about 


1030 in the forenoon. 

“This bloody great thing 
leaped out of the ‘oggin with a 
fish in its gob. It looked like a 
big moggy - we couldn't 
believe it. Fred was for shoot¬ 
ing the “***, but I stopped him. 
It disappeared in the rocks. It 
was huge, mate, nigh on as big 
as one of those cougars from 
America.” 

□ “I saw this thing like a 
small, scruffy North American 
cat. It was big, though, too big 
to be a cat. There are a load of 
rats in Grytviken and this thing 
seems to subsist on them. 
Whilst I was watching it, it man¬ 
aged to grab one. But instead 
of playing with it like a cat 
would, this thing flung it into 
the air - same as I’ve seen 
leaopard seals perform with 
penguins. 

“The skin, etc went one way 
and the cat was left with the 
body. It was an extraordinary 
sight. It was very good at 
catching those rats.” 

□ “We’d been out on patrol 
from the base. There were lots 


Trying time at 
Twickers for 
men wearing 
knickers . . . 


HAVING attended this year’s Army-Navy rugby match at Twickenham, which was for me another 
enjoyable day irrespective of the result, I cannot help but think that perhaps we arc heading in the 
wrong direction. 


Historically, the day has always 
been viewed as a fun day out. A 
chance not only to watch the 
rugby, hut to take the opportunity 
to meet up with old friends, enjoy 
the sunshine and perhaps have a 
glass of beer or two. The emphasis 
has always been on enjoying our¬ 
selves and long may it remain so. 

This year, however, we were met 
on arrival by an Army Red Cap 
who I assumed was going to brief 
us on security issues - this was, 
after all, billed as a public military 
event. Not so. He nad two clear 
directives and one question. 
Firstly, no one was to get drunk. 
Secondly, no one was to urinate in 
a public place. And finally, were 
any of tnc men wearing ladies’ 
underclothes?! 

It was some time before I 
realised he was serious! In addi¬ 
tion, he stated that Twickenham 
had become a “barracks” for the 
day. Something the civilian mem¬ 
bers of our party found somewhat 
bemusing whilst the military were 
left questioning the legality. 

Throughout the whole day I 
saw, unsurprisingly, a considerable 
amount of personnel consuming 
alcohol, but I did not at any stage 
see anyone misbehaving because 
of its effects. I did however sec 
three people attempting to gain 
entry into the ground with valid 
tickets in fancy dress, something 
that has always been a feature of 
previous fun Army-Navy days. 

However, whilst the ‘clown’ and 
‘Superman’ were allowed entry, 
the man dressed as a woman was 
not, the logic of which escapes me. 

I must confess that I, like most, 
saw the streaker who attempted to 
get onto the pitch during the 
match. At least, I assume he was a 


streaker, because if the amount of 
security personnel who jumped on 
him and tried to handcufr him was 
anything to go by, I thought at one 
stage he might have been a terror¬ 
ist assassin! 

Indeed I could not quite sec the 
need for the number of security 
personnel walking arouhd with 
body armour, batons, dogs and 
handcuffs - or were they the over¬ 
spill from the May Day riots? 

Certainly there seemed little 
reason for the hundred or so stew¬ 
ards who circled the pitch at the 
end of the match to prevent a pitch 
invasion. 

As far as I could sec there was 
not one single attempt to gain 
access to the pitch, as most people 
were, as always, keen to get back to 
the car park and analyse the game 
over a beer and sandwich. 

It seems strange therefore to 
have more stewards than were pre¬ 
sent at the FA Cup Final on the 
same day at the Millennium 
Stadium where the crowd was 
twice the size. I’m sure we arc not 
paying for this on our tickets - arc 
we? 

With regards to urinating in a 
public place, we would I am sure 
all agree that this is unacceptable 
behaviour at any time. How 
thoughtful of the organisers to 
provide all six urinals in the north 
car park for approximately 10,(KM) 
males, most of whom it could be 
safely assumed were likely to have 
a beer! 

Talking of facilities, I was most 
impressed to sec at the end of the 
day just about all the coach parties 
attempting to put their litter not 
only in black plastic bags but also 
in the bins provided. 

What a shame that these were 


grossly inndeuuatc for the task and 
should have been increased by a 
factor of ten. 

In sum, if the organisers of the 
superb event want to continue with 
attracting large crowds, the 
emphasis should be on allowing 
people to enjoy themselves, within 
the confines of good behaviour, 
not treating them like criminals. 

Similarly, if the facilities arc not 
improved then it is not the specta¬ 
tors who should take the blame, 
but it should be placed fairly and 
squarely on the shoulders of the 
organisers. - Cdr M. Doolan, 
MWC Southwick 

Medal will 
go below 

IN REPLY to P. Thomas’s letter 
on the Queen’s Golden Jubilee 
Medal we produce, I would like to 
clarify some points. 

Bigbury Mint has produced this 
Golden Jubilee Commemorative 
Medal in conjunction with SSAFA- 
Forccs help. We give a donation to 
this Forces charity from the sale of 
every full-size medal. 

Inc Lord Chamberlain’s Office 
approved the use of the design in 
April 2001. 

As is the rule for all commemo¬ 
rative medals, they should be worn 
below any official awards. 

The medal is intended for those 
people who have served their 
country, but will not be receiving 
the official medal issued by Her 
Majesty. There is no qualifying 
length of service, nor do you have 
to be currently serving. - M. 
Holland, Bigbuiy Mint, Ivybridgc, 
Devon 


of patrols at first, ‘cause of the 
chance of the Argies trying to 
retake the place. Late one after¬ 
noon, when we were coming 
back, we saw something unbe¬ 
lievable. Right up on this rock 
we sighted this huge thing 
which looked like a cat. It was 
curled up there, and appeared 
impervious to storm and cold. 
I’ve never seen anything like 
it." - Maj Gen F. W. E. Fursdon, 
Oxted, Surrey. 

THE ROYAL Marine sentry 
who had an encounter of a 
furry kind at Grytviken may 
have been the last person to 
record this species on South 
Georgia. 

There were formerly cats and 
other domestic animals at all 
the whaling stations. They sur¬ 
vived the departure of the 
whalers by subsisting mainly 
on the plentiful rats. 

In 1970, when the British 
Antarctic Survey took over 
King Edward Point, there were 
still about two dozen cats in 
the vicinity of Grytviken. 
Depending on the attitude of 
the personnel, the cats were 
shot or fed but by 1980 only 
two were left. 

In that year ‘Mum’ died and 
was buried at sea and her very 
wild son ‘Smokey’ was not 
seen again. 

It seems unlikely that 
Smokey would have made 
friendly overtures to the sentry 
and it is possible that this cat 
had deserted from one of the 
many fishing vessels that 
called at Grytviken. - R. Burton, 
The South Georgia 
Association, Huntingdon, 
Cambs. 


IN 1953 HMS Neriede was on 
a tour of duty down to the 
Antarctic. Grytviken was a 
thriving whale processing sta¬ 
tion at the time. 

We moored at the end of the 
wooden pier used by the 
Norwegian whaling fleet and 
the staff invited our ship’s 
company to a film show, the 
cinema being a large tin shed 
which also served as a store 
for whale meat... 

On our way back to the ship 
several of us saw about three 
gi-normous felines. These cats 
appeared quite timid and more 


or less kept in the shadows of 
the various bits of iron junk 
that were everywhere. 

We joked about the size of 
these huge moggies and it was 
decided that their ample pro¬ 
portions were all down to the 
huge supply of whale meat 
readily available to them. 
Working on this basis, I am 
almost certain that it was a 
direct descendant of these 
hairy monsters that scared 
poor old Royal. - D. Bond, 
Saltash. 

• HMS Neriede at Grytviken, 
South Georgia, 1953 



HAVE TO CANCEL YOUR 


HOLIDAY? WE HAVE 


TO GET YOUR 


MONEY BACK. 



You may have to cancel your holiday at a moment’s 
notice. Your travel insurer may be less than sympathetic. 

Talk to us. Affinitas Travel Insurance pays out for the 
insured cost of your holiday if your leave gets cancelled. 

You’ll get some of the most competitive rates available 
today. And with separate policies for Europe, Worldwide 
and Winter Sports you only need pay for what you need. 

So next time you’re planning a holiday, call us. Before 
duty calls you. 


0800 3161 317 

+44 1206 393 777 
www.affinitas.com 

NN12T 


<1 

affinitas 

looking out for you 





























NEWS, JULY 2(K)2 



People in the News 


www. na vynews. co. uk 







VITAL ROLE OF 45 CDO 


All the 
world’s 


• Armed Forces Minister Adam Ingram talks to Mne Gilchrist and 
Mne Hicks of 45 Commando. The Minister visited Arbroath to 
meet the men and talk to the families of those serving overseas. 
He assured family members that u their menfolk are playing a vital 
role in the international war against terrorism". He added that he 
could not give a definite date when the job would be done, but the 
current expectation was a return from Afghanistan in July. 


A ROYAL Navy chief petty officer 
has been making an impact on the 
global stage - as an actor, that is! 

At the United States European 
2002 Tournament of Play held in 
Heidelberg, CPOCY Mark Rutley 
performed before an audience of 
2,000 people. 

The Tournament runs through¬ 
out Europe and this year attracted 
24 other plays, competing for the 
“Toppers Oscars". 

Mark was the only British 
Service man to perform at the 
awards ceremony, and was thrilled 
to find himself nominated for 
“Best actor in a musical" for his 
performance in the Wizard of Oz. 

When the stage isn’t calling, 
Mark can be found at the Supreme 
Headquarters Allied Powers 
Europe in Belgium. 


• CPOCY Mark Rutley as Zeke the Lion from the Wizard of Oz 


• WO (M) Eddie Seaborne 

Thirty solid 
years and 
still going 

THIRTY years to the day after 
walking through the gates of 
HMS Ganges as Junior 
Seaman Seaborne, WO(M) 
Eddie Seaborne found himself 
debriefing the Commander in 
Chief Fleet, Admiral Sir Alan 
West, on the personnel issues 
causing concern to Naval folk. 

Predominantly a type 42 
man, Eddie came under fire in 
Cambodia while working for 
the UN, but says his most dan¬ 
gerous job was teaching RN 
personnel how to handle the 
SA80 at the Naval Military 
Training School. 


Deja vu strikes 
quayside rescuer 


THERE was a sense of 
‘been here before* for PO 
Stephen Warren, the 
Bosun of HMS Hurworth, 
when he jumped into the 
water to help an elderly 
gentleman. 

For the second time in just 
two years, PO Stephen Warren 
dove into the quayside water to 
rescue a hapless passerby who 
had fallen between ship and 
quay. 

As PO Warren’s ship was along¬ 
side in Weymouth, people walking 
along the busy quay stopped to talk 
with the ship’s company. 

One veteran of the Naval life 
stopped to ask the Quartermaster 


- VEABU|f ocut 

This adorable hand painted , Simon of the 
Amethyst ornament will complete any 
naval and cat lover collection. 
Presented in a beautiful gift box. 

£ 24.99 inc p&p UK 
£ 25.99 inc p&p O/S 

To order simply phone 
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News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, 
Hants POI 3HH 
Or order online at 

www.navynews.co.uk 
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about the Navy’s Hunt class mine 
countermeasures vessel. 

As he stepped forward to hear 
the reply, he stumbled and fell into 
the narrow gap between the ship 
and quayside. 

PO Warren was working on the 
upper deck near the gangway when 
the accident happened. 

“As soon as the elderly gentle¬ 
man fell in, I just jumped over the 
side of the ship into the water next 
to him," says the Bosun. 

ITic Quartermaster had piped 
man overboard and swiftly the 
ship’s company mustered to help. 

“I was in the water with him and 
checked to sec if he was OK. I used 
a chain on the jetty to keep both of 
us afloat,” tells PO Warren. 

Hurworth officers say that PO 
Warren’s prompt action, despite 
the real danger to himself, kept the 


f! 


elderly man on the top of the water 
and stopped him being dragged 
under the Royal Navy warship. 

Using a combination of the 
ilot’s ladder and a strop lowered 
rom a davit, the two were 
retrieved by their companions 
from the Weymouth waters. 

The unlucky man was taken 
down to the Senior Rates mess and 
given a warm drink and a change of 
clothes into Royal Navy blue over¬ 
alls. He’d survived his unfortunate 
experience without a scratch, and 
was laughing about his slip as soon 
as he came out of the water. 

When the emergency services 
arrived on the scene, they found 
the accident victim firmly 
ensconced in the heart of 
Hurworth, cheerfully talking about 
his life in the Royal Navy and wait¬ 
ing for his clothes to dry. 


• Cdr Geoffrey Coles with his two sons from the two Forces 

Boys in blue 
and brown! 

WHEN Air Engineering 
Mechanic Richard Coles passed 
out of HMS Raleigh after his basic 
training both his father and broth¬ 
er were there to congratulate him. 

Cdr Geoffrey Coles has spent 
32 years in the Royal Navy anil is a 
Marine Engineer serving at 
Devonporl Naval Base, and 
Richard’s brother is a Second 
Lieutenant in the Army in the 
Salisbury area. 

At the Passing Out Parade, 
Richard received the Owen Cup. 
awarded for the highest individual 
marks in the final examination 
after Part 1 training. 


• Bill Stone, at 101 the old¬ 
est member of the HMS 
Newfoundland Association, 
is pictured enjoying his tot 
of rum at the recent 14th 
association reunion, the dia¬ 
mond jubilee for her first 
commission in 1942. 


After carefully checking over 
the now-dry man, the ambulance 
departed leaving the minehunter’s 
visitor to enjoy a couple more 
hours on hoard before finally 
returning home, having thanked 
everyone on board for their swift 
action and help. 

The Commanding Officer, Lt 
Cdr Jason Petherick said: “PO 
Warren was really impressive. It 
was in the finest traditions of the 
Services.” 

He also commended the rest of 
the ship’s company: “The boys 
acted as a team at the drop of a 
hat." 

PO Warren’s previous rescue 
had been from the deck of HMS 
Pembroke in Scotland, when a 
female passerby had also acciden¬ 
tally taken a plunge into the adja¬ 
cent water. 

PO Warren admits he seems to 
be making a habit of these quay¬ 
side rescues, but insists that he did 
no more than anyone else would 
have done in the same situation. 

But for one cx-Navy man, his 
quick-thinking will have made all 
the difference. 

For his efforts, PO Warren will 
he awarded the ship’s Benson 
Memorial trophy, named after an 
AB who served in the last 
Hurworth during World War II. 

HMS Hurworth’s fishery protec¬ 
tion role will continue for the rest 
of the year. In July she will be 
found protecting the fishery stocks 
along the South West coast and 
around Wales. 


Lads of 958 NS 
RM gather for 
special sergeant 

NATIONAL Servicemen from 958 
NS Squad Royal Marines paid 
tribute to C/Sgt George Cockram 
Ashley, their instructor from 55 
years ago, at their reunion. 

One member of the squad 
Arnold Hadwin said: “We were 
special. But it was Corporal 
Ashley who made us special.’' 

“It is impossible to convey the 
exhilaration of winning your 
Green Beret. Hvcry muscle of the 
body and every fibre of the brain is 
exercised on the commando 
course. At no time can you be 
more alive. 

“Ashley transformed our lives. 
We all owe him a great deal.” 

Ashley joined the Royal Corps 
in 1936 and served in the Spanish 
Civil War and World War II. He 
was invalided out of the service in 
1952 while serving with 41 Cdo 
RM in Korea. 

958 was Ashley’s first squad 
after he joined Deal as an instruc¬ 
tor in 1947. 

Son’s best wishes 
lor twin brothers 

THIS July, twin brothers Sam and 
Ken Currie who both served in the 
Royal Navy in WWII are celebrat¬ 
ing their 80th birthday. 

Sam drove one of the landing 
craft during the D-day landings 
until the boat was shelled out of 
the water. He woke up to find him¬ 
self in a foxhole on the beach, with 
no idea how he got there. Forty 
years later he had a call from an 
‘oppo’ who announced he was the 
one who dragged him ashore. 

Meanwhile his brother Ken was 
on minesweepers in the Indian 
Ocean, before moving on to 
Illustrious. 

Sam’s son Paul, who kept the 
family tradition going himself with 
12 years in the Navy, contacted us 
to mark his family’s special day. 


A kiss for her hero 


A KISS of congrat¬ 
ulations for Lt Col 
Philip Wilson RM 
from his wife Jo. 

The Royal 
Marines officer vis¬ 
ited Buckingham 
Palace with his 
family to receive 
his MBE from the 
Prince of Wales for 
his work as the 
Chief of Staff 
military adviser 
and training team 
for central eastern 
Europe based in 
the Czech 
republic. 

In a long and 
varied career with 
the Forces since 
1968, he served as 
Company com¬ 
mander for 42 
Commando during 
the Falklands War. 
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Don't want to be 
lonely this year ? 

I ind now friends In share 
lifes experiences with! A 


' Simply follow 
the instructions 
betou\.. 
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HOW TO ADVERTISE Simply write your message (£ 10 for up to 10 words Each extra word 
El to a maximum of IS words> Send your cheque or PO payable to ‘Navy News' to: 
'Penfriends’. Navy News. HMS Nelson. Portsmouth POI 3HH. Replies to your box number 
will be forwarded on daily. (Payment by credit card/switch please use coupon on page A ). 
HOW TO REPLY Any person who writes to an advertiser must use a stamped envelope 
bearing the advertisers box number clearly in the bottom left hand corner. The letter 
should then be enclosed in a second envelope and addressed as above. We cannot 
guarantee that unstamped letters will be redirected. 

Please note... you must be over 18 to advertise In this column 


j Name:.Age: 

! Address:. 


I 

i . 

i Tel. No.: 

i_ 


LUCIFER-DAVID V recently 
moved, new address. Contact via 
penfriends. Kathy - Angel MCG. 
(Herts) NN BOX JULY 1 

YOUNG LIVELY female. GSOH 
loves socialising, drinking, music, 
cars/bikes. Seeks similar to 
correspond. NN BOX JULY 2 

DIVORCED, ATTRACTIVE, 
professional, fun-loving educated 
lady (42) seeks officer/gentlcman 
for nuine relationship. 

NN BOX JULY 3 

ATTRACTIVE FUN LOVING 
brunette GSOH seeks penfriends 
any age. NN BOX JULY 4 

SINGLE MUM 35 Hampshire 
seeks penfriends for fun/possible 
relationship NN BOX JULY 5 

FEMALE 52 into life, love & 
laughter, no ties, seeks solvent, 
presentable, non-smoking male 
with GSOH to metamorphose 
through life with. Write Sue at 
NN BOX JULY 6 

FUN BLONDE 26yr professional 
female looking for entertaining 
bloke to correspond with on 
regular basis. NN BOX JULY 7 

LADY (48) DIVORCED, GSOH, 
various interests seeks genuine 
naval officer/serviceman for 
relationship. NN BOX JULY 8 

KERRI 32 legal professional 
outgoing, sincere, caring. One 
daughter. seeks male 

senior rating/officer penpal. 

NN BOX JULY 9 

MILITARY (NAVAL) minded 
anorack seeks friendship with 
naval (or other) female. 

NN BOX JLY10 

LADY FROM MIDLANDS 

seeks male penfriend 47-50. 
Karen 5*4 blonde NN JLY 11 

PAM WANTS to hear from 
sailors from Liverpool 30 - 35 

NN BOX JULY 12 


FUN LOVING 36 enjoys keep 
fit seeks single male penpal 

NN BOX JULY 13 

ATTRACTIVE, BUBBLY, 
cuddly Midlands redhead seeking 
tall N/S 40+ serviceman 

NN BOX JULY 14 

SINGLE BLONDE female 
seeks single sailor/marine 28+ 
for friendship and fun 

NN BOX JULY 15 


PERSONAL 


LADY 37, SLIM brown eyes, 
shoulder length chestnut hair, 
would like to write to single 
male 30-40. GSOH kind nature, 
must like children and animals, 
preferably tall good looking 
with beard or moustache. 
NN BOX JULY 16. 

-PEN PALS- 

LINK LINE is a British Registered 
Charity committed to bringing people 
together as pen triends. Get to know 
a companion or partner, like yourself, 
before you meet. Just exchange 
letters until you feel comfortable with 
your new friend. 

Details: SAE; Linkline (NN), 
Box 7358, LONDON N1 5QF. 


CONTACT MAG for adults only, 
choose yourself a new friend from 
over 900 photos. APPROVAL copy 
from. MATCHMAKER (A. 10). 
Chorley, PR7 4BS. 

Or ring 01257 - 480155 (24 hours) 
Email.karcn@adultfun.co.uk 


NOTICE 

All advertisements submitted for 
entry into the Navy News 
Penfriend Column are subjected 
to copy approval. Navy News 
reserves the right to make any 
amendments which it considers 
necessary or to edit copy which is 
in excess of the number of words 
paid for. 

Please note: We can take no 
responsibility for the nature or 
source of the replies received. 

You must be over 18 to 
advertise in this column. 
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• POPT Billy May at the end of the Boston Marathon, his second marathon in just 54 hours 

Billy's double 
for TA man 

camaraderie that the event gener- 


News in brief 


■ HMS Raleigh trainees have 
been making efforts for two local 
charities. Those of Cunningham 
Division charging lost property 
‘fines’ made £1,200 for South 
Devon and East Cornwall Cancer 
and Leukaemia in Childhood. 

A sponsored wheelchair 
marathon around a 2.6 mile course 
raised £443.46 for the Churchtown 
Farm Outdoor Adventure Centre 
for mentally and physically handi¬ 
capped people. 

■ PEDALO-MAN Paul Tucker 
has broken world records with 
his successful traversing of 
the English Channel in his 
human-powered propeller-dri¬ 
ven dinghy. He has now raised 
more than £6,000 for the 
British Legion. 

■ PLYMOUTH Service wives, 
despite wind and rain, enjoyed 
donning the latest fashions for a 
day of fundraising for the charity 
Hope and Homes for Children, 
making £454. 

■ A TEAM from HMS Ark Royal 
are planning to cycle from 
Buckingham Palace to 
Portsmouth for the Stroke 
Association. 

■ ADMIRAL Sir Horace Law was 
guest of honour for the opening of 
the newly-refurbishea RSR 
Rowner Centre in Gosport. 

■ HMS St Albans hosted a 
cocktail party for Wessex 
Heartbeat, welcoming friends 
of the charity and representa¬ 
tives of Portsmouth business¬ 
es. Ocean FM presented the 
good cause with a cheque for 
£30,000. 

■ DEVONPORT’S riggers have 
been out and about helping a local 
drug-misuse charity at Hamoazc 
House remove an unwanted flag¬ 
pole. 

■ REAR Admiral Paddy 
O’Riordan walked 220 miles 
along the Southern Upland 
Way to gather almost £9,000 
for SSAFA Forces Help. 

■ HMS Northumberland's darts 
team have completed their charity 
challenge tour, with over £1,200 
for the Calvert Trust. 

■ THE British and International 
Sailors’ Society held its yearly 
six-a-side football competition 
at Portsmouth’s Burnaby Road 
Grounds. It is now looking for 
competitors for an “It’s a 
knockout” challenge at the 
same location. 

■ SSAFA Forces Help have pre¬ 
sented Golden Jubilee awards to 
eight volunteers who have given 
over 50 years service. 

■ CPO Terry McCormack of 
HMS Nelson is out there doing 
everything he can - which 
includes drawing cartoons - to 
find funds to help 6-year-old 
cancer patient, Robyn Brooks. 

■ TWO ex-RAF men, one para¬ 
plegic and one amputee, arc on 
their way round Britain by handey- 
cle and kayak on behalf of the 
National Blood Service and 
British Legion. 


IN less than 54 hours and 
on two continents, a group 
of Territorial Army men 
and one Royal Navy 
Physical Training instructor 
ran two marathons in mem- 
oiy of Warrant Officer 
Simon Turner of the 
Honourable Artillery 
Company (HAC). 

Simon died in the shattering 
events of September 11, leav¬ 
ing his wife Elizabeth pregnant 
with their unborn son William. 

Simon’s friends in the HAC, a 
Territorial Army regiment based in 
the City of London, decided to 
establish a trust fund for his son’s 
education in the years to come. 

The decision was make to take 
on the new challenge of running 
the US Boston marathon with a 
Royal Naval field gun and limber 
in memory of Simon because of his 
close links with the US city. 

But the Army didn’t really know 
all that much about Navy field 
guns. 

So they turned to the Navy for 
help with their training. And after 
a hugely successful field gun year 
at HMS Collingwood, POPT Billy 
May was the obvious choice. 

It didn’t take long before Billy 
was signed up for the running as 
well. As he says:“To start with for 
me, a typical PT, it was a physical 
challenge.” 

The organisers of the Boston 
marathon decided that for health 
and safety reasons, the field gun 
pull was not practicable. 

Undaunted, the men decided to 
stick to their original plan - but in 
their utmost wisdom, they decided 
to run the marathon twice. 

First in a time of 4 hours 55 min¬ 
utes, 20 men from the HAC and 
Naval man Billy ran the distance of 
a marathon pulling the 1,000kg 
gun around Army Training 
Regiment Pirbright’s grounds. 

Then 15 of them - plus Billy - 
hopped on to a Virgin Atlantic 
plane to Boston, USA, and took 
off on their second marathon, 
minus the gun, in a total time of 5 
hours 15 minutes. 

Both races were run in combat 
trousers and Army boots. 

Elizabeth Timer was stood at 
the Finish line to greet the men at 
the end of their heroic efforts. 

The entire team have sworn to 


meet again once William has 
turned 18 to run the Boston 
marathon with him in honour of 
his father. 

And every year, William will 
receive a birthday card sent by PO 
PT Billy May because the PTI will 
never forget the family or the 


ONE hundred runners from HMS 
Ocean each ran one mile around 
the flight deck in a valiant attempt 
on this year’s Fleet Trophy with a 
time of 10 hours, 46 minutes and 
39 seconds. 

Many runners achieved person¬ 
al bests, with Sgt AJIchom of the 
Royal Marines running the fastest 
time of 5 minutes 5 seconds. 

This event, along with an earlier 


ated. 

He says he feels grateful as a 
Navy lad to have been part of such 
a momentous undertaking. 

The efforts of everyone involved 
raised over US $50,000 for the 
Simon Turner Memorial Fund. 


one, has collected £351 for the 
Leonard Cheshire Homes. 

■ In memory of his uncle Hany 
Izzard who died of cancer, Cpl 
Garland in HMS Ocean along with 
his colleagues from 9 Assualt 
Squadron Royal Marines rowed 
the 157km length of the Suez 
Canal on an indoor-rower to raise 
£550 for 5E Leukaemia ward of JR 
Hospital in Oxford. 



• The "Comms Chicks” of HMS Collingwood’s Communication 
Warfare Training Department took on the challenge to gather 
over £1,000 for Cancer Research in the Portsmouth Race for Life 
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Staff from HMS Sultan at Southampton's new football ground Picture: la Phot Adrian Hughes 


Senses bloom in 
Trust garden 



• CPO Mark Collins with Georgia in the Martha Trust garden 


A SMALL group of the 
ship’s company of HMS 
Illustrious visited the 
Martha Trust in Kent to 
present a cheque for £3,000 
that the ship has raised for 
their affiliated charity. 

In bright sunshine, the 
guests sat in the one-acre gar¬ 
den, full of bright, aromatic, 
vibrant plants surrounded by 
trickling, gurgling water - a 
feast for all five senses built by 
the hard work of the carriers 
company. 

It all began three years cariier 
with the simple question: “How 
about a little water feature?’' 

CPO Mark Collins and some of 
the other crew had visited the 
Martha Trust to begin a new affili¬ 
ation with the disability charity. 

Graham Simmons, the Trust 
Director, explained: “The mem¬ 
bers of the ship s company were 
obviously very taken with what 
they saw. 

“Mark turned back at the end of 
the visit and said that he'd like to 
do something a bit more tangible 
and pointed out that our pond was 
looking a little tired." 

And then he asked that all- 
important question. 

From that slight beginning, the 
might of the BBC became involved 
with Charlie’s Garden Army, and a 
sensory garden for everyone in the 
home was born. 

In the last three years, the air¬ 
craft carrier has pulled together 


over £1().(XK) in support for the 
Deal-based charity. 

It has also made a few dreams 
come true. Residents of the home 
have been to visit HMS Illustrious 
when she has been alongside. 

One little girl, Georgia, had 
always wanted to sit in the 
Captain's chair, and was obviously 
thrilled to visit the carrier's bridge 
and experience the Captain’s 
birds-eye-view. 

Georgia, aged nine, is one the 
children and adults who live with 
profound physical and learning 
disabilities for whom the Martha 
Dust cares. 

Mark knows Georgia well and 


has built up a fond relationship 
with the little girl: “She’s very 
switched on, but it’s very difficult 
for her to communicate." 

He said: “We've really created 
something special with the Martha 
Trust, and they’re great people." 

Mark has now left the aircraft 
carrier but plans to keep alive his 
links with the charity. 

Graham added: “I want every¬ 
one to know how grateful we are to 
the Royal Navy and particularly 
HMS Illustrious and her crew, not 
just for the funds that they have 
raised on our behalf, but for the 
ongoing legacy of the garden. 

“It’s been fantastic. 




ST MARY’S Stadium, the home 
of Southampton football club, 
proved the ideal project for 
trainee Marine Engineering 
Mechanics of HMS Sultan. 

The brand new stadium 
came equipped with all mod 
cons, but the club’s community 
lounge was kitted out in dreary 
magnolia. 

A class of young MEMs, with 
their instructor PO Al Parr, set 
out to brighten up the room 
into the club’s distinctive red 
and white stripes. 

Two ardent Southampton 
fans, WO Nick Aldridge and 
CMEM Andy Gatherer, along 
with a class of petty officers 
on their professional qualifying 
course next took up the baton. 

After six weeks with paint 
brush in hand, the gang could 
stand back to admire the spec¬ 
tacular room. 

To say thanks for all their 
hard work, the football club 
hosted a lunch for the men in 
the newly decorated room. On 
one wall now hangs proudly 
the crest of HMS Sultan, and 
back in Sultan, can be found a 
signed team football shirt. 




TRYING a taste of life on the 
run, CPO Paul Evans and his 
partner-in-crime LWEA 
Ritchie Gray took on a chari¬ 
ty jailbreak from Dartmoor 
Prison. From Exeter to 
London, the two talked help¬ 
ful British Rail staff into first- 
class tickets to Newcastle. 

Then they made an appeal 
on a local radio station - but 
unwittingly during the ‘Love 
Zone’ show. The lovelorn duo 
got as far as Edinburgh, 
which meant a total of over 
£300 for Vranch House 
School for children with cere¬ 
bral palsy. 
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Records break 
on Gibraltar Rock 


SETTING a new phenomenal 
lime for ihe annual charity Field 
Gun pull up the Rock of Gibraltar, 
this year the team managed a 
heart-stopping 53 minutes 30 sec¬ 
onds. 

Year on year, the time has been 
reducing to drag the UXX)kg gun 
from Devil’s Tower Camp up the 
Rock to Jew’s Gate. 

But this year’s effort beat the 
record by almost four minutes. 
This bodes well for the team’s per¬ 
formance in the Field Gun 
Competition held annually at 
HMS Collingwood. 

The event has garnered a total 
of over £UXX) for the Gibraltar 
Disability Society and Services 
pre-schools. 


Situated in the heart of London wittr-easy access to Heathrow Airport, the 
Hotel provides a high standard of accommodation and service in friendly, 
comfortable surroundings. 


We are open to all serving merchantseafarers. In addition, FREE Honorary 
Membership is available to ALL professional seafarers with at least five 
years’ service and to their dependant families. 


The Merchant Navy Hotel 
19-21 Lancaster Gate, London W2 3LN 
Telephone 020 7723 8831 Facsimile 020 7723 4702 
E-mail reservations@mnhotel.org.uk 
www.mnwb.org.uk 

























































• Top: Helicopter carrier 
HMS Ocean’s tribute to the 
Queen’s Golden Jubilee 
where the ship’s company 
spell out the royal signature 
on the 170 metre flightdeck 
- perhaps inspired by our 
March issue which featured 
a photograph of the crew of 
HMAS Vengeance’s similar 
feat during the 1954 Royal 
World Tour 


• Right: Leading Cadet 
Charlotte ‘ Charlie’ Dover of 
TS Black Swan, based at 
Sunbury, holds the rain off 
the Queen as she arrives at 
the Royal Academy of Arts 
to present the Golden 
Jubilee Awards to rising 
talents of the arts world 




Her Majesty The Queen’s 
Golden Jubilee 1952-2002 

To commemorate the Golden Jubilee, Willraynes /J/ \ jV* 
has been given special permission from Buckingham 
Palace to create a worldwide limited edition of 1000 
Port presentation boxes, with the unique use of 
The Queen's image on the Port. This follows 
the success of the special edition supplied to the 
Royal Yacht Britannia. A numbered 
certificate authenticates each box. 

To order, pleiUK? telephone or contact us via our website. 

Willraynes Wine Merchants 

01386 555528 www.willrayncs.com 


Specially 
labelled 
Champagne 
and wines 
lor your 
celebrations. 
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Relive the Drama 
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With all 
our best 
wishes, 
Ma’am 


IT’S BEEN fifty years, and the Royal Navy 
has been by her side for all of them. 

Not only in the person of her husband and 
three of her children, but in spirit every Naval 
rating and officer has been proud to serve their 
Queen and country. 

The Royal Navy lined the streets for the 
Coronation procession in 1953, and the 
Silver Jubilee filled the pages of the 1977 
Navy News. 

This year, members of the Royal 
Navy and Royal Marines lined the 
streets of London for the Golden 
Jubilee Procession from 
Buckingham Palace to St 
Paul’s Cathedral. 

Naval men and women 
from all across the country 
came together to form the 
Guard of Honour and 
mark this half-century of 
the Queen’s rule. 

The stirring music for 
the procession was pro¬ 
vided by the Portsmouth 
Band of the Royal 
Marines. 

The Queen has been 
touring the country since 
May and at many places 
on her route she will 
have seen the familiar 
Royal Navy uniform. 

Jubilee celebrations 
have been a large part of 
life at home and abroad. 

In the Indian Ocean the 
ship’s company of HMS 
Ocean raised a toast in 
Jubilee Divisions in tropical 
uniform to celebrate the 
Queen’s rule. 

And in Supreme Allied 
Commander Atlantic NATO head¬ 
quarters in Virginia, USA, 61 British 
and Canadian officers, ratings and 
civilian staff gathered to splice the main- 
brace with a tot of rum in congratulation. 

Golden Jubilee street parties provided jubilant 
entertainment around the country, with Naval person¬ 
nel and their wives organising events and festivities. 

In one of Gosport’s largest Jubilee parties, a mix of 
MOD and civilian families from the Naval town threw 
a riotous event for almost 200 local children that car¬ 
ried on all day and well into the night, and the same 
story can be heard from Naval families all across the 
country. 

Sailors from HMS Collingwood exercised the estab¬ 


lishment’s freedom of the borough as part of 
Fareham’s Golden Jubilee merrymaking. With drums 
beating, flags flying and bayonets fixed, over 17 Naval 
personnel marched througn the city centre. 

Type 22 frigate HMS Cornwall started the Jubilee 
celebrations in style with a 21-gun-salute when the 
Queen began her tour in Falmouth on May 1. And 
Cornwall’s guns were due to sound again on June 
27 during the Armed Forces’ tribute to the 
Queen which is being held in 
Portsmouth. 

Commanding Officer of the 
Plymouth-based frigate, Capt 
Steve Kirby said: **Wc arc 
delighted to be playing a full 
part in this special tribute 
before we head north to play 
a command role in a multi¬ 
national exercise off the 
Scottish coast.” 

This big military cele¬ 
bration for the Queen’s 
Golden Jubilee will be 
taking place as Navy News 
goes to press on June 27. 

Centred around HMS 
Excellent, Whale Island, 
the tri-Servicc celebra¬ 
tion promises spectacu¬ 
lar displays featuring all 
the Armed Forces. 

The Queen made it 
clear to organisers her 
wishes to meet with the 
men and women who 
make up the main body of 
all three Services and 
spend their lives protecting 
the nation. 

As well as the Plymouth 
frigate, a number of other 
*oyal Navy ships, large and 
a.nall, will be on display to the 
royal visitors. 

The aircraft carrier HMS Ark 
Royal will be joined by two Royal 
Fleet Auxiliaries, supply ship Fort 
Victoria and landing ship. Sir Bediverc. 
HMS Cardiff will be representing the 
destroyers, and Type 23s Kent and l^ancaster will 
be alongside. 

Smaller ships include mine countermeasures vessels 
HMS Cattistock, Hurworth and Penzance, while a 
fourth MCMV HMS Bangor will carry the Queen 
down Portsmouth harbour. 

Archer-class training boats Blazer, Dasher, Tracker 
and Raider will also be spied in the harbour and 
Island-class patrol ship I IMS Alderney will be on hand 
as part of the big day. 


/ send my 
warm thanks 
to all those in the 
Ministry of Defence., 
both past and present , 
on whose helialf you have 
sent your kind message of loyal 
greetings on the occasion of my 
Golden Jubilee. 

Vlease convey my 
gratitude to them , and 
to all members of the Armed 
Forces for the dedication and 
public service which they have 
shown over the last fifty years 
in defending Britain 
and strengthening 
international peace 
and security . 

Elizabeth R . 



• On the occasion of the Queen’s Coronation back in 1953, Stoker Mechanic Fred Todd of HMS 
Mars is snapped in the reflection from the window of the Gold Coach 
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• Tugg's unique take on the Silver Jubilee from the Navy News 25 years ago 




• Top: The Royal Navy lined the streets of London for the Golden 
Jubilee procession Picture PO Phot P. Hanson 


• Left: The Honour Guard stands to attention as the Queen 
arrives in Glasgow as part of her Jubilee celebrations tour 


Bonhams 

Auctioneers and Valuers 


Maritime Auction 

Thursday 15 August 2002 at 11am 
New Bond Street, London 



To include: H.M. Shipbells, honour boards, deck plates, 
lifebelts and tampions 


Enquiries 

Richard O'Callaghan 020 7393 3870 
richard.ocallaghan@bonhams.com 

Catalogues 

01666 502 200 

subscriptions@bonhams.com 

The sale catalogue can also be viewed online at 
www.bonhams.com 

Bonhams 

101 New Bond Street, London W1S 1SR 







MG ROVER Military Sales 







Performance Matters... for all the facts and figures 
call today on 0207 514 0425 

for further details on the excellent offers available on the MG Rover range. 


British Built Cars for all British Armed Forces 
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• Campaigners hope to bring Olympus back from Canada 



All NEW subscribers 
to Ship of the Month 
will receive 
6 FREE postcard 
size pictures to 
kickstart an exciting 
and interesting col¬ 
lection of ships of 
the Royal Navy 


! Ship* the 

' Month 


ONLY £10.50 FOR 
12 MONTHS (UK) 

To receive information on this offer 
and a full postcard list of ships of 
the past and present write to: 
The Business Manager, 

Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Queen Street, 
Portsmouth, POI 3HH 
Or order online at www.navynews.co.ok 


THE 

ROYAL BEACON 
HOTEL 





A former Georgian Posting House overlooking 
Lyme Bay and the River Exe 

A superb 2 or 3-course tabic d’hote menu 
A wide range of bar meals 
A good selection of wines or beer 
10 minutes from CTCRM Lympstone 
Special Government Rates 
Newly refurbished en-suite accommodation 

The Beacon, Exmouth, Devon EX8 2AF. 
Tel: 01395 264886 


the — 

showcase 

COMPANY 


With three range*, forty *ix standard flics, and prk«* 
from as little as £ 10 ‘The Showcase Company"" offer*: 

• Three sires of base moulding m four ddferent colours 



• Flush bottoms, ball foot or arched foot base 

• All glass, framed glass or shanerprooi acrylic cases 

• Choice of glass or mirrored back 


'The Showcase Company’ ,M offers the following advantages: 

• No witness marks on shatterproof acrylic cases 

• Heavier gauge than infection moulded cases 

• Wider choice 

• Any size of case made to order 



For your brochure and price list contact us 


T«LOI4S4 MI864 F«.0I484 M40O9 


Or write to. 

Unit 7 Marsh MA. 

Luck lane. Harsh. Huddersfield 



Visit our website - www.theshowcasecompany.co.uk 



viewing 

width 


FRAME YOUR OWN 


MtUALS .... yllESSESSm 

in minutes, and remove them to wear in seconds. 
Easy quick assembly. 5 sizes available. 

Viewing widths are:(see picture) 55mm - 105mm - 155mm - 205mm - 240mm 
at a cost of £ 14.96 £ 18.50 £ 19.50 £ 21.50 and £ 23.00 respectively. 
Measure across your medals and order the size to suit. 


Prices include mainland postage, add £2 for Ireland/Channel Islands and 
£5 overseas. Cheques/postal orders and credit card payments to: 

The Picture Framer, 13 Norfolk Street, Sunderland SRI 1EA 

Tel/Fax 0191 5640811 www.medalframing.co.uk 


Olympus on 
hen way 
home to UK 


^Identity quiz 
for retired 
submarine 


O BOAT HMS Otus has been 
saved from her Portsmouth 
Harbour resting-place at 
Pounds’ shipbreakers to 
start a new life as a tourist 
attraction in Germany. 

The barge towing Otus to 
her new Kiel Canal home 
reported back that Otus 
had sparked the interest of 
a patrolling warship en- 
route, which had made 
attempts to contact the 
submarine before realising 
that she was under tow. 

Otus’ sister Osiris 
remains waiting at Pounds’ 
Shipyard in Tipner. 

• HMS Otus put through 
her paces in the Solent just 
off HMS Dolphin in 1982 


ORGANISERS of a new 
Submarine Heritage Centre 
in Barrow hope that a 
3,(MX)-milc voyage home lies 
ahead for the Barrow-built 
submarine that was once 
HMS Olympus. 

A dedicated group of ex¬ 
submariners and shipbuilders 
have joined together to form 
the Submarine Heritage 
Centre that will celebrate the 
design, build and operation of 
submarines built at Barrow 
since 1886. 

The group has won the agree¬ 
ment of the Canadian Department 
of National Defence for tnc sale of 
the Obcron-class submarine. 

Olympus was launched at 
Barrow in June 1%1, and served 
with the Royal Navy for 27 years 
before being sold to the Canadian 
Navy in 1989. 

She has spent the last 13 years of 
her life as an alongside training 

Old and 
new in 
Pompey 

HMS MANCHESTER has 
returned to her base port of 
Portsmouth after almost 
two years in refit at 
Plymouth and sea trials in 
home waters. 

The Type 42 destroyer, pri¬ 
marily equipped for air defence 
of a task group, was launched 
in 1982. 

With a ship’s company of 
over 240, many of them with 
homes in the Portsmouth area, 
the arrival was a welcome 
event. 

The ship’s Commanding 
Officer, Cdr Charles Ashcroft, 
said she had been well served 
during the extended time in the 
contractors’ hands, but the 
crew had worked very hard 
during trials and were looking 
forward to being back with 
family and friends. 

Manchester will deploy on 
operational tasking later this 
year. 

On the same day as 
Manchester put in an appear¬ 
ance, the Navy's newest major 
warship, HMS St Albans, also 
arrived in Portsmouth at the 
end of her first month at sea. 

The programme saw the 
Type 23 frigate put through her 
paces in a series of demanding 
trials in the North Atlantic. She 
was formally commissioned on 
June 6 and will undergo further 
trials over the summer before 
becoming operational in 
September. 

For one crew member, serv¬ 
ing on board the frigate has 
special significance - Lt Al 
Dighton moved to St Albans 
from London last year. M lt’s 
pure coincidence - I have lived 
in St Albans for 12 months and 
only found out I was joining the 
ship in March,” he said. 

“But it does seem extra spe¬ 
cial working in the ship which 
shares the name of my home 
town." 


submarine, and is now to he found 
in Nova Scotia at Dartmouth 
Harbour, Halifax. 

But since the British decision to 
sell the new Upholder class of sub¬ 
marine directly to Canada, 
Olympus is now surplus to require¬ 
ments. 

Back in the UK, Olympus is 
wanted to form the centrepiece of 
the new heritage attraction 
planned for Barrow’s original 
Furness Railway Station buildings. 

But first the boat has to be 
brought back by barge from 
Canada to the Centre opposite the 
Vickers-Armstrong shipyard where 
she was originally built. 

A sponsorship drive has been 
launched to raise the £6tX),(MX) 
needed to bring Olympus home. 

Each £2 raised is enough to 
bring Olympus 10 yards nearer her 
UK home. 

Information on the Submarine 
Heritage Centre and details on 
how to contribute can be found at: 
www.submarineheritagc.com or 
call: 01229 462617. 




• An early air-sea operation involving HMS Handy during Belgian coast operations in October 1914 



Rebirth 
hopes for 
Victorian 
gunboats 

A HAPPY ending is on the cards 
for HMS Gannet in Chatham 
Historic Dockyard, but sadly HMS 
Handy is still languishing in need 
of a home. 

Handy, a trials gunboat built in 
1883, is thought to be one of the 
last surviving genuine gunboats in 
British waters. 

Pounds’ Shipyard in Portsmouth 
bought her back in the 1970s when 
she was a crane barge working out 
of Dover. 

Her condition is described as 
rough, but recoverable. She still 
has her steam engine, and a couple 
of auxiliaries, but the decks need 
redoing with structural work. 

Pounds’ Shipyard has held on to 
her in the hope that someone 
would want to do her up as a pari 
of naval heritage, but 30 years on 
she is still in need of a home. 

On the positive side, a cash 
injection of £1.4 million has guar¬ 
anteed the future of HMS Gannet, 
a Victorian composite screw sloop, 


at Chatham Historic Dockyard. 

Since the 1878 naval sloop 
arrived in Chatham in 1987, the 
main concentration of work has 
been in conserving the hull. But 
the major restoration has been on 
hold while funding was sought. 

In 2000, Gannet won a place on 
the prestigious Core Collection of 
Britain’s Heritage Fleet, decided 
by the National Historic Ships 
Committee. 

The plan is to restore the war¬ 
ship to her 1886 appearance, when 
she was involved in action defend¬ 
ing the Sudanese port of Suakin. 


This grant from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund brings the total 
award for the restoration work up 
to £3 million. 

Gannet should he open to the 
public at Chatham Historic 
Dockyard in 2004. 

Bill Ferris, the chief executive of 
the Dockyard Thist, said: “This 
project will be fascinating for our 
visitors to watch. 

“When completed Gannet will 
change the dockyard skyline, her 
masts will be almost 100ft tall and 
the ship will become a stunning 
attraction.” 
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Chaplain 


Two pounds a month to put a smile on this little girl’s face - and thousands more children like 
her. Claire Port , talking to Monique Bateman, Director of the Royal Navy and Royal Marines 
Children’s Fund, found that - 


O R THAT is 
how the old 
saying goes. 
But one of the 
Navy’s most 
important charities is falling 
short of funds that could 
make a difference to strug¬ 
gling Service families. 

Six-year-old Chloc Orchard 
is the proud owner of a shiny 
red Supatrike, which the Royal 
Navy and Royal Marines 
Children’s Fund bought to 
keep her mobile. 

“Chloe has cerebral palsy and 
this is a very special trike to help 
her with her balance,” said 
Monique Bateman, Director of 
the children’s charity. 

Chloc’s father PO MEM Gary 
Orchard and his wife Mandy, 
approached the Fund to help 
them provide their daughter 
with special needs equipment, 
including a large computer key¬ 
board and joy stick. 

Chloe, who is just one of the 
3,000 children helped since the 
Fund was established in 1998, 
has become a keen cyclist. She 
often makes the short trip from 
her home in Hilsea, Portsmouth 
to visit her friends at the 
Stamshaw-bascd charity. 

Mrs Bateman, hopes to 
encourage Service personnel to 
contribute to Naval charities so 


• Chloe and her family, dad Gary, sister Amberley and mum Mandy, are thrilled with her Supatrike 


successful projects is a respite 
house, situated in Gosport, 
Hampshire, where high-mainte¬ 
nance children can stay to give 
their mums and dads a break. 

“This is very valuable to fami¬ 
lies, particularly if you have a 
mum on her own and she’s not 
getting enough sleep because 
she has a child with behavioural 
problems. It gives her a night 
off” 

The Children’s Fund gains the 
majority of its money from King 
George’s Fund for Sailors and 


Greenwich Hospital, but recent¬ 
ly it has also received donations 
from Naval establishments 
including HMS Excellent, the 
Leisure and Amenities fund at 
HMS Nelson and the Royal 
Naval Drugs Presentation team. 

But Mrs Bateman stresses the 
difference that Voluntary 
Donations from Pay could make. 

“I believe that in the Anm 
and Air Force it's just one of the 
things you sign up to, hence their 
benevolent funds arc very well 
off,” she said. 


“No one expects to be in a 
position to have to go to a chari¬ 
ty for funding and most of us arc 
roud and don’t want to ask for 
elp. But sometimes we have to 
when children arc concerned, 
just so we can get the best for 
them.” 

LI If you would like more 
information about making an 
application or voluntary dona¬ 
tion, contact Monique Bateman, 
at Castaway House, 311 Twyford 
Avenue, Portsmouth, or call 
02392 639534. 


• “You never expect these things to happen to you and that's 
why I think it's important for Service persons to seriously con¬ 
sider donating from their pay. ” - Monique Bateman 


Fleet’s new 


S ucceeding the Ven Simon 
Golding as Chaplain of the Fleet 
and Archdeaon for the Royal 
Navy is the Rev Barry Hammett (right). 

He is also the new Director General for 
the Naval Chaplaincy Service, based in 
Portsmouth Naval Base. 

Ordained in 1974, Mr Hammett joined the 
Royal Navy in 1977. His main career posts 
have been as Chaplain at the Royal Marine 
Training Centre, Lympstone; of the Third 
Frigate Squadron; at the former shore base 
HMS Fiskard, Cornwall; in the destroyer 
HMS Glamorgan; and at the Permanent 
Joint Headquarters, Northwood. 

After four years as Staff Chaplain to the 
Chaplain of the Fleet, he served at Britannia 
Royal Naval College, Dartmouth. 

He was Staff Chaplain to Flag Officer 
Surface Fleet Flotilla, Anglican Chaplain to 
Portsmouth Naval Base and was for four 
years in the tri-Services post as Principal of 
the Armed Forces Chaplaincy Service in 
Andover and latterly Staff Chaplain to C-in- 
C Fleet. 

“There have been great changes since I 
joined in the Royal Navy,” Mr Hammett told 
Navy News. “Like the nation as a whole, it 
is a much more multi-cultural and multi¬ 
faith community and chaplains have a 
responsibilty to ensure people of all reli¬ 
gions are enabled to practise their faith.” 


that more children, like Chloc, 
can benefit from its support. 

“If everyone in the Navy 
signed up for Voluntary 
Donations from Pay, even if it 
was just £2 a month, we wouldn’t 
have a financial problem,” she 
said. 

The purpose of the 
Children’s Fund is to sup¬ 
port families where one or 
more of the parents are 
deployed at sea. Many 
people live too far away 
from the support of rela¬ 
tives and friends, so this is 
where the charity steps in. 

“Charity begins at home - that 
is what we are about - helping 
people to stay together, helping 
families stay together. A lot of 
our work is pro-active, we try to 
help before a crisis,” said Mrs 
Bateman. 


The Children’s Fund has 
spent nearly £200,(KX) on sup¬ 
porting Naval families with chil¬ 
dren aged up to 25 since April 
and anticipates crossing the 3/4 
million mark by the end of the 
year. 

The Director acknowledged 
this was a lot of money but said 
the children they were assisting 
had got exceptional needs. 

Even though the campaign for 
Voluntary Donations from Pay 
had entered its second year it 
was feared that not enough peo¬ 
ple knew about it. 

“All the money goes to Navy 
charities and the Children’s 
Fund gets 40% because of its 
size and the number of people 
being helped,” said Mrs 
Bateman. 

But current pay donations 
hardly scratched the surface, as 
only one in 40 serving men and 
women made contributions. 


N ftAFi 

tl0n with LifeSearch 


NAAFI Financial has joined 
forces with LifeSearch and 
could now save you money 
on your life insurance. 

Whether you are looking for 
life cover now or have taken 
out a policy recently - call 
LifeSearch to see how much 
YOU could save. 


£100,000 of Life Cover’ 


Alliance & Leicester 

£22.90 

Marks & Spencer 

£15.25 

Eagle Star Direct 

£14.66 

Abbey National Life 

£14.42 

Virgin 

£12.00 

LifeSearch 

£10.10 


Call us now on: 

0800 316 8166 W 


SEARCH 


NAAfl 

financial 


Or +44 1908 553 797 
if calling from overseas 

8am - 8pm weekdays & 9am - 6pm weekends ‘Premiums based on a monthly cost, with a leading insurer. 

, _ TA for a 25 year level term life cover for a non smoking man. 

(Quoting reference: NAAFI /12) srg&ffi b,rthaay * ndin heal,n F,8U,K 


BEAMS 

AT HOME 


CHARITY 


H owever, the number 
of families calling 
on the Children’s 
Fund was on the 
increase. “More 
and more we are finding that we 
are supporting the serving man 
in times of family breakdown,” 
said Mrs Bateman. 

“You never expect these 
things to happen to you and 
that’s why I think it’s so impor¬ 
tant for Service persons to seri¬ 
ously consider donating from 
their pay.” 

Currently, the charity has 
1,000 children on its books. 
Ninety of them attend spe¬ 
cialised boarding schools, which 
give them the much needed sta¬ 
bility and continuity that are not 
always available at home. 
Another of the Fund’s most 








































football team came second in the 
contest for the Brilliant Trophy, 
but despite stiff and experienced 
competition, the ship’s sailing 
team stormed to victory in the 
Triumph Cup Trophy against 
Mombasa Sailing CIuo. 

Campbeltown also shone on the 
rugby pitch, but were defeated by a 
cricket side that included national- 
standard players. 

The two-week visit to Kenya’s 


shores gave families a chance to fly 
out to enjoy the break with their 
loved ones. 

One sailor took advantage of the 
break to fly his fiance out and tie 
the knot in a tropical wedding cer¬ 
emony in Mombasa. 

TWo other members of the ship’s 
company were obviously inspired 
by the heat to pop the question and 
get engaged - but not to each 
other? 


Fearless doctor 


A PRECARIOUS transfer was 
involved when HMS Fearless’ 
Principal Medical Officer, Surg 
Lt Cdr Duncan Blair, was called 
to help on a Spanish trawler. 

As a result of his bravery, 
Surg Lt Cdr Blair has been pre¬ 
sented with a Commander-in- 
Chief Fleet Commendation. 

The Naval doctor was com¬ 
mended for his hi-line transfer 
from HMS Montrose’s Lynx to 
the trawler: “To do so from an 
unfamiliar helicopter to a vio¬ 
lently-rolling, erratically-pitch¬ 
ing vessel whose crew are 
exhausted took great devotion 
to duty and courage.” 

Lt Cdr Blair said: “I did what 
any other Navy Medical Officer 
would do,” and praised the 
Lynx team. 


• Surg Lt Cdr Duncan Blair 
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• A Royal Marine from HMS Endurance with a Senegalese Army 
soldier getting to grips with the SA80 picture: tA Phot wareing 

Fire and ice for 
Red Plum in Africa 

THE Navy’s ice patrol ship HMS Endurance has been bask¬ 
ing in the tropical heat of African Senegal. 

The go-anywhcrc, do-anythin^ |\|6W fi9UPGS 

released for 
Armed Forces 


anytime nature of the Royal 
Marines was on display when 
members of the Endurance 
detachment leapt ashore for an 
exchange of ideas and some mutu¬ 
al training with the Senegalese 
Army at Dakar. 

The six-strong Royal Marine 
detachment is carried with the ice 
ship for their expertise in the cold 
weather environment. 

Certainly the humidity and tem¬ 
perature of 30 degrees centigrade 
in brilliant sunshine made a 
marked contrast to their previous 
months working in temperatures 
of less than minus 30 degrees. 

Lt Pete Clarke RM, one of the 
Lynx helicopter pilots on board, 
spent a rewarding morning honing 
his weapon-handling skills at a 
Senegalese Army range. 

Before arriving back home to 
Portsmouth at the end of May, 
Endurance made one more stop at 
the port of Funchal in Madeira. 


THE Defence Analytical Services 
Agency have released the latest 
statistics for military manning. 

The current full-time trained 
strength for the UK Armed Forces 
stands at 187,600 for April 2002, a 
fall of 0.9 per cent since the previ¬ 
ous year. 

On the other hand, the number 
of women has risen slightly for all 
three services with women now 
making up 9.7 per cent of officers 
and 8.1 per cent of other ranks. 

However, the Navy has the 
highest proportion from all three 
Services of outflow of trained 
strength with a figure of 13.4 per¬ 
cent - 4,100 compared with 3,620 a 
year earlier. 


A rare opportunity for sub¬ 
mariners from Faslane- 
based HMS Vigilant to ’ride 
a tank’ came when the 
boat’s crew visited the 1st 
Battalion, The Royal Tank 
Regiment (1RTR) in 
Warminster. 

This was a new affiliation 
and gave the Navy an 
opportunity to see the 
Armoured Trials 
Development Unit at 
Bovington and the Gunnery 
School at Lulworth. 

The Army will be visiting 
Vigilant in Scotland later in 
• Cdr Garry Newton, HMS Vigilant, thanks Lt Col Chris Deverell, IRTR the year. 


• Vice Admiral Peter Dunt, chief executive Defence Estates, 
inspects the parade of the Federation of Old Comrades 
Associations of London at Armoury House 


www. na vynews. co. uk 


• Lt Neville Bryce 

Neville’s 

Tireless 


efforts 


A ROYAL Navy lieutenant has 
been awarded a SlBE for his work 
on the HMS Tireless repair in 
Gibraltar. 

Lt Neville Bryce is praised in a 
commendation from the Warship 
Support Agency: “The successful 
completion of the project has been 
largely due to Bryce’s dynamic and 
positive management and leader¬ 
ship style and his passionate belief 
in personal contact.” 

He is particularly praised for his 
ability to take the political dimen¬ 
sion entirely in his stride. 

Lt Bryce joined the Navy in 
1977 as a Marine Engineering 
Artificer Apprentice. He was 
selected for commission in 1991, 
and gained a post-graduate diplo¬ 
ma in Nuclear Reactor 
Engineering Technology. 

He is now working at 
Portsmouth Naval Base for the 
Director of Naval Base Support. 


Shocking loss 
of Lancastria 


THE Type 22 frigate, HMS 
Campbeltown, is midway 
through her Indian Ocean 
deployment and has just 
broken her own mileage 
record, clocking up 7,641 
nautical miles in one 
month. 

Campbeltown sailed from 
Plymouth in early February for 
a six-month deployment. 

She joined HMS Ocean as part 
of the coalition efforts to curb 
international terrorism and has 
spent long periods at sea in the 
Gulf of Aden. 

Even with her allied commit¬ 
ments, the frigate has managed to 
fit in some enjoyable spells during 
her time away. Mombasa in Kenya 
has proven a particularly memo¬ 
rable visit - in terms of Service, 
sport and family life. 

A considerable number of 
Campbeltown’s ship’s company 
attended a memorial service at the 
Seaman’s Mission in Mombasa for 
the nine men of HMS Brilliant 
who lost their lives in a helicopter 
crash 13 years earlier. 

In the sporting field, the ship’s 


JUNE saw the 62nd annual pil¬ 
grimage of the HMT Lancastria 
Association to mark one of 
Britain’s worst maritime disasters. 

An estimated 4,000 people, 
including troops, refugees and 
medical staff, died when the troop 
ship Lancastria was bombed off St 
Nazairc in World War II. 

Over 80 people, including sur¬ 
vivors, travelled to France to visit 
the Lancastria Memorial and be 
taken to the site by HMS Shetland 
to lay a wreath over the wreck. 


Judgemental 


PRODUCERS of a new daily 
BBC quiz show are asking for con¬ 
testants from the Royal Navy to be 
judgemental. 

Judgemental confronts each 
contestant with a group of com¬ 
plete strangers, and armed with a 
tiny amount of information about 
them, the contestant must judge 
who has the best grasp of general 
knowledge. 

Call the BBC on 020 7434 6810. 


Tank 

you 


Campbeltown 


record nines 


clocks up 
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Reunions 


| Over to You 


August 

RNA Barnsley Branch tenth anniversary 
of Town. Sea Cadets, RNA and RFA Fort 
Victona takes place from August 2 to 4. 
Further details from E Dyson. 10 Westville 
Road. Barnsley S75 2TP, tel: 01226 283363 
HMS Manchester Association Church 
service at St Ann’s Church, Portsmouth 
Naval Base on August 11 at 1000, to com¬ 
memorate the 60th annrversary of the loss of 
HMS Manchester on Pedestal Convoy in 
1942. Details: M.T. Broad, 2 Park Farm Rd. 
Purbrook, Hants P07 5HN, tel 023 9226 
8696 

September 

HMS Tiger: The fourth reunion and AGM 
will take place at Loch Long. Scotland, on 
September 6 Transport is laid on. For details 
contact ’Doc' Porter on 01642 644389 or Phil 
on 01482 784340. 

HMS North wood RNR Remember Hut 
93 and/or BrackenhiW House? Where are you 
now? An all-ranks, informal reunion will take 
place on September 7. More details from Mrs 
Julia Pugh. 30 Lower Fern Rd. Newton Abbot 
TQ12 4TQ. tel: 01626 361290, or email: 
/ulespugh® hot mail, com 

Invincible WO & CPO Mess: Reunion 
Ladies Dining-in Night'. September 21. For 
further information contact Tom Gisby. 
Camelot, 7. Halting Dane, Shepherdswell. 
CT15 7LS. tel; 01304 830481. email: 
tom.gisby@ 7camebt freeserve. co. uk 

HMS Wild Goose Association reunion 
at the Britannia Hotel. Coventry from 
September 20-23. Details from Ken Hayes. 3 
Ivy House Park. Henlade, Taunton TA3 5HR. 


HMS Newcastle Association reunion for 
all ships of that name at the Home Club. 
Portsmouth, from September 20-22. Contact 
Ray Young. 109 Westernmoor, Washington. 
Tyne & Wear NE37 1LT, tel: 0191 4167959 or 
email: HmsyoungOaot.com 

October 

The Royal Oak Survivors Association 

memorial service and wreath laying at the 
RN Memorial, Southsea Common, on 
October 12 at 1100. Chaplain Rev Ron 
Paterson leading the service Details from 
Kenneth H. loop. 5 Downsland Rd. 
Basingsloke RG21 8TU. 

HMS Norfolk (cruiser 1930-50) reunion 
dinner of the Old Norfolks Association on 
October 12 at the Post House. Plymouth, at 
7.30pm. Contact Ken Moth. 28 Greenside 
Drive, Lostock Green. Northwich CW9 7SR. 
tel: 01606 46228 

Ex-US Coast Guard Cutters 1941-46 
reunion at the Bull Hotel, Peterborough, on 
October 16. Details from Sid Simkin on 
01953 602656 

HMS Collingwood Association mini 
reunion at the Ashton Court Hotel. Coventry, 
from October 18-21. Details from Mike 
Crowe. 7 Heath Road. Lake. Sandown. IOW 
P036 8PG 

Newport Sea Cadets are holding a 
Trafalgar Day dinner on Saturday October 19 
at the Masonic Hall in Newport For more 
details and tickets, please contact Nik Rayer 
on 07889 535494. email nikrayerOaol.com 

The Fighting Forty: The long-awaited 
reunion of HMS Sirius 1966-93 will take 
place in HMS Raleigh on the weekend of 
October 19. SAE to CPO(S) Ayres. FOST 


UWW. Raleigh Block. HMS Drake. Plymouth. 
Devon PL2 2BG; maximum numbers -180 - 
book earty' 

848 NAS 1952-56. The Commando Ftying 
Training Squadron based at Yeovilton, will 
hold a Golden Jubilee event on October 24. 
the 50th Anniversary of the Squadron's form¬ 
ing for Malayan Emergency. Former 
Squadron members of all formations will 
attend. Details Lt Sean Cox. 848 NAS on 
01935 456715 or Les Smith, Secretary of 848 
Malaya Association., tel: 01584 831397. 

February 2003 

HMS Andromeda Second reunion of the 
first Commission of HMS Andromeda 1968- 
1971 from February 28 to March 2, 2003 at 
the Aston Court Hotel. Coventry. For details 
contact Rick (Matty) Matthews on 01522 
868623 or Birdy Cage on 01394 461082. or 
email: rickmatthewshbtintemet.com 

April 2003 

HMS Ladybird (Sasebo-Japan 1950-53) 
Association reunion at the County Hotel. 
Promenade. Llandudno from Apnl 4 to 7. A 
warm welcome awaits all ex-crew of HMS 
Tyne, who were at the changeover with HMS 
Ladybird in Sasebo 1953 Contact Terry 
Cooper. 28 Hopgrove Lane South. Malton 
Rd. York Y032 9TG. fel/fax: 01904 425883 
or email: TERRYCOOPER7@aol com 

October 2003 

Bordkameradschaft ‘Scharnhorst’ will 
have their final reunion in October of 2003 in 
Wilhelmshaven. Details can be obtained 
from Wolfgang Kube. Nuamberger Strasse 
16. 56075 Koblenz, Germany 


Calling Old Shipmates 


HMS Hardy (1944) Rolfe Monteith (MID 
RCN at the time) would like to hear from any 
survivors when the ship was torpedoed in 
January '44 while escorting a convoy to 
Murmansk. He Is in contact with Larry 
Mutton, a 5th Class ERA. Contact Rolfe on 
01372 210573 or email: annOdircon.co.uk 
HMS Kent 1971-75: Seeking shipmates 
of Kevin Clement (Clem), especially John 
(Skid) Rowe. Dave (Hutch) Hutchings. 
Pincher Martin. George Torr, Ronni Carroll 
and Ian (Bemie) Berness. Contact Kevin 
Clement, 6 Todhurst House, Canal Walk, 
Portsmouth POl 1LQ, tel: 023 9279 6755 or 
email: clementfamityOcwctv.net 

TS Bicester/TS Alliance are trying to 
contact ex-cadets from Willesden and St 
Marylebone SCC from 1942 onwards. 
Contact Lt(SCC) Nina L Villa RNR. 35 King 
Arthur Court. Cheshunt EN8 8EH. tel 07904 
953 916 or email: Turnip09@hotmail.com 
Andrew ‘JW’ Lemmon seeks old fnend 
Danny Carroll. They served together in HMS 
Manchester when rt was first commissioned 
Danny was best man at Andrew's wedding 
and was last known in HMS Brave in the 90s 
If anyone knows of his whereabouts or any of 
the following: Graham (Pincher) Martin. Dave 
Forshaw. Kevin (Doss) Livingston or anyone 
from 3Q mess contact Andrew at 30 Walcote 
Close. Hinckley. Leics. tel: 01455 238250 or 
email: andrew.lemmonObtopenworid.com 
HMS Loch Killisport Seeking shipmates 
from 1955 from the first RN ship to go through 
the Suez Canal after the crisis. Contact Ron 
Soapy' Watson. 4 Sanderson Place. 
Newbigging. Angus, tel: 01382 370544. email 
walsononewbioging. fsnet. co. uk 

Tony ‘Taft’ Roberts seeks any shipmates 
that remember him. He served on board 
HMS Birmingham. Illustrious. Hermes. 
Invincible 1971-76. in particular Dave Forster 
and Max Wall. Contact him at 54 Lintonmarc 
Drive. Redcliffe. Perth 6104. W Australia or 
email: cougar@tnet.com.au 

HMS Manchester 1989-92: Tom Petty 
LS(R) would like to hear from oppos on the 
Mighty Manch’ (Gulf War) between above 
dates Contact him at 57 Benhooks Avc. 
Bishops Storttord CM23 3RG. tel: 01279 
831919 or email: adrian.petty@nttworid.com 
Dean 'Maddy' Maddison who served in 
Invincible 1981-83 (Falklands/West Indies 
Tour), wants to hear from anybody who can 
remember/served in the comms department. 
Also seeking a shipmate who served in HMS 
Cardiff - Barry Edward Smith (Smithy), who 
left 1985-86 and went to New York. He was 
best man at Dean’s marriage to Jane in 
1989 Last known of in Comwall/Devon area 
Contact Dean at 173 Railway St. Heywood. 
Lancs OLIO 1NJ. Tel: 01706 366661 or 
email: dean. maddison93@freeserve co. uk 
HMS Ambuscade: Seeking anyone who 
served in Ambuscade 1978-82; contact Jock 
Anderson, especially it they know the where¬ 
abouts of Alan Hands (Brum). Neil and Ian 
Frame and Sharky Ward Contact Jock at 13 
Victoria Rd. Wellingborough, Northants NN8 
1HN. tel: 01933 272892. or email: 

nigetOnanderson 13. fsnet. co. uk 

HMS Otter (SI5): Seeking crew members 
of first commission (August 29. 1962). possi¬ 
ble reunion. Contact Dave Hallas. 185 Arle Rd. 
Cheltenham GL51 8LS. tel: 01242 580841. 
email dave@charabanc.demon.co.uk 

HMS Highflyer (CWRS) 1958-59 P.W. 
Chandler (ex-LRO) wants to contact mem¬ 
bers of the Parakeets' skiffle group, namely 
Jock Fawns and Jock Beattie, or anyone who 
recalls them; 28 McTaggart Street. 
Capalaba. Queensland 4157. Australia, 
email: chandterfamity@ozemail.com.au 
Tnsh Gibson wntes on behalf of Cecil 
John Hughes, known as Spike, who seeks 
info on shipmates who served with him on 
MTBs 70 and 236 between 1941-42. He was 
based at Dover and wants to hear from any¬ 
one and also any news as to what happened 
to the MTBs. Contact Trish Gibson, 82 Ripon 
Street. Roker. Sunderland or email: 
bleachedbtondeOtiscali.co.uk and she will 
forward all into 

Chns 'Cheyenne' Body seeks ex-R02 
Ken Hopwood, from the 1960s. They both 
served in Amphibious Observations with 
Naval Gunfire Support and were stationed at 
JSAWC Poole in 1960 and both later posted 
to Hong Kong and attached to 3 Amphibious 
Observation Troop RA. Whitfield Barracks. 
Kowloon 1960-61 He is believed to have 
come from Manchester, and would be about 
65 now. Contact Chris at 199 Sandbanks 
Road. Poole BH14 8EJ, or email: 
Cheyenne. bodyOnttworid. com 

HMS Brazen, 3 Golf Mess Alan Buster’ 
Brown seeks old fnends. especially Jessie 
Owen. Dickie Bird and Twizzle Thompson or 
anybody senring June 85 and June 88 who 
knew him. Contact Buster at 48 Garston Rd. 
Corby NN18 8NH. tel: 01536745592. email: 
busterbrownBOhotmail. com 

HMS Nottingham 1995-6: Stephen 
Suckling seeks PO(EW) O'Shaughnessy. 
drafted after the tour of the Adriatic in 96. 
Also members of 2P Mess (Seamans mess) 
on board for the '96 Adnatic tour. Contact him 


on stephen.suckJing@barctays.co.uk 

HMS Bulwark Colin Akfred seeks John 
Peterson (Channel Islands) and Derek 
Brownley (Mansfield) who served in Bulwark 
1961-63. Colin also wants to hear from any¬ 
one else who knows him from this or any 
other ship or RN Hospitals. Contact Colin at 
18 Groomes Close. Hopton-on-Sea. Great 
Yarmouth NR31 9DG. tel: 01502 732740. 
email: colinatdred@trscati.co.uk 

HMS Abdiel Stokers who served in the 
Gulf in 1989-90 - does anyone know the 
whereabouts of CPO Sandy Sanderson or 
MEML Shaun Steward? Contact Colin 
Dowson. 21 Oakwood Drive. Berth, KA15 
1BE, email: COLINDOWSON@aol.com 
HMS Intrepid B. Young seeks former 
shipmates 1973-76. in particular those of the 
tankies mess 3HA2 - Charlie Jones. Jim 
Morrow. George Nixon. Taff Thomas; also 
Scouse Jones who sang like a bird. Steve 
Gunning and Eddie Valente... bezzy oppos in 
a three-year time capsule. Contact B. Young. 
7 Blakeney Lea. Whitehall Country Park. 
Cleethorpes, N. Lines, tel: 01472 211103 or 
email: BAS.YOUNG@conoco.com 

HMS Salisbury: Eddie Key. and old hand 
in the engine room. 13 mess, seeks old ship¬ 
mates who served between 1956-61. includ¬ 
ing Jock Guthne. Jack Law, George Coulson. 
Contact Eddie at 188 Burton Rd. Woodville. 
DE11 7JR. tel: 01283 216041 or email: 
ianOkeyi. freeserve. co. uk 

HMS Birmingham: Gavin Johno' 
Johnston seeks ex-AB Stuart Knight, with 
whom he trained before he joined HMS 
Cardiff around 1991. He was from Bnghton 
and is now marned. Also any boys with 
whom he served In HMS Birmingham in 
Bosnia. Contact Gavin at 18 Forvie Circle. 
Aberdeen AB22 8TA. lei: 01224 821407 or 
email: Gavin.Johnston1@btintemet.com 
HMS Eskimo: Fred eek! Freestone seeks 
two old oppos from late 1976 to late 1978. 
Bungy' Edwards and Bungy' Williams. The 
former came from Rainham, Kent, and possi¬ 
bly became a postie LMEM Bungy’ Williams 
became a mechanic. Contact Fred at 5 
Mayles Close. Stevenage SGI 2GE. email: 
FreestoneD. raittrack@ems. rail. co. uk 

HMS Hermes: Derek Barron seeks Clive 
Metcalfe (stewards branch), who served in 
HMS Hermes mid-70s and later on Flag 
Officer Portsmouth/CINC Staff. He was best 
man to Derek in 1977. Contact Derek at 13a 
Longwood Ave. Cowplain P08 8HX. tel: 023 
9225 7513. email: judder.long@virgin.net 
Liz Larnach (Ross), seeks Julie Briefly 
(Harper); they were both at RNAS Brawdy 
1964 -1967. Julie was a general steward and 
Liz an officer's steward. Julie marned Ken 
Briefly, also in the Navy and got a transfer to 
Faslane after they married. Any news would 
be appreciated, also from anyone who 
recognises Liz’s name Contact Liz at 21 
Glenshiel Place. Hilton. Inverness, tel: 01463 
240958 or email: w.lamach@tiscati.co.uk 
LMA Tony Jackson 1976-86 and 1991 
seeks LMA Paul D. Gully, from Abingdon, he 
bought a house in Plymouth after being med¬ 
ically invalided out and became a drug rep; 
also LMA Alan Haycock, from Solihull, they 
served together in RNH Stonehouse. 
Plymouth. 1980s. Tony last saw Alan when he 
was serving in RNH Gibraltar and Tony was in 
Fearless in 1984 Tony is at 145 The Hill. 
Glapwell, Chesterfield S44 5LU. tel 01623 
811524. email tony.iacksonOnttworid.com 
Arthur Terry Hall joined the Navy in 
March 1964 at Ganges, and was drafted to 
Raleigh in Apnl 1965 He served in HMS 



This brooch, slightly larg¬ 
er than a 2p piece, was 
found on Southsea beach 
- can anyone provide 
CCMEA Cameron with 
any information about it? 
Was it made for a special 
occasion, or a souvenir 
on general sale? Contact 
CCMEA Cameron on 
01436 674321 ext 6651. 


Barrosa. HMS Penelope. HMS Chichester 
and S/M Sealion. He was bom in July 1940 
in Bletchley. and had the nickname Nobby. If 
you remember him. contact him at 356 
Whaddon Way. Bletchley. Milton Keynes. 
MK3 7JX, tel: 01908 630498. 

Frank Smith is looking for Cyril Terry and 
Tony McDonald from his National Service 
days in 1956-58. Cyril was last known of in 
Wolverhampton and Tony was living in 
Cheadle Hulme. Frank is at 4 Naturi Court. 
Ridgehaven. 5097, South Australia or email: 
ulsterOchariot. net.au 

HMS Diamond: Fred Nowell was a MEM 
1 on HMS Diamond July 1955 to April 1957. 
and seeks anyone who served with him at 
the time. Contact Fred at 1 Valley View 
Close, Torre, Torquay TQ1 4DY, tel: 01803 
314840, or through his daughter via email: 
Juhe@inowell. freeserve.co. uk 

HMS Ganges, May 13 1975: Did you join 
on this date? HMS Sultan, 23rd June 1975, 
Waggy. Scouse Lewis. Scruff. Bob Elder, Kev 
Drewery. Tug Wilson and all the others. HMS 
Mohawk Stokers Mess (2N) 1976-79 
Contact Joe Artis on 01483 836919 or email 
grartisOtesco net 

Bob Garratt trained on the 60th Observer 
Course at Piarco, Tnnidad (October 1943 to 
April 1944). Is he the only 'ex-60th Course' 
who reads Navy News ? Contact Bob at 6. 
Heathside Court, 28 Avalon. Poole BH14 
8HT. tel: 01202 706792. email: 

BobGarrattOaot. com 

HMS Ark Royal 1969-73, Scouse 
Harrison (4R2 Mess Stewards) seeks Mick 
Lander, best man at his wedding in 1972. 
Flag Officer Medway House Staff 1973-75 
and 77-79. Seeking staff who worked or were 
resident in the Staff Quarters, in particular 
Alan (Elsie) Tanner. ex-LSTD. Slim Setters. 
ex-CPO Coxswain, Roy (Les) Lyle, Civilian 
Driver to FOM. Pat Garrett. ex-LSTD. 
Contact Scouse at 17 Gray Close. Innsworth. 
Glos GL3 1EE, email: Scouse12@AOL.com 
Seeking MEM(L) Martin Sutherland 
Martyn Macdonald left HMS York in 1989. 
when Martin was still on board. He left the 
service 1990 and they lost contact. Martyn 
Macdonald. 15 Humewood Grove. Norton. 
Stockton-on-Tees TS20 1JU. tel: 01642 
807232. email: andrea.martyn@nttworid.com 
HMS Fisgard, Series 36 entry May 4 
1959: There were more than 100 joined that 
day. five are in contact - where are the rest 7 
Roger Newman (Exmouth Div) 01785 663819. 
rogermichael.newman@nttwortd.com or 
Pete Smithers (Blake Div) 01249 656711. 
psOpmpms fsnet. co. uk 

John ‘Shiner’ Wright served on the 
Blake tor its first commission in 61-63, and 
he seeks anybody from that commission 
Contact John Wright. La palmera 2. piso 6. 
Camino del Barranco de Cotrobro. 
Almuriecar. Granada 18690. Spam, or email 
myto5 7martm@hotmait. com 

Bnan (Ginger) Abrahams seeks anyone 
with 848 NAS in Borneo and Sarawak, espe¬ 
cially D Flight dunng 1965-66 In contact with 
the Gaffer, now Capt John Kelly RN rtd 
Possible reunion. Contact Brian at 120 
Organ Hall Rd. Boreham Wood. Herts WD6 
4TL or email: wrinkteyone@aot.com 

Seeking Sig Brian Salter: National 
Service 1955 training at HMS Mercury and 
HMS Ocean during Suez Crisis Home town 
Crewkerne, Somerset, last heard of living in 
Bristol after demob as landlord of pub In 
Fishponds and subsequently working for 
Hales Cakes as rep Old shipmate Sig. 
Richard Wooller. HMS Ocean and HMS 
Undaunted, still living in Eastbourne wants 
to arrange meeting to catch up on old times 
in Gib and Pompey. Tel: 01323 733195 or 
email: regcpro@aol.com 

Paul O’Neill seeks Spider Kelly, believed 
currently on Plymouth-based ship. ex-Royal 
Manne and brother-in-law to Spider Contact 
Paul at 9 Somerset Rd. Walmer, Deal CT14 
7TD. or email: Paut@carotynne.fsnet.co.uk 
HMS Caicos 1943-46 Contact ex-Asdic 
operator John Patrick at 16 Meadow Walk. 
Higham Ferrers. Rushden, Northants NN10 
8EL or email: John.Patrick3@nttworid.com 
Geoff Bartlett seeks old fnend. former 
Marine David Robinson nickname 
Sparrow. Last known to be living in Plymouth 
in 1997. Contact Geoff at 95 St James 
Avenue. Ramsgate. Kent CT12 6DZ. Tel: 
01843 596076 or Mob: 07974 712870 or 
email Userb533@aol.com 

HMS Malagas, a Naval air base near 
Capetown: Seeking 'Taffy' Martin from the 
Met Office around 1945 Contact Gershon 
Epstein. Kibbutz Kfar Hanassi. Upper 
Galilee, 12305. Israel or email: 
gershosh@kfar- hanassi. org. it 

Seeking crew of HMAFD 55: Do you 
remember the trip of a lifetime; From 
Thames to the Irrawaddy?' Contact 
exPO/MM 1943-47 J.R. Fitzwilliams. 10 
Gladstone Rd. Farnborough Village. 
Orpington BR6 7EA. tel: 01689 812724. 


Bob Webber served 1949-58 on many ships, 
mostly HMS Euryalus 1950-51, HMS 
Defiance 1951-53, HMS Eagle 1955-56: he 
was Melanie Welsher's father, and he died in 
1991. She wants to hear from anyone who 
served with him can remember him. Contact 
Melanie. 23 Spring Gardens, Minehead TA24 
6BH. 

Lt Alexander (Sandy) Gunn Philip A/E: 
Bom Aberdeen on June 28. 1923. marned 
Elizabeth Mackay in 1947. two daughters. 
Trish and Sue. He served at HMS Vulture as 
Fleet Air Engineer, S/Lt in 814 NAS also at 
HMS Daedalus. He went on to work as a 
solicitor in Penang. His brother and daugh¬ 
ters would like to know of him. but if he does 
not wish to contact them, use the Salvation 
Army Family Tracing Service (contact David 
Sutton) on 020 7367 4572 quoting ref 301 
3695. They will not disclose an address with¬ 
out consent. Or contact Tnsh on 020 8224 
9467 or email: trish symon@hotmail.com 

MTB 670: John Pooler seeks info on the 
operations of'MTB 670. Did you serve on 
her? Was she at Taranto? Contact John at 
Corner House. Boston Rd. Saxthorpe. 
Norwich NR11 7BS. tel: 01263 587614 

HMS Bicester: Vicky Kilroy seeks info on 
Gunner Yeoman Harry Johnson, on board 
when Bicester went to the Lacadeve Islands 
in the Indian Ocean after the war (o collect 
outstanding taxes Commander in charge 
was Bennet. Contact Vicky on 0161 212 
2925. email: Tncky84273330l@aol.com 

HMS Fearless (L10): It is planned to pro¬ 
duce a book about the ship; any old photos, 
stories from any of the ship's former crews 
would be welcomed Contact CPO (M) 
Danny Toms. HMS Fearless. BFPO 283 

HMS Victorious: Lionel Mumford seeks 
into on movements 1944 to 1950. Portland 
Did anyone out there serve with PO/Stoker 
Mechanic Albert (Bert) John Henry Mumford 
from Bnxham? Contact Lionel at 11 Paddock 
Walk. Milbome Port, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 
5EA, email: lionel.mumford@lineone.net 

War Memorial, Plymouth Hoe: Mrs D. 
Holmes' husband was in the Guard of 
Honour at the opening of the War Memorial, 
but the photo has been lost. Does anyone 
have a copy that she can reproduce? 
Contact Mrs Holmes. 29 Gaisgill Ave. 
Westoate. Morecambe LA4 4UF. 

SS Blackeath was torpedoed on January 
10. 1945 off Cape Sparlel. drifted ashore 
Tangier International Zone. Ben Higgs was a 
signalman on the Kilbury. the ship that res¬ 
cued the survivors. He would like info of the 
eventual salvage and also if the submanne 
was within the three-mile limit. Contact Ben 
at 64. Western Road. Newhaven BN9 9JN. 

Zippo lighter found in woods, near 


Homdean. Portsmouth. Contact Mr Scorey 
on 023 9259 3065 

Are there any WWII Navy Gunners who 
can remember the old .303 stopped Lewis 
machine gun and the .50 Browning or 
Vickers machine guns? Was the maximum 
effective range of these guns 1,000 and 
1.500 yards respectively? If you can put John 
Hampton's mind at rest, contact him at 879 
Dorchester Rd. Upwey. Weymouth DT3 5QJ. 

Portsmouth Stokers Field Gun Crew, 
1937: John George Humphrey wants a copy 
of this photo to replace one he lost in a fire. 
He would also like to contact W. Hudson, 
with whom he joined up. Contact Mrs C. 
Hayes. 6 Wheatfield Way. East Moulscomb. 
Bnghton BN2 4RQ. 

Lt Krishan Gopal Khullar was an officer 
in the RN 1930-50. and his family want to 
know more of his career If anyone knows of 


him and has photos, stories etc contact 
Shant R Khullar. 14222 S W 101 Lane. 
Miami. Flonda. 33186-6967. USA. 

HMS Chieftain: If anyone knows the 
whereabouts of the ship's bell contact Pete 
Martey; his wife, Wendy, was christened on 
Chieftain and her name was engraved on the 
bell. Her father was PO Elec Phil Steward. 
Contact Peter at 54 Keswick Crescent. 
Estover. Plymouth PL6 8TS, tel: 0t752 
787274 or email: peterwendpete@aol.com 

HMS Crane was broken up in 1965. 
Does anyone know what happened to her 
and any of her artefacts, especially the name 
plates. The Honours Board has been found 
in the Royal Naval Museum at Portsmouth. If 
anyone knows the whereabouts of any items, 
no matter how small, contact the Secretary. 
Tony Nuttall. on 0115 952 6363 or email: 
cranesnest@ntlworid. com 


At your Service entries 

■ Notices for this page should be brief, clearly written or typed and 
addressed to - The Editor, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth. POl 3HH 
or email: edit@navynews.co.uk. If you are sending your notice in via email, 
please include your full address and telephone number. 

■ Reunions appear in date order, and requests to place an entry in a par¬ 
ticular edition cannot be guaranteed. 

■ Please send in Reunions at least three months (preferably four) before 
the month of the event. 

■ There may be a delay before items appear, due to the volume of 
requests. 

■ Entries are free to non-commercial organisations. Items pertaining to 
commercial work, books and publications for profit can only appear as 
paid-for advertising. 

■ The Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse publication of submitted 
notices. 

■ Space does not allow us to accept more than one free insert. Any sub¬ 
sequent notice will have to be paid for at advertising rates. 


— 

The Ex-Forces’ on-line club 

www.20thCenturyComrades.com 

...more than just a reunion site 


HMS RFA & RNA WALL SHIELDS 
Direct from the Manufacturer 
Handmade to order 



6in x 7V2 


£21.20* inc UK postage 
' add Cl.45 for optional mottortitle scroll 
Up to 40% discount with quantity orders 
C&A BEHARRELL 
187, Victoria Avenue, Hull, HU5 3EF 
Tel,Tax: 01482 213398 
Please send SAE for Brochure 


ADVERTISE ON 
OUR WEBSITE! 

Now you can reach 
a truly global audience! 
To find out more contact 
Sheila Thompson on: 

023 9275 6951 

www.navynews.co.uk 


Tk& Association of 

Royal Navy Officers 


Patron Her Majesty The Queen 


ARNO is both an officers charity and a 
membership association which is open to 
serving and retired commissioned officers 
of the RN. RM. QARNNS.WRNS. and their 
Reserves. Formed In 1925, ARNO's primary 
purpose is to assist officers and their 
dependants in need with grants and 
bursaries from the proceeds of its assets, 
which exceed £3 million. 

Today ARNO's 9.300 members are offered 
both financial and other advantages, the 
former very comfortably exceeding the 
annual subscription (£10 per annum or 
£150 for Life) 

Tel: 020 7402 5231 
Fax: 020 7402 5533 
e-mail: ARNO@eurosurf.com 
www.eurosurf.com/ARNO 


Grants to members In need and 
bvsartes for children 
Trade discounts including: 

• Inuironcr & Aaunmce • AwtomoMr Astooaoon 

• Mo/tfofr and Legal • Travel & Accommodation 

• Pnrate Health Insurance • Jewellery A O*no 

• Dining Out 

Annual Year Book uiith much useful 

and interesting information 

R list of members names and 

addresses mu* c* mni 

free financial, legal 6 property aduice 

free or reduced cos! medical 

consultations 

Re-Training Grants 

Reqional Social functions (subsidised) 

Group Holidays Abroad at 

favourable rates 

mail Redirection 

Home Exchange "Bank" 

mastercard 

Used Uniform Sales facility 
Use of The llaval Club In mayfair 


far membership apphcaoon form, please complete the foOowmg 

TO: LT CDR I H P COOMBES RN. ARNO. 70 PORCHESTER Tee. LONDON W2 3TP 

Please send me details and a membership apphcouoa form: 


Wf 



The Admiralty Collection 


From the makers of Admiralty Charts 
a range of fine quality prints from the fascinating era of 
exploration and discovery 


For a FREE CATALOGUE 
please contact: 

The Sea Chest Nautical Bookshop, 
Queen Anne's Battery Marina, 
Plymouth, Devon PL4 OLP. 

Tel:+44 (0)1752 222012 
FAX: +44 (0)1752 252679 
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• Capt Patrick Walker lays a wreath as President 
of the Captain Walker’s Old Boys Association 


• Rear Admiral Derek Anthony takes the salute from 
Battle of the Atlantic veterans 


LIVERPOOL may be the focus of Battle of the Atlantic com¬ 
memorations, but ports and communities in Northern Ireland 
also played a significant role in the campaign. Londonderry 
branch of the Royal Naval Association paid their respects at a 
ceremony in the city, when a parade was led by the Churchill 
Flute Band. Veterans and RNA members who marched were led 
by S/M Harry Geddis, the No 12 Area Chairman (port side in pic¬ 
ture) and Londonderry Branch Chairman S/M Bill Rowlston. 
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Final Atlantic anniversary 
given special status by 


COMMEMORATIONS 
for the Battle of the 
Atlantic have been ear¬ 
marked by the Admiralty 
Board as the Royal Navy’s 
most important World War 
II 60th anniversary event - 
and the 2003 celebration 
will be the last. 

The final commemoration 
next year .marks the end of the 
longest-running campaign of 
World War II, which resulted 
in the deaths of more than 


70,000 sailors from both sides. 

Liverpool will he the location for 
a week of official events in May 
recalling the conflict between U- 
boats, freighters and escorting 
Royal Navy warships 

The Battle of the Atlantic began 
within hours of the declaration of 
war in 1939 and ended five years, 
eight months and four days later. 

In that time, more than 2,500 
Allied and neutral ships were sunk, 
representing some 12.8 million 
tons, and 500 German U-boats 
were destroyed. 

The final toll was 30,000 mer¬ 
chant seamen, 8,000 Allied 
Servicemen, 6,000 person¬ 
nel from Coastal 
Command and 29,000 
German submariners 
Merseyside was chosen 
to host the event because 
of its crucial role in ensur¬ 
ing Britain won the Battle 
of the Atlantic - and ulti¬ 
mately World War II. 

On February 7, 1941, 
the then Commander-in- 
Chief, Plymouth handed 
over the new Western 
Approaches Command to 
Admiral Sir Percy Noble. 
Together with Air Vice- 
Marshal Robb, who direct¬ 
ed the operations of 15 
Group RAF, he estab¬ 
lished underground HQ in 
Derby House near 
Liverpool’s Town I fall. 

This is now the Western 
Approaches Museum, and 


will be the scene for lectures on the 
maritime events during the com¬ 
memoration weekend. 

Admiral Noble established the 
integrated support groups and 
training schools to tackle the U- 
boat menace, but he was relieved 
in November 1942 by Admiral Sir 
Max Horton, who was himself a 
submariner and a personal choice 
of Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill. 

Horton was an abrasive 
personality, who did not 
mind upsetting others to 
achieve his aims, and one of 
his first challenges was to 
solve the material shortages 
which continued to bedevil 
the counter-offensive. 

By late 1943 his efforts were 
showing signs of success, and the 
Allies were gaining the upper hand 
out in the Atlantic. 

Horton was ably supported by 
his escort commanders, particular¬ 
ly Capt Johnnie Walker of IIMS 
Starling, whose ships regularly 
berthed in Gladstone Dock and 
who used the council chamber of 
Bootle Town Hall as their opera¬ 
tional planning headquarters. 

Capt Walker’s Old Boys 
Association, whose President is 

■ Details of the 2003 commemorations are available on the web¬ 
site www.merseyside.org.uk/battleoftheatlantic2003 or in writing 
to The Battle of the Atlantic Officer (BOAO), RNHQ Merseyside, 
Brunswick Dock, Liverpool L3 4DZ. 


Capt Patrick Walker, grandson of 
Johnnie, still have an important 
role in the annual commemora¬ 
tion. The Association's annual 
reunion is always held to coincide 
with Battle of the Atlantic 
Weekend, with members gathering 
from far and wide. 

The 2003 Commemoration will 
run between Wednesday April 30 
and Tuesday May 6, and one of the 
highlights will be the annual ser¬ 
vice of remembrance at the city’s 
Anglican Cathedral on Sunday 
May 4. That will be followed by a 
march-past involving veterans. 
Service units and cadets. 

A number of RN and overseas 
navy warships, as well as merchant 
ships, will be on the Mersey for the 
occasion. Invitations have been 
sent to the 20 other nations 
involved in the Battle. 

Unlike the 50th anniversary, 
which featured a fleet review, the 
focus of events in 2003 will be 
ashore, with ceremonies, memorial 
services, march-pasts and military 
and civic receptions planned. 

The broad programme, based 
around the annual order of events, 
will also include band concerts, 
commemorative flypasts and static 
and dynamic military displays, and 
a number of WIPs will be present. 


RANGERS 

MILITARY SALES 


For your free information pack on how to purchase a new 
peugeot at special tax free or concession tax paid prices. 

rrrfll - www.peugeotmilitarysales.co.uk 

or call UK 01980 653434 to order by telephone 


Veterans gather for 
their march of pride 


THIS year’s Battle of the 
Atlantic commemorations saw 
300 proud veterans from the 
campaign gather in Liverpool, 
with the Anglican Cathedral 
providing the focal point. 

A congregation of around 1,700 
included 400 political, military and 
civilian distinguished visitors, 
alongside 600 representatives of 
Battle of the Atlantic associations. 

The service of commemoration 
was followed by a short ‘march of 
pride’ - short in deference to the 
age of many attending-- led by the 
Royal Marines Band Plymouth. 

Rear Admiral Derek Anthony, 
Flag Officer Scotland, Northern 
England and Northern Ireland 
(FOSNNI) was the senior Royal 
Navy officer in attendance at the 
event, co-ordinated bv staff at 
HMS Eaglet, and the admiral took 
the salute from the King’s Steps. 

HMS Sutherland, back 
from duty in the Caribbean, 
was Admiral Derek’s flag¬ 
ship, and provided a platoon 
of sailors for the parade. 

The Type 23 frigate hosted visits 
by a wide range of organisations, 
including the Magpie Association, 
Capt Walker’s Old Boys, Liverpool 
City Sea Cadets, Middleton Scouts 
and the Merseyside Fire Brigade. 

Sailors from Sutherland also 
took part in a number of sporting 
contests against local opposition, 
including a rugby match against 
Waterloo Rugby Club and a sailing 
contest with Kirkby Sailing Club. 

Some of the ship’s company 
managed to get on a personal tour 
of Liverpool FC’s Anficld stadium. 


A memorial service for the Capt 
Walker’s Old Boys Association was 
held at Bootle Memorial, where 
Admiral Anthony laid a wreath 
and inspected the Guard before 
meeting Association members. 

Also attending the memorial 
service was Capt Patrick Walker, 
Captain Faslane Flotilla at Clyde 
Naval Base and grandson of the 
legendary Capt Johnnie Walker, 
who first commanded the 36th 
Escort Group in HMS Stork and 
later led the Second Support 
Group to devastating effect in 
HMS Starling during the struggle 
against the U-boats. 

Admiral Anthony said: “We are 
delighted to sec so many veterans 
here and proudly taking part in the 
march-past. 

“Sadly, given the age and health 
of many of the veterans, we 
realise that the numbers able 
to make it to Liverpool each 
year is noticeably decreasing. 

“Therefore it has been 
decided that next year, the 
60th anniversary of the Battle 
of the Atlantic, will be the 
last one to be commemorat¬ 
ed in Liverpool. 

“Undoubtedly many of the 
different Associations will 
continue to commemorate 
the Battle of the Atlantic in 
their own way, ensuring that 
those brave men and women 
are never forgotten. 

“It is hoped that the 60th 
anniversary will be one of the 
most significant commemo¬ 
rative military events to be 
held in 2003.” 


• HMS Sutherland at Huskisson 
Docks in Liverpool 
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• The first Sea King AEW Mk2s on their delivery flight to HMS Illustrious for the journey down to the 
South Atlantic in 1982 










Fond farewell 
to the last of 
the Mk2 Kings 


THE LAST Flight of the 
Sea King Mk2 AEW 
(Airborne Early Warning) 
helicopters has left HMS 
Ark Royal. 

As the helicopters of 849 
Naval Air Squadron B Flight 
lifted off the flight deck to 
return to their Culdrosc home 
after Exercise Dynamic Mix, 
there was sadness for this was 
the last ever embarked trip for 
the Mk2 Sea Kings. 

The time has come for the Mk2s 
to move over for the latest version, 
the Mk7 Airborne Surveillance 
and Control (ASaC) Sea King, 
reckoned a step-change in opera¬ 
tional capability from the earlier 
aircraft. 

The motto of 849 Squadron is 
“The first to see”, and for most of 
the 50 years of AEW, the squadron 
has provided the eyes of the fleet 
and will continue to do so. 

849 A Flight and HO are in the 
process of converting to the new 
Mk7s which come equipped with 
state-of-the-art kit. 

These include the new strong- 
performance Searchwater 2000 
radar which comprises a high-pow¬ 
ered, multi-mode, pulse Doppler 
radar integrated with IFF and Link 
16 data/communication facilities. 

A comprehensive training pro¬ 
gramme in the use of this cutting- 
edge technology is under way, and 
849 A Flight is expected to embark 
with the first tnree aircraft in 
autumn this year. 

B Flight and 849 HQ will be 
equipped with three aircraft each 
by mid-2003. 

The Mk2 AEW Sea King heli¬ 
copter has had a long, illustrious 
career with the Royal Navy. 

The Falklands War was the start¬ 
ing point for this aircraft. The low- 
level attacks of fast-moving mis¬ 
siles on ships like HMS Sheffield 
graphically illustrated to the Navy 
the need for a Task Force to have 
an embarked Airborne Early 
Warning capability. 

This Ted to prompt action on the 
Navy’s part. Two Anti-Submarine 
Warfare Sea Kings were stripped 
of their sonar and rapidly convert¬ 
ed to carry a modified Searchwater 
radar, embarked on the aircraft 
carrier HMS Illustrious and sailed 
down to the South Atlantic. 

“The Bag” was bom - these 


adapted AEW Sea Kings were part 
of 824 Squadron’s hastily-formed 
D Flight. This Flight later 
reformed as 849 Squadron in 
Culdrosc in November 1984. 

The first Fleet Air Arm 
squadron dedicated to AEW, 849 
Squadron was originally commis¬ 
sioned in 1952. For almost 30 years 
the squadron flew a variety of fixed 
wing aircraft from carriers. 


BRINGING fresh eyes to bear 
on the world of the Navy, a 
management consultant and 
Navy lieutenant have taken 
part in a four-month job-swan. 

In June the two presented to the 
Admiralty Board the conclusions 
reached about their alternate lives. 

Aileen Bremner, an expert 
in human factors, has spent 
her time in HMS Ark Royal 
looking at retention issues, 
observing life in every 
department and at all levels. 

Her focus was on the people 
who served in this major warship. 
She said: “The ship had been very 
focused on mechanical and opera¬ 
tional issues, post-refit and pre- 
opcrational sea training. I encour¬ 
aged them to bring the level of 
focus on people up to same level.” 

Her examination of the ship’s 
policies and processes was general¬ 
ly positive: “There was no need for 
a ‘big bang’ approach to resolve 
the problems. Everything we did 
was self-help.” 

Aileen identified a need to 
enhance roles for greater job satis¬ 
faction and achieve better commu¬ 
nication throughout the ship. She 
also instigated a people forum for 
heads of department. 

Euan’s experiences as a consul¬ 
tant opened his eyes to how the 
commercial world compares to the 
front-line. “We look at capability, 
not cost,” he said. 

In his brief spell as an analyst for 


With the demise of larger con¬ 
ventional carriers, the squadron 
came out of commission on 
December 15, 1978, until the 
Falklands War brought AEW to 
prominence again. 

Almost 400 past and present 
members of the squadron gathered 
in Culdrosc for celebrations to 
mark 50 years of airborne early 
warning in the Fleet in May. 


consultancy Accenture, Euan 
moved to several different offices, 
ranging from London, Prague, to 
Peterborough. It made Euan 
realise that non-military jobs do 
not mean a stable 9-to-5 existence. 

The two found the experience 
leant itself to comparing and con¬ 
trasting. They found a similarity in 
terms of work ethic and styles, that 
both arc transient, but the differ¬ 
ence lies in the motivations. 

Aileen commented: “For us, 
motivation is linked to reward; for 
you, it is conviction in the job.” 

The two identified four key 
areas for development for both 
organisations. 

These included a commitment 
to act upon internal survey infor¬ 
mation; maximising potential by 
getting the best out of people; 
looking at how personnel are 
trained and developed; and taking 
a fresh look at the expectations of 
today’s recruits. 

The Assistant Chief of the Naval 
Staff Rear Admiral Tim 
McCIcmcnt who has championed 
this project, described himself as 
delighted with the success of the 
exchange. 

Although he enjoyed the experi¬ 
ence, Euan said: “It's good to be 
back. It was a fantastic eye-opener, 
but I like the Navy.” 

Aileen concluded: “I’ve gone 
from being a civilian who observed 
the Services on the News at Ten to 
someone who feels an immense 
respect for the Armed Forces and 
what they do.” 


Job-swap duo 
go back to 
business 



ICE SHIP 


ICE patrol ship HMS 
Endurance is home from 
her seven month deploy¬ 
ment to the frozen 
south. 

Pictured are WSTD 
Rachel Parle and LWAEM 
Julie Smart enjoying their 
jubilant return to her home 
port. 

Portsmouth is also 
Endurance’s affiliated city, 
and Elaine Baker, the Lord 
Mayor, went out to meet the 
ice ship to welcome her 
back on the morning of her 
homecoming. 

Next on Endurance’s 
schedule is a shore mainte¬ 
nance period where exten¬ 
sive work will be carried out 
to prepare her for her return 
back to the ice of Antarctica 
later this year. 



Each poster 


11.5 x 16 5 


N POSTERS! 

These exciting prints are taken from 
Naval exercises.They are perfect for 
framing and would make an ideal gift. 
There are 10 to collect 
UK Price O/S Price 

£1.25 each £1.75 each 

Collect all 10 
UK Price O/S Price 

£10.50 £12.56 

To order simply phone 
023 9282 6040 

Or write to - The Business Manager, 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth, Hants POI 3HH 
Or order online at www.navynews.cauk 

wqum payabfe to N**y Na»t to *ccompany ordon. For ordon ouuida 
!w UK payment can be nude by Cheque/lntemaoonal Money Order in 
5terbnf end drawn on UK ben II Or lor payment by Credit Card/Smuh. 
IRC A Abroad, pleate in* the coupon on page 4. 

Wftw note dean thown not ocTwot tire Wrote olkm 28 dcyl for deAvrry 

Tick poster(s) you require. 

Please complete this coupon and attach to the coupon on page 4. 

. R05 HMS Invincible Q 6. HMS Vanguard □ 

. D97 HMS Edinbugh □ 7. Sea King 

. F233 HMS Marlborough □ 8. Sea King Helicopter 
. D98 HMS York □ 9. Royal Marines Raider 

. HMS Triumph □ 10. Royal Marine in Kurdistan □ 



China Fleet 


Apartments 
from under £ 16 P P P n 

(July to October 2002. Based on 4 people sharing.) 

Naval personnel and families especially welcome 


% 


* 
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GOLDEN JUBILEEVISIT 
TO ARMED FORCES 
HMS EXCELLENT 
El JUNE EDO l 
DRILL ROUTINE 




KMMtrt d.av n , _ " • * / - 

And please tell the Chief Gl that one will not wear boots and gaiters,~nor ‘get fell in’ while at Whale Island!” 


NEWSVIEW 


Sporting spirit 
that lives on 


H AVING missed all the first 17 games of the World Cup, 
HMS Newcastle docked at East Cove in the Falklands 
just in time to catch the England v Argentina match. 

It was a key confrontation in which the ghosts of national 
rivalries, on and off the soccer pitch, came to the fore - as 
they did with the Russia v Japan fixture, the aftermath of 
which saw unprecedented scenes of rioting in Moscow. 

In 1945, following the Moscow Dynamos’ infamous autumn 
UK tour, George Orwell opined in his famous essay The 
Sporting Spirit that sport was “an unfailing cause of ill-will”. 

“If such a visit as this had any effect at all on Anglo-Soviet 
relations, it could only be to make them slightly worse," he 
wrote, just as the Cold War was kicking in. 

Well, Orwell was never all that keen on football anyway, 
but as usual he had a point. The newspapers at the time had 
been unable to conceal the fact that several of the matches 
led to much bad feeling. 

At the game with Arsenal, for example, a British and a 
Russian player came to blows and the crowd booed the ref¬ 
eree. The Russians believed Arsenal was actually an all- 
England combination and not merely a league team. 

But Orwell went further to claim that, at the international 
level, sport was simply “mimic warfare" and had nothing to do 
with fair play. 

“It is bound up with hatred, jealousy, boastfulness, disre¬ 
gard of all rules and sadistic pleasure in witnessing violence: 
in other words it is war minus the shooting," he argued. 

Orwell also thought the rapid spread of football as a world¬ 
wide phenomenon of mass entertainment was bound up with 
the rise of nationalism, with the “lunatic modem habit of iden¬ 
tifying oneself with large power units and seeing everything 
in terms of competitive prestige." 

He concluded: “If you wanted to add to the vast fund of ill- 
will existing in the world at this moment, you could hardly do 
it better than by a series of football matches between Jews 
and Arabs, Germans and Czechs, Indians and British, 
Russians and Poles and Italians and Jugoslavs, each match 
to be watched by a mixed audience of 100.000 spectators." 

Nearly 70 years on, alter those groupings hardly at all - 
and add a few more rivalries that have developed since - 
and you might feel that Orwell’s view is just as valid today. 

Y et the 2002 World Cup - of which the final outcome 
was still undecided at this time of writing - has been a 
remarkably wide-open contest, and not altogether short 
of goodwill either. 

The sort of goodwill that is generated by HM ships touring 
the world when scratch teams take on local sides (even 
sometimes national sides) and so often quit themselves well. 
In this they are good ambassadors of their country, not the 
front line of nationalism. 

These matches are truly jeux sans frontieres, in which 
sailors of all nationalities can perform at their best, hopefully 
without pressure from their political masters to succeed, 
which is the negation of the sporting spirit. 

Even so, the current contest has been played out against 
the nightmare backdrop of a possible nuclear exchange 
between India and Pakistan (which it frequently kept off the 
front pages) plus the threat of ‘dirty’ bombs and suicide 
attacks against HM ships by Al Qaeda. 

It is the sort of surreal situation the author of Animal Farm 
and 1984 might have viewed with his own blend of world- 
weary, wintry cynicism, completely undiminished by the pas¬ 
sage of time. 


Watch the birdie... 


LATEST of the Navy’s 
recruiting drives is hoping 
to fill gaps in its 
Photographic Branch - 
who were just the right 
people to come up with an 
eye-catching poster. 

A copy has now been sent 
to every ship and establish¬ 
ment. 

The route for transfer to the 
‘Phots’ is open to Royal 
Marines as well as RN person¬ 
nel. For RN personnel who 
have namet 3/3 and are med¬ 
ically fit, the details are in 
BR1066 Chap 15 Art 1506 and 
they should request for trans¬ 
fer via their Divisional Officer. 

Their local Phot section will 
also offer advice and informa¬ 
tion. Royal Marine personnel 
should apply via their 
Commanding Officer and here 
transfer of Service is required 
- that is, you leave the RM and 
join the RN. The procedure is 
laid down in BR8748 Chap 10 
Art 1004. 

Even so, once transferred 
the ex-Royal Marine is very 
likely to find himself working 
with the Marines as a 
Commando Brigade Photo¬ 
grapher or elsewhere with the 
Marines, so he will have the 
best of both worlds. 

The Joint School of 
Photography celebrates its 
30th anniversary this year. 
Although photography has 
been taught at RAF Cosford, 
near Wolverhampton, since 
1965, it was in 1972 that the 
first Joint School was estab¬ 
lished, all military photo¬ 
graphic training having 
moved there with the closure 
of HMS Fulmar at Lossie¬ 
mouth. 

Basic level professional 
photographic courses are 
much the same for all three 
Services, requiring 27 weeks 
of intensive training. 

The advent of digital tech¬ 
nology has lately turned mili¬ 
tary photography on its head. 
As all three Services rush to 
equip their photographic 
departments with the latest, 
state-of-the-art digital cam¬ 
eras, the need for film has 
diminished. 

Wet processing has practi¬ 
cally passed into the history 
books, and while there are 
still a few pockets of resis¬ 
tance lurking in a handful of 
photographic sections, the 
transition to dry digital dark¬ 
rooms is nearing completion. 



















































































ews.co.uk 


NAVY NEWS, JULY 2002 21 


Options | 

LINKS 

SANDOWN-CLASS HMS 
Penzance has been over to 
Northern Ireland to pay an 
inaugural visit to the town of 
Larne, the ship’s new Northern 
affiliation. 

This is hoped to be the first 
visit of many, as the mine 
countermeasures vessel has 
already built up close links 
with the council and local 
community. 

Penzance conducted a 
series of visits in June along 
the south coast, including 
Portsmouth for the military 
celebrations of the Golden 
Jubilee, before heading on to 
her hometown in Cornwall. 

The minehunter is scheduled 
to visit London in early July. 

D-Day recalled 
at Ouistreham 

OVER 200 people gathered at 
Sword Beach, Ouistrenam, for the 
service of remembrance at the 
Normandy Royal Navy/Royal 
Marines memorial. 

A guard of 12 was provided by 
HMS Kent, and other participants 
were units of French Marines, vet¬ 
erans of the 171 Free French who 
served in 4 Cdo, and 12 standards, 
including the National Standard of 
the LS I and Landing Craft 
Association. 

The service was for the Senior 
Service crews of the 4,(KK) landing 
vessels which carried the Allied 
soldiers to the Normandy beaches. 

■ CDRE Philip Wilcocks, laid a 
wreath at the Collingwood Corner 
Naval Division Memorial in 
Blandford Camp in early June. 

The Commodore HMS 
Collingwood represented the 
establishment at the annual 
memorial parade for those Naval 
men formed into a land-fighting 
division in World War I. 

Naval sleuths to 
solve 'murder' 



• The Navy’s newest fishery protection vessel, HMS Tyne 


New ship 
hits the 
water 


Watch 
the skies 

OVER 300 family and 
friends joined HMS 
Liverpool for a families’ 
day in June. 

The ship sailed in 
company with HMS St 
Albans for a busy day that 
included firefighting and 
flying displays by a Lynx 
helicopter and RAF 
Tornado G3. 

The HM Coastguard 
helicopter based at Lee- 
on-Solent provided a 
grand finale with a 
winching display. 

• PO Scott McLucas and 
i son Rhys enjoy the show 



Duke of 
York leads 
Falklands 
memorial 

ROYAL veteran of the Falklands 
War, the Duke of York attended 
the Falklands Memorial Day 
Remembrance Service at the dedi¬ 
cated Memorial Chapel at 
Pangbournc College in Berkshire 
in mid-June. 

Before the arrival of the royal 
guest, the College students parad¬ 
ed in their traditional naval uni- 
forms to salute the anniversary. 
They then formed a Guard of 
Honour. 

The ceremony brought together 
a new generation with the com¬ 
rades and families of the conflict 
20 years ago. 

Capt Michael Barrow, chairman 
of the Trust said: “The Chapel 
Trustees want to provide ail those 
involved in 1982 with a fitting act 
of remembrance that will round 
off this important weekend. 

“The response has been marvel¬ 
lous and we arc delighted that our 
patron, the Duke of York, who 
served with us ‘down South’, will 
be with us in the Queen’s Golden 
Jubilee year.” 

The Duke added a personal 
stone to the Trust’s Stone from 
Home project. 

These stones have been brought 
in by families, friends and veterans 
in memory of those lost in the 
South Atlantic conflict, and will be 
used to build a memorial eairn. 

■ Lady Thatcher led the memori¬ 
al held at Gosport’s Falkland 
Gardens. 

She laid a single white rose, 
which was followed by another 254 
flowers from local schoolchildren 
to mark each member of the three 
Services killed in the conflict. 

Hundreds of former soldiers, 
sailors and airmen marched 
through the Hampshire town in 
this major commemoration. 


THE BBC is searching for would- 
be investigators for a dramatised 
murder-mystery gameshow. 

The group will be isolated from 
their everyday lives, and live 
together in a camera-rigged house 
for up to 30 days while they search 
for the identity of the fictional 
murderer. 

Contact the BBC on 020 8576 
4728 or 3805. 

Reminder (or 
mountaineers 

BUDDING mountaineers who 
want to take part in the 2003 
Senior Service attempt on Mount 
Everest need to have their bids in 
for the end of July. 

Details of the trip were pub¬ 
lished in DCI RN 73/02. 


THE FIRST of a new gen¬ 
eration of Royal Navy fish¬ 
ery protection vessels has 
been launched. 

HMS Tyne was launched 
at Vospcr Thornycroft’s 
Woolston shipyard in 
Southampton by Lady Squire, 
wife of Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Peter Squire, Chief of the Air 
Staff. 

The new Offshore Patrol Vessel 
is expected to be handed over to 
i lie fishery Protection Squadron 
towards the end of this year. 

Tyne is the first of three River- 
class ships that have been procured 
in a ground-breaking agreement 
which secs Vospcr Thornycroft 
(VT) fund the £o0 million cost of 
the ships and charter them to the 


Royal Navy, initially for a period of 
five years. 

It is believed to be the first time 
the Royal Navy has operated ships 
under such an agreement with pri¬ 
vate industry, and at the end of five 
years the Ministry of Defence will 
have the option to extend the char¬ 
ter, hand back the ships or buy 
them outright. 

During the initial five-period, all 
maintenance and support respon¬ 
sibilities fall to VT to ensure the 
ships fulfil their operational capa¬ 
bilities. 

Tyne and her sisters will be bet- 
tci seakeepe n Hum the bland- 
class ships which they replace, and 
have better accommodation. 

The modular cabins are pre-fab- 
ricatcd and outfitted by VT as sin¬ 
gle or two-berth, with en-suitc 
facilities. 



• The 4.5in Gun team from HMS Lancaster who have completed a series of firings off Gibraltar, 
firing a total of 294 rounds over the course of four days. For the first time in three years a team have 
managed to fire 125 rounds in one day without a stoppage. The team comprises LOM Brown, OM 
Strain, CPOWEA Talbot, OM Lyddon, CPO McClean and OM Sawyers 



P&OV' WIN A 

PORTSMOUTH ISfcO 


Do you feel like you need the chance to relax and forget the stresses of every day life - what 
better way to wind down than a 3 night P&O Portsmouth MiniCruise to Bilbao in northern 
Spain. 

P&O Portsmouth has teamed up with the Navy News to offer you the chance to win a 
MiniCruise for the family - 2 adults and 2 children. It all starts from the moment you step 
onboard the magnificent Pride of Bilbao, one of Britain's largest Cruiseferries and the onboard 
facilities you need. By day you can take in the latest movie or head straight for the pool or gym. 
By night you can eat in one of the fabulous restaurants, or simply relax with a drink in one of 
the many bars onboard, taking in one of the fabulous onboard shows. 

To enter this amazing competition, answer the following question correctly and you could win 
a Minicruise: 

Question - What port does the Minicruise go to? 

Send your answer on a postcard to: 

P&O Minicruise, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, 
Portsmouth, Hants POI 3HH 

Closing date for entry 19th July 2002 

Terms & Conditions Meals and drinks will be charged accordingly. The validity date is final and cannot be extended and is subject to concessionar y 
soace availability . Bookings will only be accepted with a completed Travel request form, and we are unable to transfer previously mado bookings to 
this offer. This prire cannot be used in conjunction with any othor promotion, offer, discount, nor any of P&O Portsmouth's associated companies. 
The Editors decision is final. Employees and relatives of Navy News are ineligible. 
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• Hands fo Bathe proves 
popular in the Middle East 


Operation Oracle Coalition training Energy and 


O Machine guns mounted on WMICK Land Rovers are tested in ni\ m 
the stem of HMS Ocean in the Indian Ocean 


n 


task earlier than pJanr 
Marines of 45 Como 
established ashore in A 
Bat her role in the ■ 
Commando is just one asp 
as ihe ship enters a four-rr 
ttd in Portsmouth, a review 
high lights the versatility 
Navy ships today. 

Ocean was part of the P 
flotilla which left the UK 
the terrorist attacks on 
caused a rethink, and Oc 
the UK for planned maini 
turnaround for a possible 
the Arabian Sea and the I 
She sailed from Pc 
February of this year on Q 
carrying 250 Royal Mai 
Zulu and Command C 
Commando, 

Also on board was an i 
support helicopters of H45 
- Sea Kings, Lynx and C 
Cl 1-47 Chinooks of 27 Sqi 
Alongside Ocean in tr 
were destroyer HMS Yoj 
HMS Campbeltown, RF 
and Landing Ship Lt 
Percivale and RFA Sir Tri 
RFA Diligence was in t: 
repair ship, while stores s 
ea by RFAs Fort George 
later replaced by Fort Au; 

Ocean called in at Gib 
on the way to the Suez 1 
Commando the last chan 
training until they 1 
Afghanistan seven weeks 
Various innovatory usi 
ship were then brought in 
A 30-metre firing rattgi 
cd at the aft end of the 
assault drills and firing of 
the Land Rovers were als 
Some troops abseiled fi 




• HMS Ocean (right) and 
destroyer HMS York (left) take 
on stores and fuel from RFA 
Fort George 


m Me, 
ny oi 
excite 
es th* 
end o 


Ocean 


• HMS Ocean manoeuvring in the 
Indian Ocean. 

• (Left) 105mm tight guns on the 
deck of HMS Ocean, delivered by 
helicopters of &45 Squadron from 
RFA Sir Percivate as part of 
Operation Oracle . 


Pictures by 
LA(PHOT) 
Angie Pearce 


role 

H elicopter carrier hms 

Ocean has been spelling out 
just how useful her four- 
month deployment to the Indian 
Ocean has been. 

The Devon port-based ship is now 
back in the UK, having been taken off 
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ltertainment Amphibious operations Naval tradition 


mbers of the ship's com pa- 
r HMS Ocean show their 
rmenf as the ship approach- 
b jetty at Devonport at the 
f the deployment 


ght-time live firing dritis over 


war 


ted as her Royal 
lando are well- 
Afghanistan, 
deployment of 45 
ML'ct of the trip, and 
lonth docking peri- 
v of her time at sea 
expected of Royal 

Jtercisc Saif Sarcea 
l last summer t but 
the United States 
xan came hack to 
enance and a swift 
six-month stint in 
ndlan Ocean, 
i/on port again in 
peration Oracle 1I T 
rines of Whiskey, 
Companies of 45 

iir group of 14 RN 
an5 H47 Squadrons 
ia/dlcs - and two 
uadron RAF 
ic new task group 
rk. Type 22 frigate 
A tanker Bay leaf, 
jgislics RFA Sir 
stram, 

heat re as a forward 
upport was provide 
and Fori Rosalie * 
stin. 

raltar for 3f> hours 
Canal, allowing 45 
ce to conduct land 
disembarked for 
later. 

:s for parts of the 
to play. 

: gallery was creat- 
fbghi deck, while 
machine guns from 
o accomplished, 
‘om the bridge roof 


Whiskey Company, accompanied off the ship 
tn true Scottish fashion by their piper With 
Zulu Company’s departure. Ocean's 
embarked forces were all ashore. 

Rut there was still valuable work to be 
done, including Exercise Sea Dagger 111, a 
bilateral series with the United Arab 
Emirates whieh saw helicopters of H45 and 
H47 Squadrons getting in some land-based 
training, whiie UAE aircraft embarked in 
Ocean for deck training and familiarisation. 

A Sea Day was also held to demonstrate to 
UAE staff the finer points of amphibious 
operations. 

After ten weeks al sea the ship pul in to 
Dubai for ten days of maintenance, during 
which time it was announced that Ocean, 
York and Fort George would be returning to 
the UK early, their job done. 

Once the decision had been made, plan¬ 
ners were able to fit breaks into the normal 
shin routines. 

Perhaps uniquely, the opportunity was 
taken to hold the Queen's Jubilee Divisions 
in whtle tropical uniform on the Right deck, 
al which Commanding Officer Capl Adrian 
Johns proposed a toast to Her Majesty. 

The chance was also taken for the ship's 
company to spell out the Royal signature on 
the night deck (see page 12), 

For many on board this was the first oppor¬ 
tunity to wear tropical uniforms since the kit- 
ting-out store at HMS Raleigh - while more 
seasoned campaigners were just hoping theirs 
would still fit after years in the cupboard. 
After hrieF visits to Muscat and Barcelona 
on the way home, the ship was enthusiasti¬ 
cally greeted at her home port by hundreds 
of friends and relatives of crew members. 
She is now at the start of a four-month 
docking period in Portsmouth, preparing lor 
her next I asking. 

Cap! Johns, said; "’The ship's deployment 
has been hard work for all, hut our primary’ 
mission has been fulfilled and fulfilled well. 

i am very proud of the part Ocean has 
played in the war against terrorism and, of 
course, our thoughts arc with our friends of 
45 Commando who currently remain in 
Afghanistan.'* 


• A Royal Navy Sea King helicopter on a night 1tying training exercise is p/efored against the sunset 


• (Above) Mne Wishart of 45 Commando Whiskey Company conducts break contact drills 
on the flight deck of HMS Ocean prior to the Royals' deployment into Afghanistan 


• (Left) Capt Adrian Johns, Commanding Officer of HMS Ocean, toasts the Queen dur¬ 
ing Jubilee Divisions 


to simulate realistic conditions, while night¬ 
time close-quarter battle dritis took place in 
the vehicle deck using pereonal image inten- 
si tiers. 

Troop battle drills were held on the flight 
deck by night and by day. 

Al times the flight deck resembled an 
obstacle course, airport, firing range and 
vehicle park all at the same time, while ship 
training and essential maintenance was also 
earrica out. 

Any spare time was put to productive use, 
whether raising money for charity - fund- 
raising events produced around £1,1)00 dur¬ 
ing the deployment - while members of *) 
Assault Squadon Royal Marines rowed the 
Length of the Sue/ Canal on a rowing 
machine, covering 157km in a fraction under 
ten hours - slightly faster than the ship, 

A lOfbmile baton relay race was also 
staged by UK) of the ship's company, and 
Hi el it deck sports were a regular feature of 
daily life. 


A t the time Ocean and her escorts 
joined the Coalition maritime force 
there were some HO ships of 14 nations 
m the Joint Operating Area, with priority 
being given to interdiction - stop and search 
patrols. 

Whenever possible during the deploy¬ 
ment, Ocean and her task group carried out 
interoperability training with warships of 
other nations. 

One of the highlights was an exercise with 
the two huge American carriers, USS John 
C. Stcimis and USS John F, Kennedy, as well 
as the French nuclear carrier FS Charles de 
Gaulle. 

Along with escort vcs.seIs from Canada, 
Italy. France and the Netherlands, the coali¬ 
tion flotilla made an impressive sight. 

Within a few days of relieving HMS 
Illustrious as flagship at the beginning of 
March, Ocean and her task group were 
ordered to deploy all personnel and equip¬ 
ment of 45 Commando into 
Afghanistan, along with the 
Chi nooks. 

The RAF aircraft were the 
first to go, swiftly followed by 


• (Right) HMS Ocean tucks in behind the French aircraft carrier FS Charles de Gaulle, flanked by the 
American carriers USS John C. Stennis and USS John F. Kennedy, and escorts 

spells out her 


1* 
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• REMEMBER THE MAINE: William Randolph Hearst, ere- 
ator of a naval legend and the model for Citizen Kane 


“Not very well, sir. and be good 
newspapermen,” we replied "with 
returning confidence. 

As the Marines departed the 
Sylvia , they warned Hearst to stay 
out of trouble. But Hearst ordered 
the ship closer to the shore where 
he spotted a group of men “more 
naked than clothed” washed up on 
the beach. 

In a scene straight out of a comic 
opera. Hearst in his white yachting 
outfit and white captain's hat, with 
a revolver in his hand and a note¬ 
book in his pocket, boarded the 
Sylvia's launch and was rowed 
ashore - racing all the way with a 
Marine boat headed in the same 
direction, which capsized before it 
reached the shore. 

Hearst bravely threw off his 
shoes - one report said his pants as 
well - and led nis crew to the shore, 
where they discovered that the 
naked men were Spanish sailors 
who had abandoned their burning 
ships. 

“Battered and bruised, half 
clothed, half drowned, half 


starved,” the Spaniards were 
delighted to be taken prisoner and 
helped Hearst turn his launch 
around so they could all go back to 
the Sylvia . 

It was the scoop war correspon¬ 
dents dream of - and the result 
exceeded even Hearst’s own high 
expectations. He was praised not 
only by his own newspaper, but by 
politicians and publishers from 
coast to coast. Even the rival New 
York Times appauded his courage - 
though not without a trace of 
mockery. 

The Chief - The Life of 
William Randolph Hearst bv 

David Nasaw (Gibson Square 
Books £20) tells a story stranger 
still than anything Orson Welles 
imagined for Citizen Kane in a 
long overdue biography of one of 
the most remarkable media figures 
of the last century. As Harold 
Evans observed of him in The New 
York Times: “Rupert Murdoch’s 
rise is the only modern parallel” - 
and his would not be so rich a tale 
as Hearst’s 


N ewspaper 

mogul William 
Randolph 
Hearst is 
chiefly remem¬ 
bered today for two things. 

One is his portrayal as a 
ruthless demagogue* by Orson 
Welles in Citizen Kane - often 
reckoned to be the finest film 
ever made. 

The other is his reputation as 
chief instigator of the Spanish- 
American War after the sinking of 
the battleship USS Maine 
(“Remember the Maine”). 

Neither amounts to a true pic¬ 
ture - and the second, according to 
a new biography . is a complete fic¬ 
tion. 

There arc no accounts of 
Hearst’s life, nor are there histo¬ 
ries of the Spanish-American War. 
that do not include some discus¬ 
sion of Hearst’s role in fomenting 
the conflict in Cuba. 

The truth is, had he never gone 
into publishing the United States 
would nonetheless have declared 
war on Spain in April, l s i >s. That 
he has received so large a measure 
of credit or blame for that “glori¬ 
ous war” is a tribute to his genius 
as a self-promoter. 

It was Hearst who proclaimed it 
the Vru York journal's war and Ik* 
who convinced the rest of the 
nation that without the Hearst 
rcss leading the way there would 
lave been no war at all. While 
Hearst played on American preju¬ 
dices, he did not create them. 

On January 11 anti-government 
riots broke out in Havana, incited 
by Spanish army officers who 
feared Madrid might give into 
Cuban insurrectionists who were 
demanding independence. 

President McKinley ordered in 
the battleship USS Maine to pro¬ 
tect American interests on the 
island, but the Cuban junta got 
hold of a letter from the Spanish 
ambassador describing McKinley 
as “weak, vacillating and venal*’ 
and passed it on to the Journal - 
who promptly published it under 


P! 

hi 


the headline “Worst Insult to the 
t nitcd States in Its History”. 

On the evening of February 15, 
under circumstances which even 
today are not entirely clear, the 
Maine blew up in Havana 
Harbour, killing over 250 sailors 
and marines. McKinley convened a 
Naval court of inquiry and newspa¬ 
pers across the country cautioned 
readers to await the gathering of 
evidence before jumping to conclu¬ 
sions. 

I Iearst wasn’t prepared to hold 
off, though. “Destruction of the 
Warship Maine Was the Work of 
An Enemy” read the Journal's 
front-page headline two days later. 
In the middle of the page was a 
drawing of the Maine with a mine 
placed directly underneath it. The 
caption read: “The Spaniards, it is 
believed, arranged to have the 
Maine anchored over one of the 
Harbor mines. Wires connected 
the mine with a powder magazine 
and it is thought the explosion was 
caused by sending an electric cur¬ 
rent through the wire.” 

The Journal offered a $50,000 
reward for the solution of the mys¬ 
tery, began a drive for a Maine 
memorial and even devised a new 
“War with Spain” card game. 
Hearst enlisted a delegation of 
senators and congressmen to travel 
on his yacht to Cuba as “Journal 
commissioners”. The Journal’s cir¬ 
culation reached the million mark 
and continued to grow. 

War was not declared until April 
25, however. McKinley had his own 
sources of information in Cuba 
and did not put much trust in 
Hearst’s. McKinley finally recog¬ 
nised that Spain had lost control of 
Cuba and he could not afford t<> 
allow the Democrats to blame him 
and his party for permitting so 
much human suffering and blood¬ 
shed so close to home. 

Nor could he allow the millions 
of dollars invested on the island to 
be lost should the Cubans oust the 
Spanish. 

Even so, Hearst played “the 
biggest story since the Civil War” 
for all it was worth, making use of 
the latest news medium, moving 


It ain’t 
half 
Dricey, 
Vlum 


DURING his 32 year career in 
the post war Navy Christopher 
Sherwood wrote home regu¬ 
larly from the 11 ships he 
served in around the world. 

He was not aware that his 
mother had kept them all until 
they eventually came into his 
possession - and now no less 
than 240 of them form the 
backbone of a remarkable 
evocation of the period, par¬ 
ticularly of the America and 
West Indies Station. 

From HMS Sheffield at 
Esquimau, British Columbia 
on August 14 1952 he writes: 

“Life in America is very dif¬ 
ferent from back home. While 
they have all these electric 
washing machines and mixing 
machines etc and large cars, 
prices are terribly high and 
they are no better off. 

“For example, I went out 
and had a meal of bacon and 
eggs and an ice-cream sundae 
which cost about 10/- in the 
equivalent of a cafe-milkbar. 

“We are particularly hard hit 
by these prices because of 
devaluation and because we 
do not get any compensatory 
allowance due to not being 
based ashore.” 

The Royal Navy in Which I 
Served (Blaisdon £27 plus 
£4.50pp) is available from the 
author at White Lodge, 62 
West End, Kemsing, 
Sevenoaks, Kent 


Sturdy sold for £8,500 

A FINE builders-style model of the Admiralty harbour paddle tug HMPT Sturdy by 
C. Hooper sold at Christie’s, South Kensington rooms on June 19 for £8,500. 

The original Sturdy was built by Vosper Thornycroft at Southampton in 1912. 
Hooper’s version was modelled using contemporary methods with mast and rig¬ 
ging, stayed anchors with ‘D’ chains, fairleads, anchor-winch, deck lights, ventila¬ 
tors, belaying pins, bollards, companionways, secondary winch, superstructure 
withb panelled wheel-house with binnacle over, hand rails, telegraphs, paddle 
boxes with gratings, rails and two boats, one covered, in davits, engine-room 
lights, stayed funnel with safety valve extension pipe and twin hooters and much 
other fine detailing. 
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pictures, by offering space to 
Biograph and Edison cameramen 
on nis yachts ferrying reporters to 
the front. 

Bizarrcly, he even offered to 
take an active part in the hostili¬ 
ties. When he learned that a 
Spanish fleet was being assembled 
at Cadiz to recapture Manila from 
Commodore Dewey, he set in 
motion - without consulting the 
Department of the Navy or 
Congress or the White House - a 
plan to buy or charter “some 
English tramp steamer... and take 
her to some narrow and inaccessi¬ 
ble portion of the Suez Canal and 
sink her where she w ill obstruct the 
passage of the Spanish fleet.” 

Fortunately, the Spanish rein¬ 
forcements were soon ecalled and 
the blockade plan was abandoned. 

In mid June Hearst appointed 
himself a war correspondent and 
chartered the steamer Sylvia , re¬ 
equipping her with printing press¬ 
es, dark rooms, food fit for a king 
and enough ice to resupply the 
American military hospital in Cuba 
when it ran out. 

He was accompanied by an army 
of cooks, stewards, illustrators, 
telegraphers, pressmen, editors, 
colleagues and friends - and a cou¬ 
ple of chorus girls, the sisters 
Milliccnt and Anita Willson, whom 
he had been escorting around town 
for the past year and a half. 


H )s moment of glory 
came- on July 3 when 
he arrived in Cuban 
waters just in time to 
witness the defeat of 
a second Spanish armada. 

With an arrogance that had 
become second nature, Hearst and 
his party hoarded one of the burn¬ 
ing Spanish warships, took notes 
and collected souvenirs. They were 
chased back to their steamer by 
American Marines. 

Years later, Hearst told the story 
with boyish enthusiasm: 

“What were you doing on that 
ship?” said the officer in charge. 

“Just looking about, sir, at the 
results of the battle,” said your 
columnist meekly. 

“Can’t you mind your own busi¬ 
ness?” said the officer. 
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ScreenScene - by Bob Baker 


U-Boats 

Destroyed 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

LARGE STOCKS • MONTHLY CATALOGUES 

SHOP OPEN 10-4 (SATURDAY 10-1) 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books, 
98/100 Heaton Road., Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE6 5HL. 
Telephone: 0191 265 6333 


DO YOU HAVE A 
BOOK TO PUBLISH? 

We are currently seeking books 
in all categories. 

Please writs (or details quoting reference S73' to: 

Serendipity 

Suite 530. 37 Store Street, Bloomsbury, 
London. WC1E 7OF 
Telephone & Facsimile 0845 130 2434 


HAVE YOU 
CONSIDERED 

ADVERTISING ON 
OUR WEBSITE? 

Now you can reach 
a truly global audience! 
To find out more contact 
Sheila Thompson on: 

023 9275 6951 

www.navynews.co.uk 


Bitter memories 


“HMS. GANGES (The final 
farewell) . . video. Ideal birthday 
/surprise present. Documentary 
includes all aspects of GANGES 
before demolition. One tear-jerking 
hour of nostalgia, produced 
In JOHN DOUGLAS author 
H.M.S. GANGES (Roll on my 
dozen!) & H.M.S GANGES (Tales 
of the T.R.O.G/S.) S.A.E. details 
Douglas Use, Penmarth Redruth. 
Cornwall TR16 6NX 

HP BOOKFINDERS: Established 
professional service locating out 
of print titles on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAE 
required. Contact: Mosslaird, 
Brig O* Turk. Callander, FK17 8HT 
Tclephonc/Fax: (01877) 376377 
martin@hp-bookfinders.co.uk 


N EXT year sees 
the 6()th 

anniversary of 
the turning 

point of the 
Battle of the Atlantic - a 
campaign that famously 
spanned the whole of World 
War II. 

Among the steady stream of 
hooks about what was arguably 
the most bitter of all battles at 
sea is one that marked one of 
its low spots, though. 

In Attack and Sink ( Pen & 
Sword £19.95) Bernard Edwards 
tells how on August 30, 1941 con¬ 
voy SC42, consisting of 67 ships 
carrying half a million tons of 
cargo, sailed from Canadian waters 
for the UK. 

The merchant ships, moving in 
12 columns abreast and covering 
an area of 25 suuare miles, were 
mostly British. Many were old and 
dilapidated, all were slow and 
heavy laden. 

SC42*s ocean escort was made 
up of a destroyer and three 
corvettes of the Royal Canadian 
Navy, all untried in combat 
For the first week at sea, the 
convoy encountered dense fog, ice¬ 
bergs and fierce easterly gales, so 
that for much of the time its speed 
was down to three knots, no more 
than a modest walking pace. The 
difficulties encountered in keening 
this great mats of unwieldy snips 
together were enormous. 

SC42 was routed north to within 
sight of Cape Farewell, the south¬ 
ernmost point of Greenland, 
before turning east across the 
Atlantic, the reasoning behind this 
being that German U-boats were 
unlikely to venture so far north. 

However, Admiral Donitz had 
received word of the convoy’s sail¬ 


ing and ordered the 21 boats of the 
Markgraf wolf-pack to “pursue, 
attack and sink! 4 

The attack commenced on the 
morning of September 9, in sight 
of the coast of Greenland, and a 
running battle ensued that lasted 
for seven days and covered 1,200 
miles of ocean. 

The Canadian escorts were 
hopelessly outnumbered and out¬ 
classed, but fought valiantly, as did 
the merchantmen. 

It was fortunate that the majori¬ 
ty of the U-boats were also in 
action for the first time; as it was. 
18 merchant ships were sunk, for 
the loss of two U-boats. 

Only the arrival of Royal Navy 
destroyers from Iceland and the 
onset of dense fog saved SC42 
from almost certain annihilation. 

Although the British and 
Commonwealth navies were for¬ 
midable, comprising 12 battleships, 
seven aircraft carriers, 41 cruisers, 
116 destroyers and 57 submarines, 
they were charged with defending 
an empire covering one third of 
the world’s surface, populated by 
450 million people. 

Germany, on the other hand, 
although possessing a much small¬ 
er surface fleet, had no overseas 
territories to defend. Her Navy - 
and Donitz’s submarines in partic¬ 
ular - was free to concentrate on 
cutting Britain’s vital supply lines. 

The effect was immediate and 
calamitous. In the first eight 
months of the war no fewer than 
172 British, Allied and neutral 
merchant ships of 743,000 tons 
were lost through enemy action. 

This was bad enough, but after 
the collapse of France, which gave 
the U-boats untroubled access to 
the North Atlantic, the losses rock¬ 
eted to an average of 90 ships of 
400,000 tons a month. By the end 
of June 1941 losses stood at 1,984 
ships totalling 7,592,826 tons. 


More than 100 ships a month 
were going down, most of these 
sunk by U-boats in the North 
Atlantic. This was five times the 
rate at which shipyards were able 
to turn out replacements and 
Britain could not hope to survive 
another year unless the convoys 
continued to get through. 

SC42 did - just. The turning 
point was still several months 
away. 

The resolution of the merchant 
ships’ crews was remarkable - par¬ 
ticularly in view of the conditions 
they served under. The treatment 
they received at the hands of those 
concerned with their welfare was 
often appalling. 

James Corcoran, a 16-ycar-old 
steward who survived the sinking 
of the Bcrury, provides a case in 
point. 

F ifty years later he 
recorded: “The thing 
that remains very bitter 
in my mind was the fact 
that the day we were 
torpedoed our leave started and 
our money stopped . . . when I 
arrived home, I had no money due 

tO MIC." 

So here was a British seaman, 
having had his ship summarily 
blown from under him in the dead 
of night, who was considered to be 
on leave from the moment he 
scrambled into a lifeboat. His leave 
expired while he was in a survivors’ 
camp in Iceland. 

When he reached home he was 
penniless and out of work. This 
was in direct contravention of 
Section 158 of the Merchant 
Shipping Act of 1894 but, to their 
everlasting shame, it was an atti¬ 
tude adopted by many British 
shipowners. No wonder James 
Corcoran - and how many more 
like him? - felt bitter. 


Amethyst 
saved twice 


• HMS Amethyst fights her 
way down the Yangtse/Orwell 

Y angtse Incident was one of the numerous 
British war films made in the 1950s, 
although in precisely which war the action 
described took place is a question to fox the 
unwary in a general knowledge quiz. 

The answer, presumably, is the Chinese civil war. 
Nationalists v Communists, the latter destined to 
come out on top. 

In 1949 the frigate HMS Amethyst was taking sup¬ 
plies to the British Embassy in Nanking when she was 
fired on by Communist shore batteries. Crippled and 
aground, with 17 of her company, including ncr com¬ 
mander, killed, she was stranded for months until 
finally, under Lt Cdr John Kerans. she slipped her 
moorings one night and escaped. Her return to 
Devonport in November was the occasion of much cel¬ 
ebration and ceremony. 

In 1956 the producer Herbert Wilcox decided to 
turn this “triumph of daring and navigation” into a 
movie. In his autobiography ( 25,(HX) Sunsets , 1967) 
Wilcox describes the various dramas and crises that 
wenl into its making. 

His first task was to rescue Amethyst from the 
breaker’s yard to which she had been consigned. 
Thanks to the intervention of Earl Mounthattcn, First 
Sea Uird at the time, this was accomplished and Lt 
Cdr Reruns (played in the film by Richard Todd) him¬ 
self was signed on to act as technical adviser. 


Filming took place on the River Orwell in Suffolk - 
“exactly like the Yangtse” according to Kerans. 

Wilcox almost succeeded where the Communists 
had failed, as regards sinking poor old Amethyst. One 
of the explosive charges meant to simulate artillery 
near misses drifted unnoticed under the vessel; when 
it was electrically detonated the charge blew a hole in 
her bottom. Fortunately decisive action by Kerans 
enabled him to save the ship a second time. 

Although much of the filming took place on board 
Amethyst, HMS Essex was also on hand to double for 
her in some of the long shots. But in July 1956 
President Nasser took over the Suez Canal, the crisis 
escalated into armed conflict and the Essex was 
ordered to the Mediterranean without delay. 

The sequence of Amethyst’s escape still had to he 
shot so, making a virtue of necessity, Wilcox hastily 
organised his pyrotechnics for a onc-takc-only shot. It 
worked out successfully, and the climax of the film, 
apparently showing Amethyst racing down the 
Yangtse towards the open sea, is in reality a record of 
Essex steaming towards the war with Egypt. 

The film was not a success at the box office. Wilcox 
blamed a badly-limed release, but perhaps the stereo¬ 
types of stiff-upper-lip officers and chirpy seamen had 
begun to pall. But it all looks fairly authentic and the 
action stuff is well staged in a Hollywood sort of way. 
Certainly it has stood the test of time, with frequent 
TV exposure and video cassette availability. 


Also Still Available in Hardback: 

HMS VANGUARD 1944-1960 It RITA INS LAST BATTLESHIP £19.95 + P&P 

HMS EAGLE 1942-1978 £IH.95 + P&P 

HMS VICTORIOUS 1937-1969 £21.00 4- P&P 

HMS CENTAUR 1943-1972 £16.95 + P&P 

THREE ARK ROYALS 19.18-1999 £23.00 + P&P 

TIGER, LION & BLAKE 1942-1986 £21.50 + P&P 

ILLUSTRIOUS & IMPLACABLE AIRCRAFT CARRIERS £23.00 + P&P 

Please add £2-50 p&p for Ihc UK & EU or £4.00 for worldwide surface mail. Payment by 

sterling cheque, postal order, or by VISA/MASTERCARD. Telephone/! ; ax orders welcomed. 

From FAN PUBLICATIONS. 17 Wymans Lane. Cheltenham. Glos GL5I 9QA. 

Tel/Fax 01242 5K0290^or order from good bookshops. 


• One of a series of wartime propaganda posters paying tribute to the role of the 
Merchant Navy. From The Battle of the Atlantic by Roy Conyers Nesbit (Sutton £25) 


HMS HERMES 1923 & 1959 

By Nell MeCart 


F or the first time in one volume, here arc the 
comprehensive histories of the two aircraft car¬ 
riers named Hermes. The stories take the reader 
from the 1920s into the Second World War. the late 
1950s and 60s, through to the Talk lands campaign 
and into the Indian Navy where the last Hermes serves as /NS Viraat. There arc 137 
photographs, including seven in colour and a foreword by Rear-Admiral K. A. Snow, 
the Hermes' last CO. Hardback with full-colour laminated dust jacket. 

Price £24 plus p&p. ISBN 1 901225 05 4 


NEW from Periscope Publishing Ltd. 

U-BOATS DESTROYED 

Robert M. Grant’s groundbreaking classic - exclusively from us. 

£16.80 ind p&p 

Also great videos for £16.80 per title incl p&p 
‘The Mystery of HMS Affray’ ‘Wrecks of the Baltic of Jutland’ 
‘U-Boat Wrecks of WW2’ ‘Wrecks of Operation Deadlight’ 
‘Titanic’s sister. HMHS Britannic' 

33 Barwiss Terrace. Penzance, Cornwall TR18 2AW 
Tel: 01736 330769 www.periscopepublishing.com 


This Month’s Book Bargains 

CONWAY MARITIME TITLES 
EVERY MAN WILL DO HIS DOTY Anthology of 
first hand accounts from the age of Nelson 
Was £19.99 Now £9.99 
JUTLAND - An analysis of the fighting 

(Campbell) Was £17.99 Now £10.99 

STEAM AT SEA (Griffith) Two centunes of steam 
powered ships Was £33.00 Now £13.00 

ANATOMY OF THE SHIP: BATTLESHIP FUS0 
(Skulskj) Was £38.00 Now £18.00 


ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE 
UK POSTAGE 


MARITIME BOOKS 

Lodge Hill, Liskeard PL14 4EL 
Tel: 01579 343863 Fax: 01579 346747 

Send tor a catalogue or see our website at 

www.navybooks.com 


PUBLISH 
YOUR BOOK 

with 

Raby Books 

We are currently seeking books m all categories. 
Wnfe for details to 

Raby Books (NN). The Coach House. 
Eggleston Hail. Eggleston, Barnard Castle, 
County Durham. DL12 0AG 
Tel: 01833 650583 Fax 01833 650681 


of a bitten light 
fon survival 
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I SLA Tabberer left the Royal Navy as a 
lieutenant who specialised in mine war¬ 
fare - now she’s part of her local com¬ 
munity, spearheading the Ministry of 
Defence’s local Skill Force initiative. 

Isla is the team leader for three ex-military 
instructors responsible for five Scottish 
schools in the Lanarkshire area. 

This year the scheme has involved 90 local 
children - a total set to more than double due 
to its popularity and success. 

Aim of the scheme is to improve employ¬ 
ment prospects by developing confidence and 
team-building. 

It employs people recently retired from the 
Armed Forces to develop the most out of 14- 
16-year-olds who have been underachieving in 
school. 


“It’s not about behaviour problems or truan¬ 
cy,” stresses Isla. “More often, they are lacking 
in confidence to go on to employment or fur¬ 
ther education. It also encourages increased 
communication with their peers.” 

Many of the 1,400 boys and girls taking part 
in 47 schools around the UK are from troubled 
backgrounds and lack self-esteem and confi¬ 
dence. Others are bright but cannot get to 
grips with the national curriculum and respond 
more favourably to the vocational approach 
adopted by the Skill Force team. 

Classes are held twice a week for a total of 
roughly four hours. Pupils often drop a GCSE 
subject to study a wider variety of practical 
skills involving modules such as information¬ 
handling, sport and leisure and the environ¬ 
ment. 

Participants work towards Duke of 


Edinburgh’s Bronze Award, St John’s 
Ambulance 1-3 star awards and an impressive 
array of vocational qualifications. 

There has been a good response. Truancy 
has been reduced - in some cases by up to 80 
per cent - and there has been a similar reduc¬ 
tion in school exclusions. 

There has also been a boost for Forces 
recruitment, with 39 per cent of Year 11 pupils 
considering a career in the Armed Forces com¬ 
pared to 4 per cent nationally. 

The lessons don’t just benefit the young¬ 
sters - by turning to the pool of retired Service 
personnel best use is made of their knowledge 
and expertise that might otherwise be lost. 

“We’re looking for people who have some 
experience in instructing, of working with 
young people,” says Isla. 

It is as role models that Skill Force founder 


and Project Director Lt Col Peter Cross sees 
the instructors’ greatest potential impact. 

“A lot of children on the course come from 
broken homes where there is unemployment, 
no family history of education and frequently 
the absence of a male role model. 

“Our instructors have often come from sim¬ 
ilar backgrounds - but have gone on to run 
refugee camps in Kosovo and Bosnia and to 
serve their country in a huge number of ways. 

“This is not intended to be a recruitment 
drive for the Armed Forces, but if the students 
can look at these instructors and see that they 
are just like them, they will hopefully see that 
there is no limit to what they too can achieve.” 

□ For more information on a career in Skill 
Force, call Jenny Hughes at the Reserve 
Forces Employment Agency on 020 7321 2688. 


Dragonboats 
fire up major 
port festival- 

HMS NORTHUMBERLAND became the first Royal Navy ship to lead the parade 
at Hamburg’s annual Geburtstag Festival, celebrating the foundation of the Port 
of Hamburg in 1189. 



• HAMBURG SALUTE: Watched by huge crowds,HMS Northumberland fires a five-gun 
salute to mark the 813th anniversary of the founding of the famous Hanseatic port 


Chatham 
chefs 
feed 600 
Russians 

OVER 3,000 people took the 
opportunity to tour the 
Devonport-based Type 22 frigate 
I IMS Chatham when she visited 
the Russian city of St Petersburg. 

It was the first visit by a British 
warship there for over a year. 

Highlights of the stopover 
included a visit by officers from 
the Kuznetsov Naval Academy 
and rugby and football matches 
against local teams. 

Cadets from Britannia Royal 
Naval College who are undergoing 
initial sea training in Chatham 
were invited to complete the 
Russian Naval Swimming test by 
cadets at St Petersburg Naval 
Institute. 

The ship then made her way to 
Baltiysk for a two-day stop and 
played host to Admiral Valuycv, 
Commander of the Russian Baltic 
Fleet. 

Here Chatham was narrowly 
beaten by RFN Bcspokoiny in a 
new multi-sports event, the Baltic 
Cup. The losers entertained the 
victors to a barbecue with 
Chatham’s chefs feeding over,600 
on the jetty. 

As reported last month, 
Chatham was then taking part in 
the annual exercise Baltops, with 
ten navies including Russia led by 
the USN and co-hosted by Poland. 

The ‘Partnership for Peace’ 
exercise aims to promote confi¬ 
dence and co-operation between 
UK, NATO and non-NATO forces 
and includes live firings, ship 
boardings, anti-submarine and 
anti-air exercises. 

Chatham was in command of 
one of the major surface groups, 
later becoming part of a task 
group including Russian, Polish 
and Danish ships. 




The Type 23 frigate led the 
28 ships taking part in the 
event on the River Elbe, 
exchanging a five-gun salute 
with the museum ship Rickmer 
Rickmers. 

Over 7,000 local people came 
on board during the four-day festi¬ 
val while an estimated 1.4 million 
lined the river banks. 

Members of the German 
branch of the Royal Navy 
Association were on hand to act as 
interpreters. 

As part of the festivities, 
Northumberland entered a team 
in the fiercely contested Dragon 
Boat race. 

Led by Lt Tim Cosgrove RZN, 
the team of 14 listened to the com¬ 
plicated briefing on the rules given 
in German before enthusiastically 
boarding their boat wearing their 
Northumberland rugby shirts. 

Although the lack of co-odina- 
tion in the warm-up was a ploy to 
lull the opposition into a false 
sense of security, the first race 
went without incident with the 
ship’s team narrowly losing to one 
of the more experienced teams. 

Calling in the big guns, the 
ship’s GO Cdr Alex Burton was 
welcomed into the boat and the 
team showed continual improve¬ 
ment in the next two races, earning 
warm praise for their good level of 
competition and sportsmanship. 

RNA(Germany) Chairman 
Olaf Griese reports that many 
local companies supported 
Northumberland’s visit - including 
Holstcn Breweries who donated 
150 litres of their world-famous 
Pilscncr for the Harbour anniver¬ 
sary reception hosted on board. 


FIRST junior ratings to join the ship’s company of HMS 
Albion have been issued with their cap tallies - bearing 
a name not seen in the Royal Navy for 25 years. 

The Landing Platform Dock assault ship, due to come 
into service in 2003, is designed to deploy, by air and 
sea, troops and their equipment as part of a new 
amphibious force. 

• Left to right with their new tallies are OMs Alex 
Cave , Christian Glover and John Andrews 




Laundered music? 


MONTHS of hard work by the team in HMS 
Bristol were rewarded with the opening of a 
new Band Room - in the old Chinese laun¬ 
dry. 

It will allow cadets visiting the Harbour Training 
and Accommodation Ship at Portsmouth a 
chance to keep their musical skills up to speed 
while taking part in up to ten days of sailing, 
power-boating and nautical activities.The Type 82 


destroyer plays host to visitors from the Royal 
Navy, RNR and the national cadet forces for train¬ 
ing in all aspects of seamanship. Last year over 
17,000 - including 12,000 youngsters - passed 
through her. 

The latest facility - seen opened by Capt Paul 
Docherty of the Directorate of Naval Recruiting - 
will also double as a teaching room for medical 
training. 


ALBION LABELS UP 
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\h submarine HMSwS Vastergotland 
surfaces after playing the role of a distressed 
boat in Sorbet Royal 2002 
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The heat is on 
in Sorbet Royal 






• SPAG divers leave 
their Hercules and 
(inset) drop into the 
sea during Sorbet 
Royal 


BRITISH personnel and equipment had a 
prominent role to play in the largest submarine 
ever staged - Sorbet Royal 2002. 

The exercise, in the Kattegat off Denmark, involved 
forces from 11 NATO countries - the UK, Canada, 
Denmark, France, Greece, Italy, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Poland, Turkey and the USA - along with one 
Partnership for Peace nation (Sweden) and three non- 
NATO countries, India, Japan and Singapore. 

More than 500 officers, sailors and civilians were involved 
on 13 surface ships, four submarines and two helicopters, as 
well as some of the most sophisticated submarine rescue 
vehicles and systems from around the world. 

Sorbet Royal is designed to demonstrate _ 

the ability of the NATO alliance to co-oper¬ 
ate in saving lives from a sunken submarine. 

There have been 170 known peacetime 
submarine losses in the last 90 years, with 
the loss of the Kursk making such exercises 
all the more relevant. 

UK elements of the exercise includ¬ 
ed the rescue vehicle LR5, and mem¬ 
bers of the Submarine Parachute 
Assistance Group (SPAG) dropped in 
for the occasion, 

The exercise was scheduled by the 
Commander-in-Chief East Atlantic, 

Admiral Sir Admiral West, and was 
conducted by the Commander 
Submarine Forces East Atlantic, Rear 
Admiral Niall Kilgour. 

There were a total of 79 visitors and 
observers at Sorbet Royal from a 
range of countries, including 
Argentina, China, Pakistan and 
Russia. 

For more details of the exercise, 
and more pictures, see Navy News 
Online. 

■ The Russian Navy has concluded 
that the disastrous explosion which 
caused the loss of the submarine Kurk 
in the Barents Sea in the 
summer of 2000 was 
caused by a faulty torpe¬ 
do. 

• Another set of boat trans¬ 
fers during Exercise Sorbet 
Royal off Denmark 
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**4- Royal Naval Association 



• Redruth and Camborne branch has four S/M standard bearers 
- pictured above are (from left) Jim Taylor (Burma Star), Dave 
Kennardy (RBL), Ron Stokes (Union Jack) and Bob Saxby (RNA). 


Standards on parade 


SHIPMATES Boh Saxby, Jim 
Watkins and Ron Williams, of 
Redruth and Camborne branch, 
attended Capt Walker’s Group 
reunion and that of HMS Magpie 
at Liverpool, and paraded tneir 
standard at the March-Past. 

Members of the branch enjoyed 
an impressive talk by S/M Dan 


Pearce following a branch meeting. 

To illustrate his talk, he brought 
a display of his photographs of 
ships which took part in the Battle 
of the Falklands (1914), the 
Dardanelles (1915), the Battle of 
the River Plate (1939), Crete 
(1941) and family photographs of 
service in HMS Vengeance. 


Chaplain 
strong RIM 


MEMBERS of Hazel Grove 

branch extended a warm wel¬ 
come to their new chaplain. 
Rev Alan Cook, an ex-matelot, 
who replaces Rev Brian 
Percival - their chaplain for 18 
years. 

S/M Cook, who served in the 
Navy from 1949 to 1952, has strong 
personal and family links with the 
wartime Navy. 

His brother served in corvettes 
on Russian and Atlantic convoys, 
was torpedoed twice and survived. 

One cousin, a boy seaman, went 
down in HMS Courageous in the 


North Sea in 1940 at the age of 16, 
another served as a pilot with the 
Fleet Air Arm, and an uncle who 
covered radio traffic for Atlantic 
convoys in the radio relay station 
in the West Indies. 

S/M Cook, as an Air 
Mechanic (Engines), work¬ 
ing on mainly Rolls Royce 
Merlin, Griffin and Bristol 
radial engines and Pratt and 
Whitney radials. 

He served in various air stations 
in the UK before a posting to I IMS 
Simbang in Singapore, then HMS 
Theseus. 


Naval Quirks 

PIP you KNOW IT WAS 
0MT/SH INTELLIGENCE 
THAT FIRST IpENTtFlEP 
MIDWAY ISLAND AS 
THE NEXT JAPANESE 
TARGET IN 


THUS MAKING A 
VITAL CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE MOST DECISIVE 
NAVAL BATTLE OF 
THE LAST WAR- . 

T? 


MOST PECISIVE - 
YOU SAID IT 0OD/ 
AT LEAST YOU GOT 
THAT PART RIGHT/ 


-NEXT TO THE RIVER 
PLATE,NARVIK,BARENTS 
5EA.MATAPAN, NORTH 
CAPE.THE ATLANTIC.. 




has 

links 

On returns from the far cast he 
was stationed at the RN 
Experimental Station at 
Boscombc Down, working on jet 
aircraft still under test. 

On leaving the Navy he joined 
the RNV(W)R ' (Wireless 
Reserve) where he spent ten 
happy years. He also had a suc¬ 
cessful career in commercial busi¬ 
ness before studying for the 
priesthood. 

He was appointed curate of St 
James, Gatlcy, and chaplain to 
Manchester Royal Infirmary, and 
became vicar of St James’, 
Congleton, until official retire¬ 
ment age, and he is currently hon¬ 
orary assistant priest at St Peter’s, 
Stockport, working with Rev 
Kenneth Kcnrick and Rev Keith 
Brooks. 

Brian Percival has been 
appointed Dean of Chadkirk in 
addition to his normal duties as 
vicar of St Paul’s, Compstall. 

Life honours 

THE FOLLOWING shipmates of 
Christchurch branch were hon¬ 
oured with life membership for 
loyal and outstanding service: 
Robert (Bob) Rowe. Eric George 
(Barney) Barnes and William 
James (Bill) Cross. 


www. na vynews. co. uk 



• Alma Kent pictured in 1998 


Alma keeps 
on running 


ALMA Kent of the Fleet St 
branch is not bothered about 
London's traffic problems. When 
she has to cross the city from her 
Edgware home, she puts on her 
trainers and runs - even at the age 
of 86. 

Renowned for the number of 
marathons she has completed, and 
the amount of money raised for 
charity. Alma recently paid a visit 
to the Cheshunt branen to deliver 
two bottles of rum in thanks for 
their sponsorship of her in the 
London Marathon. 

Alma, who completed the race 
in around 5h 30m for King 
George's Fund for Sailors, rises at 
4am every day and runs to Pall 
Mall with her dog, a distance of 
around 20 miles. 

The widow of a wartime Naval 
signalman, Alma was a wartime 
nurse in Singapore, and was cap¬ 
tured by the Japanese and spent 
five years in Changi Prison. 


Incorporated by the 
Royal Charter 



THE 


ROYAL NAVA 

ASSOCIATION 



Patron: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 

Once Navy, Always Navy 

Reg. Char. 266982 

The Royal Naval Association believes firmly that “welfare is not 
only money”. It offers a broad range of support to people with a 
Royal Navy connection. We are ‘all of one company’ in helping 
the disabled, looking after the needy, cheering up the distressed, 
maintaining naval traditions, supporting naval cadets, enjoying 
social activities and re-uniting shipmates. The 500 branches in 
the UK and abroad offer an instant ‘network’ of local knowledge 
and opportunities to shipmates going to live in a new place or 
starting a new career. 

The association is for all serving and former officers, men and 
women of the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, WRNS and QARNNS 
and their reserves. 

For details of RNA membership, please complete the slip below. 


NAME:. 

ADDRESS: . 

.Postcode. 

SEND TO: THE GENERAL SECRETARY, ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
82, CHELSEA MANOR STREET, LONDON. SW3 5QJ 


Barnsley 
affiliation 
celebration 
is planned 

THE TENTH anniversaiy of 
the affiliation of Barnsley, the 
Sea cadets, the RNA and RFA 
supply ship Fort Victoria, will 
be celebrated over the week¬ 
end of August 2 to 4 this year. 

The programme kicks off on 
Friday August 2 with a band con¬ 
cert and choir performing at RNA 
Headquarters in aid of the 
Macmillan Nursing Service. 

The Royal Fleet Auxiliary will 
give a careers presentation on 
Saturday august 3, which will be 
followed by a civic reception. 

On Sunday August 4 there will 
be a church service and parade, 
and Commodore PJ. lanmn RFA 
will take the salute at the march- 
Past. 

The parade will muster at 1pm. 

Further details from S/M E. 
Dyson, 10 W&stvillc Road, 
Barnsley S75 2TP, tel 01226 
283363. 

Come join the 
big parade! 

DURING the Evening Tattoos 
associated with Plymouth Navy 
Days there will be a Parade of 
Standards on the Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday evenings of the 
August Bank Holiday weekend. 

All Area, Branch, RMA, 
WRNS and Ships’ Associations 
arc invited to attend. 

The Friday evening will be on 
the lines of a dress rehearsal, and 
will incorporate the media evening 
for photographs and interviews. 

For more details of participa¬ 
tion in the event, contact Jim 
Patterson, 14 Sunnysidc Road, St 
Jude’s, Plymouth PL4 9LE, tele¬ 
phone 01752 261646, mobile 
07718 487684. 



• Three Stokers reunited - from left, John (Barney) Barnard, 
Meldy (Billy) Dear and John (Robbo) Robinson. 


Stokers meet again 
after 50 year gap 


THREE ex-Stokers had a big sur¬ 
prise when they met. by chance, at 
an inter-branch social hosted by 

Henlow. 

S/Ms John (Barney) Bernard, 
Meldy (Billy) Dear and John 
(Robbo) Robinson, members of 
Rayleigh. Henlow and Royston 
branches respectively, had no idea 
that they would be reunited after 
50 years under the umbrella of the 


Roval Naval Association. 

their last meeting place was 
Kora, when they were serving on 
board the cruiser HMS Belfast. 

The social, which was also 
enjoyed by members of Alderham. 
Luton and Letchworth branches, 
proved a gala occasion for the 
three x-Stokers, who had many 
yarns to swap and many names to 
recall. 
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Roval Naval Association 


Harare 
branch 
appeals 
for flags 


RNA MEMBERS of the 
Harare branch in Zimbabwe 
arc appealing for spare flags to 
replace those which were 
stolen in the run-up *to the 
country’s elections. 

According to a branch official, 
the venue of the branch’s monthly 
meetings, the MOTH Club 
(Meritorious Order of Tin Hats) 
was visited by self-styled ‘war vet¬ 
erans’ on two occasions, who used 
intimidatory tactics on members 
present - most of whom were 
elderly. 

To be a true MOTH, one 
has to have served in the 
Armed Forces, and the 
majority of members served 
in World War II. 

During the two ‘visits’ by the 
local so-called veterans, all flags 
and regalia were stolen, including 
a portrait of Winston Churchill. 

Among the stolen flags were 
those belonging to the Harare 
h of the RNA, comprising 
: Ensign, 


Membership down 
but fund-raising up 


branch 

the Union Jack, the White Ensign, 
the Merchant Navy and the Royal 
Australian Navy. 

RNA members are asking ship¬ 
mates in other branches for any 
donations - used flags in need of 
renovation or cleaning, for exam¬ 
ple, which any branch could spare. 

Big welcome 

CHESHUNT branch welcomed 
cx-LS Ted Gray and his wife Iris, 
who now live in Australia, to a 
branch meeting. 

Ted used to live locally at 
Waltham Cross, and played foot¬ 
ball for Cheshunt FC and Worley 
Rovers 

Members of the branch, with 
those of Fleet St, attended a ser¬ 
vice at Christ Church, Waltham 
Cross, conducted by the branch 
chaplain, Rev Martin Banister 


MEMBERSHIP down, but 
welfare and charity 
demands on the increase - 
that was the message for 
delegates attending the 
Royal Naval Association 
annual Conference in 
Perth. 

Reporting to Conference as 
Navy News went to press, the 
Chairman of the National 
Council said that membership 
of the RNA fell from 35,903 in 
2000 to34,174 in 2001-but the 
workload of the Charities and 
Welfare Committee had dou¬ 
bled. 

The lass of 1,729 members, due 
largely to deaths, was regretted. 
The figure represents an increase 
of 31 Life members and a decrease 
of805 Full and 955 Associate mem¬ 
bers. 

Though the Association is 
beginning to attract more, younger 
members, more are needed to 
stem the floss. 

Urging delegates to keep up the 
recruiting drive, the Chairman said 


one branch last year recruited 171 
serving members and a further 51 
recently. 

He praised this effort, and the 
fund-raising activities of the RNA 
branches which raised a total of 
£126,478 in 2001 for charity. 

Anyone who cloubts the need for 
the Association and the contribu¬ 
tions it makes to the community 
should see the number of welfare 
cases the Charity and Welfare 
Committee deals with. 

An increasing percentage arc 
from wartime veterans now living 
alone or without the necessary 
help, desperately in need of electri¬ 
cally-propelled wheelchairs. 

Your Committee, he told dele¬ 
gates, believes the funding of such 
vehicles should be borne by local 
authorities, and has made repre¬ 
sentation on this matter to Dr 
Lewis Mooney, the Minister for 
Veteran Affairs. 

Until this responsibility is met, 
the Association must continue to 
case the difficulties of the less- 
mobile. 

Charity, he reminded them, 
begins at home - and can’t get 
much nearer to home than the 



£50 PRIZE PUZZLE 



The mystery survey ship in our 
May edition was survey ship 
HMS Fawn, and her sisters 
were HM ships Beagle, Bulldog 
and Fox. 

The winner of the £50 prize 
for identifying her was Mr L. 
Rudge of South Devon. 

This month’s heavenly ship 
started life as a destroyer and 
ended it as a frigate - what was 
her name? 

The correct answer wins 


another £50. 

Complete the coupon and send it to 
Mystery Picture, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POI 3HH. Coupons giving 
correct answers will go into a prize draw 
to establish a winner. 

Closing date for entries is August 10, 
2002. More lhan one entry can be submit¬ 
ted. but photocopies cannot be accepted. 
Do not include anything else in your enve¬ 
lope: no correspondence can be entered 
into and no entry returned. 

The winner will be announced in our 
September edition. The competition is 
not open to Navy News employees or 
their families. 


MYSTERY PICTURE 89 


Name . 


Address 


My answer 


• Some 40 RNA standards, 
including those of the Reading 
branch and No 6 Area were 
paraded at the Falklands 
Memorial Chapel 20th anniver¬ 
sary Flower Festival. The 
parade of shipmates, including 
Pangboume College cadets, 
was inspected by Capt Rick 
Jolly RN (retd). 

Superb result 
for Stafford 

A DOGGED campaign by Black 
Country groups and organisations 

- including Stafford RNA and the 
Stafford Sea Cadet unit TS Superb 

- has finally succeeded with the 
news that the submarine HMS 
Superb is to be granted the free¬ 
dom of the Borough of Stafford. 

Stafford RNA Standard Bearer 
Stuart Turner, who led the most 
recent campaign, said: “On many 
occasions it has looked as though 
the honour would be granted, yet 
the final vote always ended in 
defeat. 

“Back in 1984, it went as far as 
inviting a senior Admiral to take 
the salute at the ceremonial 
march-past, only to have it can¬ 
celled at the last minute. 

“But we were determined to 
carry on the fight for recognition 
for the Superb.” 

This time the initiative gained 
momentum as groups including 
the RNA, the Royal British 
Legion and the Sea Cadets were 
joined by others - and this time 
they received significant support 
from the Mayor of Stafford. Cllr 
Doug Davis. 

“It’s a marvellous result,” said 
Mr Turner. “As a result of every¬ 
one’s combined efforts, the vote 
has at last been positive and HMS 
Superb will finally receive the hon¬ 
our ii so richly deserves.” 


Central Charities Fund which, in 
2001, provided a total in individual 
grants of £40,366, while donations 
were made to the WRNS 
Benevolent Trust (£1,000) and the 
RN Benevolent Society (£500). 

The contribution made by 
branches to Pembroke House dou¬ 
bled to £42,276. 

Despite a fall in revenue from 
subscriptions last year, from 
£198,000 to £191,000. the year 
ended better than expected, 
according to the Chairman. 
Accounts showed a surplus of 
£7,925, due in part to good man¬ 
agement and the success of the 
Association’s Christmas card. 

He warned delegates, however, 
that a deficit of £28,600 was pre¬ 
dicted for 2002, and if income from 
subscriptions continues to fall, the 
Association may have to consider 
an increase in the rate of annual 
subs in about 2004. 

There was better news when he 
focused on the Association’s 
investments. 

Although their capital value 
decreased, due to a fall in the mar¬ 
ket, the income from them 
increased significantly. 

Revenue was- also boosted by 
two legacies totalling £365,253. 

Announcing the re-appointment 
of S/M Alan Robinson tor a further 
term as National Ceremonial 
Officer, he said the turn-out and 
drill at the association’s biennial 


Trafalgar parade in Whitehall was 
superb. 

In conclusion, the Chairman 
praised the efforts being made to 
raise the profile of the Association 
at local level and especially among 
those serving. 

He thanked delegates for the 
fund-raising effort in the past year 
and the many good deeds per¬ 
formed on the welfare side. 

This, he said, is what the 
Association is all about. 


Jubilee is 
celebrated 

LOSSIEMOUTH branch held a 
weekend of social events in cele¬ 
bration of the Queen’s Golden 
Jubilee. 

On the Friday night, mem¬ 
bers enjoyed a cheese and 
wine evening, and Saturday 
night brought prize bingo and 
a pay-as-you-sing karaoke. 

Sunday began with a stable- 
ford team golf outing on the 
new course at Moray Golf 
Club, followed by high tea for 
players and guests. 

Sunday evening rounded off 
the celebrations with a carpel 
putting competition followed 
by a prize draw rat tle of donat¬ 
ed gifts. 

All proceeds raised from 
these events arc to be donated 
to local charities. 




“COUNTY CLASS” 
DESTROYERS 1960 - 1990 


Replica models in 1:700th scale, hand cast in metal, painted and mounted on a 
wooden plinth 12” x 3” with brass nameplate and hand made gift box. 

HMS DEVONSHIRE, HAMPSHIRE, LONDON & KENT 
As built with 2 gun turrets (pictured) 

HMS ANTRIM, GLAMORGAN, FIFE & NORFOLK 
Modified with Exocct 



To order your model .send your name, address and daytime telephone number, along 
with your cheque or credit card details (o: 

Angela Bowler, SKYTREX LTD, Park House, 25 Park Road, Ix>ughhorough, 
Leicestershire. LEI 1 3ED Tel: 01509 233298 Fax: 01509 210336 
^_ PI IASI All ()\X' IP TO 28 DAYS I OR DELIVERY _/ 


READY FOR ANYTHING? 


SO’S OUR 


BREAKDOWN 


■■ 


COVER. 


These days, you’re everywhere. On deployment on 
holiday, or just on the way home. Trouble is, your 
breakdown company can't keep up. 

With Breakdown Plus from Affinitas, it’s a different 
story. We use Europ Assistance, the biggest breakdown 
support network in Europe. You get everything from 
roadside repair to a replacement vehicle. Anywhere from 
Aberdeen to Ankara. And because your call is always 
taken in the UK, there’s never a language problem. 

You’ll find the rates very competitive, too. So call for a 
quote now - at least you won’t have to go anywhere. 


0800 3161 317 

+44 1206 393 777 
www.affinitas.com 
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Enquiries 0 


For more information on NAAFI Financial’s 
products visit the local branches or their 
website: www.naafi-financial.com 


) 


: Don’t Waste Money 


on separate Motor Breakdown Cover 


boom at 


Bristol 


BUSINESS is booming for NAAFI Financial at 
Abbeywood, with the level of enquiries from 
Services personnel and MOD staff rocketing. 

A lot of these enquiries ccn- _ 


Arrested? 
Need immediate 
Legal Advice? 


Contact:- 




0845 601 1260 

www.forceslaw.com 


OtfCES 

tfcir 


The Forces Legal Network 


For a free 30 minute ini¬ 
tial diagnostic interview 
with 

Lawyers experienced 
in the Armed Forces 
who speak your lan¬ 
guage 



Save Money 


our competitive Motor Insurance Rates 
automatically include 
. Motor Breakdown assistance!!! 


tre around mortgages and 
investments, so NAAFI 
Financial have teamed up 
with local market-leaders 
Hargreaves Lansdown. 

This partnership means that 
NAAFI Financial will now offer 
an extended range of financial ser¬ 
vices and products including 
investment advice and mortgages. 

I largreavcs Lansdown is one of 
the largest independent invest¬ 
ment specialists in the UK, and 
offers market information and 
advice on a number of financial 
products. 

The Managing Director of 
NAAFI Financial, Al Voice, said: 
“Abbey Wood’s location can some¬ 
times make it difficult for people 
working there to sort out their 
financial and insurance affairs 
during the week. 

“With this in mind, we decided 
a partnership with Flargreavcs 
Lansdown, who have the expertise 
and reputation in the specialist 
field of investments, would be per¬ 
fect to meet the needs of anyone 
working in Abbey Wood and 
would complement our own port¬ 
folio." 

Hargreaves Lansdown’s 

Michael Roach added: “We are 
delighted to be working in part¬ 
nership with NAAFI Financial to 
provide complementary services to 
all MOD staff within the Abbey 
Wood complex.” 

These additional products 
include: home, motor, personal 
accident and life insurance, travel 
insurance, foreign exchange, tax- 
free savings and new car sales. 


Tax refund 
claims add 
to £60,000 


NAAFI Financial have helped 
2,700 of their customers make 
claims for refunds for 
Insurance Premium Tax (IPT). 

In February this year. Customs 
.nul I xrise ruled that forces per¬ 
sonnel serving overseas were not 
liable for IP!' on motor, kit, con¬ 
tents and travel insurance. 

The average refunds paid out so 
far have been £59 for NAAFI 
Financial motor insurance and £30 
for non-motor policies, making a 
grand total of £b(),(XH). 

NAAFI Financial says that the 
refunds work out at approximately 
10 per cent of a year’s average 
motor premium, so it is worth fill- 
in tnc form. 


mg 


If not for yourself consider 
doing it for the sake of others, as it 
is possible to donate any refund 
directly to the Royal Navy 
Benevolent Fund. 

There is a specific form avail¬ 
able that has been established by 
Customs and Excise and Norwich 
Union, NAAFI’s insurance 
provider, to ensure claimants 
Obtain their refund. 

Claims can vary from as little as 
£15 to £150, depending on the 
products involved and the dura¬ 
tion of any overseas posting. 

But the clock is ticking - the 
completed form must be with 
Norwich Union by November 1! 


DO YOU NEED SEPARATING OR 
DIVORCE PENSION ADVICE? 


Specialist legal advice to Naval Personnel for: 
CONVEYANCING 
WILLS, PROBATE & TRUST 
MATRIMONIAL & FAMILY LhJ . * 
CHILDCARE 

PERSONAL INJURY A ' j A 

CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE ^ M 

OCCUPATIONAL ILLNESS 
MENTAL HEALTH 4^ 

CRIME 


COFFIN 
MEW & 
CLOVER 



coffinmew.co.uk 


01329 825617 or 023 8033 4661 


FREE INITIAL 
ADVICE IN 
MANY CASES 


FORCES 

EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL 


WOUNDS? DISEASES? INJURIES? 

CAUSED BY SERVICE? 

also 

ALL PERSONAL INJURY CLAIMS 

You may be entitled to 

NO WIN - NO FEE 


COMPENSATION 


CALL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS!!! 

CALL FREEPHONE 
0500 22 20 22 NOW!!! 


THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD • MARSH HOUSE 
92A MARSHLAND ROAD • MOORENDS • DONCASTER DN8 4SZ 


WORRIED ABOUT DEBT? 


• Are you constantly worrying about DEBT? 

* Is DEBT affecting your performance at work? 

* Is your family under pressure 
through DEBT while you are away? 

• Worried about Commanding Officer involvement? 

If you can answer YES to any of the above, then please read on.. 



IF YOU'RE IN DEBT 


If you are paying £500 per month on your credit cards, 
store cards, unsecured loans etc. 

We will reduce this to less than £200 per month. 

PIUS YOU WILL BE DEBT FREE WITHIN 5 YEARS 
GUARANTEED WITHOUT TAKING MORE LOANS 

Strict confidentiality assured • No employer contact • We employ EX-Armed 
Forces personnel as counsellors, who understand through personal 
experience the stress of the job with DEBT! 


p filial 


08451200 662 


L 


National calls at LOCAL RATE 


DEBT COUNSELLORS AND MANAGEMENT 

www.apex-debt-help.co.uk 



FORCES 

KHiH33 Motor Insurance 


THe Specialist for H.M Forces 
and M.O.D. Personnel 


Motor Insurance 


Travel Insurance 


Home, Contents & 
Military Kit Insurance 


Life Insurance 


el: 0800 074 9402 


Open 365 days a year 

8am til 10pm Monday - Friday 9am til 9pm Saturday & Sunday 

The Manor House, 10 St. Margarets Green. Ipswich. Suffok IP4 2BS 
Tel: (01473) 211951 Fax: (01473) 213898 
E-mail, salesi^forcesdirect co.uk www forcesdrect.co uk 


Some companies offer 10% off 
their motor insurance 


if you have their kit & contents insurance too! 

To really save money try TF Insurance Services 

Our mystery shopping reveals that we can save an average of 30% //hen we compare the 
total cost for the car and kit! 

We can’t guarantee to be 30% cheaper every time (sometimes we may save you even more!; 
To find out how much we can save you call The Free Number below, or email us at: 
SaveEvenMoreMoney@tfmsuranceservices.co.uk 
Or you can visit our website at: www.tfinsuranceservices.co.uk 

The Free Number 0800 389 1798 


SURANCE SERVICES 


(MorvFri 9-5 Sat 9-4) 

For training purposes your call 
may be recorded 

Member of General Insurance Standards Council 


NOW WE COVER 


YOUR LITTLE 


SOLDIERS. 


Ever phoned for a health or life insurance quote? 
Tell them you’re in the Services and they get jumpy. 
Or expensive. So covering your family can be tough. 



Until now. We’ve joined up with AFFAS, the Armed 
Forces Financial Advisory Services, to offer you a wide 
range of products that’ll protect you and your family. 


Like us, AFFAS builds policies to suit Services life. 

Such as private health care that’s sensibly priced. And 
term life assurance that even refunds half your premiums 
at the policy’s end - just when you need it most 


To find out more, or to get a quote, call us now. 
We’ll be looking out for you - and yours. 


0800 243 592 

www.affinitas.com 


<1 

affmitas 


looking out for you 


AFFAS lid « a wholly owned UK subsidiary ot Atfirutas Ltd. which is registered m Jersey (no 79973) Affmitas is a member of the General Insurance Standards Council 
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• PO Diver ‘SC Marston explains the role of minehunter HMS 
Blyth to children from Bebside Middle School 


Blyth 

locals 

head 

home 


SHE’S only a small ship, it s only a small town, but when 
the mine countermeasures vessel HMS Blyth 
visited her namesake affiliation, three of the ship’s compa¬ 
ny had a chance to enjoy the pleasures of home. 


The latest visit to her home¬ 
town port of Blyth in 
Northumberland allowed the 
ship’s company a well- 
deserved break after a busy 
period of operational sea train¬ 
ing. 

The majority of the 38-strong 
crew of the Easlanc-hased MCMV 
hail from north of the border, how¬ 
ever on hoard there are three 
locals from Blyth and the sur¬ 
rounding area. 

LOM(MW) Andrew ‘Simmo’ 
Simpson plays an active role in the 
community’s fortunes, serving as a 
lifeboatman in the town when his 
shore-leave allows. 

MEM ‘Hindy’ Hindmoor is an 
ex-pupil of Bebside Middle School 
in Blyth. which has since become 
the ship's affiliated school. 

A party of 30 children were wel¬ 


comed on board for a guided tour 
of the Sandown-class MC ’MV. 

Three lucky youngsters enjoyed 
a specially-prepared lunch on 
board. 

These three were the winners of 
a competition run with the school 
to come up with suggestions for a 
motto for the recently-commis¬ 
sioned ship. 

Finally S/Lt Anya Shepherd is 
from nearby Morpeth, and is going 
through Specialist Fleet Time 
training on HMS Blyth. Her family 
visited her to get a glimpse of her 
life at sea. 

Despite the after-effects of the 
north-east’s famous nightlife, 
MEM ‘Foggy’ Foggon bravely 
entered the Blyth Valley Athletics 
Club Annual 10 mile road race. 

Through his hard work, lie 
raised 1500 from his shipmates for 
the local RNU. 



• A glimpse in the busy galley at Britannia Royal Naval College 

Lessons at a 


quick pace 
at BRNC 


LEARNING at Work Day at 
Britannia Royal Naval College 
offered a packed programme 
for Service, civilian, contractor 
or students. 

Over six dozen utterly uncoordi¬ 
nated volunteers were put through 
their paces on the parade ground 
before being given the chance to 
abseil over the parade walls by the 
Leadership department. 

Culture vultures were given 
tours on the history of the College 
and the extensive maritime art col¬ 
lection. 

Down on the river there were 
lessons on how to get safely afloat 
and yachting. The galley offered 
lessons in Chinese cookery, and 


how to mix the perfect cocktail. 

Even tuition in weather fore¬ 
casting was up for grabs to keen 
students of the skies. 

■ Nineteen officer cadets from 
BRNC got a taste of life on board 
the German Navy’s sail training 
ship, the Gorch Fock. 

After an intensive two-week 
training period, the crew set off for 
a seven-day voyage from Kiel in 
Germany to Bergen. Norway, via 
the Great Belt Bridge and the 
Skaggerak. 

Despite the testing conditions in 
the North Sea, the cadets returned 
to England with many fond memo¬ 
ries of a fantastic experience. 


4 Listen 0 
carefully... 

tailor-made motor insurance, dedicated forces 
claim unit, and a free scan radio* 


v 




Trust NAAFI Financial to offer you the sort of motor insurance that really takes account of your needs. For example, airside and portside risks are automatically 
fully covered and pan-European cover is included, ideal for unexpected postings. We also have a unique discount system which is based on your driving 
experience, not your insurance history. And we offer a 24 hour a day, 365 days a year Dedicated Forces Claim Unit. 

So, call us now for a no obligation quote, and get a free clip-on scan radio*. 


0A 


A 

i ) 


4A 


Plus - 10% discount - if you insure two or more cars with us, or if you have our Kit & Contents insurance. 
For an instant quote - and your free clip-on scan radio - call us now (quoting reference: N16) 

00800 76 76 77 77 (free from the UK & Germany) 

+44 1603 205 209 (from the rest of the world) 

Call us 7 days a week - or pop into your local NAAFI Financial branch 


Calls may be monitored and/or recorded NAAFI Financial is the trading style of Warrior Group Ltd. Insurance is underwritten by Norwich Union, a member of 
the General Insurance Standards Council. Subject to status. ‘Offer available while stocks last. Limited to one radio per person when requesting a motor insurance 
quote. Please allow 28 days for delivery. 



NOBODY KNOWS YOU BETTER 

www.naafi-financial.com 
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Queen’s Birthday Honours 


Deaths 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its pages to recall some of the July headlines of past decades... 


40 years ago 


After an eight-year spell in the Mediterranean, 
S-class submarine HMS Sea Devil returned to 
Gosport to pay off before disposal. 

Sea Devil was commissioned in April 1945 
and just missed the action of World War II. She 
was in Malta on her way to the Far East when 
Victory over Japan was declared. 

Nine years later, the submarine was to 
return to Malta in April 1954, where she was 
then based for the next eight years. 

This period meant she had served the 
longest unbroken spell in the Mediterranean 
service of any British warship, and her crest of 
a devil’s head breathing fire could be spied in 
almost every Mediterranean port. 

S-class submarines performed sterling ser¬ 
vice in the Mediterranean during World War II, 
but the demise of Sea Devil meant that only 
one of these distinctive boats with open con¬ 
ning-tower was still in service. 

Her name became well-known around the 
Mediterranean, but she was the first - and so 
far the only - British warship to bear the name. 


30 years ago 


Six cast members of the BBC’s ‘Navy Lark’ 
pitched up to take charge of HMS London and 
Renown at the Venice Boat Show Afloat in 
London. 

Sadly they weren’t given charge of the real 
things, but two 60ft barges - the first two 
members of the Royal Navy’s Canal Barge 
Fleet - which bore a striking, if scaled-down, 
resemblance to the County class guided mis¬ 
sile destroyer and the Polaris submarine. 

Four mini-ships were built to represent con¬ 
temporary naval vessels which could then be 
toured around British cities and towns with 
inland waterways where the real item could 
never reach. 

The third and fourth barges, representing a 
Leander class frigate and new Type 42 
destroyer, were still being built at the time, and 
were expected to join their Canal Barge fleet 
later in the year. 

‘Navy Lark’ and real ex-Navy veteran Jon 
Pertwee also stopped by to visit the Navy’s 
miniature exhibition fleet 


20 years ago 


The paper was full with the triumphant return 
of the British fleet from the Falklands War. 

The front page led with a tribute to everyone 
who served in the conflict from the Admiralty 
Board who commended the “qualities of skill, 
fortitude and bravery which have won the 
admiration of the whole nation”. 

Under the headline “Sea Harriers repay 
faith”, the key role of the British Harriers was 
hailed as one of the great successes of the 
South Atlantic conflict. 

The inside pages contained an outline on 
the role and action of many of the Task Force 
ships over the preceding weeks. 

It also includes a message from one ship 
that told it was heartened to hear of the efforts 
to keep families informed and supported 
through such a difficult time. 

“This knowledge, coupled with the remark¬ 
able level of support in the whole country for 
our presence here, makes life 8,000 miles from 
home a great deal easier than it would other¬ 
wise be.” 


THE TIME OF YOUR LIVES 


Royal Navy - Queen’s Birthday 
Honours List 2002 

GCB - Admiral Sir Nigel 
Essenhigh KCB ADC 
CB - Vice Admiral Peter A. 
Dunt, Major General Anthony A. 
Milton RM 

CBE - Cdre Simon R.J. 
Goodall ADC, Major General 
David Wilson RM 
OBE - Col David A. Capewell 
RM, Cdr (A/Capt) Malcolm A. 
Comberg, Cdr Bernard J. Davis, 
Capt Peter G. Hurlord, Col Paul 
A. Jobbins RD* ADC RMR, Capt 
Frank Reed OStJ, Cdr Robert E. 
Williams 

MBE - LRO(G) Neil P. Baird, 
WO(SA) Jonathan M. Barr, Lt 


Neville A. Bryce, Lt Cdr Martin J. 
Buckley, WOWEA Michael J. 
George. Maj (A/Lt Col Mark N. 
Gray RM, Col Sgt (A/W02) 
William C.L. Hallam RM, 
WOMEA(M) Kenneth Keeling, 
CPOWEA Trevor McGrath, Lt Cdr 
Phillip K. Matthews RNR (SCC), 
Lt Cdr Nicholas Murphy, Lt Cdr 
Paul H. Newman, WO(R) Barrie 
J. Sandilands, CPOC(S) James 
Shields, Lt Cdr (A/Cdr) Derek B. 
Turner, Lt Cdr Graham J. Wilson, 
CCAEA Neil D. Wright 

RRC - Cdr Dawn E. Kenney 
RD, QARNNS Reserve 
QVRM - Cdr Judith H. Swann 
RD* RNR 

MVO - Lt Cdr W.N. Entwisle, Lt 
Col R.A. Waterer OBE RM 


Lt Cdr Stephen C. Hawley. Manne 
Engineering Instructor at HMS Sultan. Ships 
include: Exeter, Illustrious and Beaver. 
Received a NATO medal Aged 31. May 19 
Marine Nathan Ratcliffe. 42 Cdo RM 
May 3. 

Marine Martin Gordon ‘Fish’ Blackley. 

45 Cdo RM and British Biathlon team May 
22 . 

Lt R.P. Skidmore. HMS Richmond. June 

12 . 

Lt J. Lewis. HMS Richmond. June 12. 


Cdr C.J.W. Simpson DSC. Polar explor¬ 
er. Joined RN at age 13 in 1924. Served in 
HM Ships Revenge. Nelson and Hood 
Retired to civilian life in early 1930s betore 
being recalled in 1939, when he specialised 
in anli-submanne warfare On board Medway 
when sunk by U-boat in 1942 Served in 
destroyers on convoy and patrol in the North 
Sea and North Atlantic, and awarded DSC m 
1945 Joined HMS Osprey in 1945. then 1 Lt 
RN School of Communications and Weapons 
Engineering at HMS Collingwood. 
Subsequently promoted to commander and 


appointed to King George V. Planned and 
lead tn-Service British North Greenland 
Expedition of 1952-54. adding to knowledge 
of the geology and glaciology of the Arctic. 
Received Polar Medal in 1955 for leadership 
of the expedition and awarded CBE m 1956 
Retired from RN for the second time in 1961. 
Aged 90. May 9 

Sir Cecil Burney, Bt. Successful busi¬ 
nessman and one of the last white MPs in the 
Zambian parliament Joined RN in 1942. 
served as radar officer and saw action in 
Russian convoys Present at the surrender of 
the German Atlantic U-boat fleet at Loch 
Eriboll. Inventor of the Paravane, a steel skirt 
that floated around ships to deflect mines and 
cut their moonrtg cables. Aged 79. 

Lt George B. Honour DSC. World War II 
submanner Member of elite midget subma- 
nne force in X23 that guided the invasion 
fleet in lor Normandy landings Alter three 
days m the Normandy area - 64 hours of that 
time submerged - X23 acted as a navigation 
marker off Sword beach with an 18ft high 
beacon built on the tiny four-man submanne 
in rough seas. Awarded DSC for his efforts. 
Submanners Association. Poole and District 


Promotions to Commander RN and Lieutenant Colonel RM 


Selections for promotion to Commander 
Royal Navy and Lieutenant Colonel Royal 
Marines to date 30 Jun 03. 

WARFARE BRANCH 

Lt Cdr S.R. Aiken; Lt Cdr N.G. Amphlett; Lt 
Cdr A M. Aspden; Lt Cdr D.B. Axon; Lt Cdr 
M.J.D. Beardall. Lt Cdr A. Betton; Lt Cdr M P. 
Briers; Lt Cdr W.C. Brown; Lt Cdr T.l. 
Chnshop; Lt Cdr A.L Coles; Lt Cdr A S 
Corbett; A/Cdr G.C. Comer; Lt Cdr J.G. 


Cunningham; Lt Cdr C.L. Dyke; Lt Cdr D.G. 
Fields; Lt Cdr S.J.A. Gurmm; A/Cdr R.L. Hall; 
Lt Cdr R M M J Harvey; Lt Cdr M.A.J. 
Hawkins; Lt Cdr N.E. Hmch; Lt Cdr S. Holt; Lt 
Cdr G.B. Hutchison; Lt Cdr T.A. Johnston; Lt 
Cdr M.V. Leaning; Lt Cdr C D. Lightfoot; Lt 
Cdr D.G. Mahony; Lt Cdr B.R. Meakin; Lt Cdr 
S.J. Murray; Lt Cdr M l. Newland; Lt Cdr 
J H T Nisbet. Lt Cdr J P Penreath; Lt Cdr S. 
Powell; Lt Cdr M.G. Robertson; Lt Cdr D P 
Salisbury; Lt Cdr J.A. Scott, Lt Cdr P.K. 



Memorial Service at Sea 

Remember the person you love .... 

in the environment they loved. 

Our dignified, sensitive and exclusive service is carried out on the evocative and 
historic waters off Rxtsmouth, from where great ships have set out on voyages of 
discovery It is a fitting tribute to a life of seafaring activity, courage, and adventure. 

For more information, or to reserve a date, call us now on 023 9246 1919 

Memorial Services at Sea l.td, II.in liny Island, Hants. P()11 0S.I 

V. ___ 1 _ J 




FLAT TOPPED STOPPER 

Silver plated natural cork wine 
stopper for elegantly resealing the 
odd bottle of wine which remains 
unfinished after the first sitting. 


DON’T COME A CROPPER 
...USE OUR 


CHAMPAGNE STOPPER 

This .classic designed 
. silver pitted stopper 
engraved with the 
* Royal Naval Crown design. 

An elegant way to keep the 
freshness in for days. 


£10.69 inc p&p UK £11.44 inc p&p O/S 
£10.79 inc p&p UK £11.54 inc p&p O/S 

To order simply phone 023 9282 6040 

write to - The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth, Hants POI 3HH 
Or order online at www.navynews.co.uk 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by 
Cheque/lnc emationai Money Order at £ Stcrfcng and drawn on UK bank Or lor payment by Credit Card/Switch. 
UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4 . 

Please note: items shown not actual size Please allow 28 days for delivery 


Shawcross: Lt Cdr D A Sherrift; Lt Cdr 
M.R.K. Smith; Ll Cdr A. Stangroom, Lt Cdr 
D V Stanton; Lt Cdr L A Suddes; Lt Cdr 
M R Trtcomb; Lt Cdr A K. Waddington; Lt 
Cdr A.J Webb; Lt Cdr J.A.P. While 

ENGINEERING BRANCH 

LI Cdr P Adams; LI Cdr N.T. Blackman; Lt 
Cdr B.L. Burlingham; Lt Cdr I.D. Clark; Lt Cdr 
M G. Claxton; Lt Cdr M.D. Cochrane. Lt Cdr 
B.C. Cran; Lt Cdr A. Cropley; Lt Cdr P.G.J. 
Dailey; LI Cdr A.J Dustan; Lt Cdr M.A. 
Fieldsend. Lt Cdr P.D. Gilbert; Lt Cdr D.W.S. 
Graham; L! Cdr D PS. Green; Lt Cdr D M 
Harding. Lt Cdr G.W Jenkins; Lt Cdr I.J.A. 
Kennedy; Lt Cdr J.P. Kirkup; Lt Cdr R.E.T. 
Kissane; Ll Cdr PJ. Knight; Lt Cdr PR 
Knight; Lt Cdr P.G. Metcalfe. A/Cdr A.R. 
Munns; Lt Cdr S. Peacock. Lt Cdr S.R. Petitt; 
Lt Cdr M.A. Pomeroy; Lt Cdr R D. Randall; Lt 
Cdr S.D. Roberts; Lt Cdr T.J. Roberts; Lt Cdr 
M L. Rowse. Lt Cdr J.A. Salter. Lt Cdr C.J. 
Saxby; Lt Cdr K A. Smith; Lt Cdr J.N 
Stewart. Lt Cdr M.D. Sumner; Lt Cdr I.D. 
Upton; Ll Cdr J.M. Wyatt 

SUPPLY BRANCH 

Lt Cdr K M Aitken; Lt Cdr M R. Bumingham; 


Lt Cdr S.E.J. David; Lt Cdr M.T Flynn; A/Cdr 

R. K.J. Hill; Lt Cdr R.P Hollins; Ll Cdr K.C. 
Hood; Ll Cdr C.J B. Jewitt; Ll Cdr A.J. Kyte; 
A/Cdr A N. Straw; Ll Cdr S.J Taylor; Lt Cdr 
N.W. Trump; Lt Cdr G.L. Wintle 

ROYAL MARINES 

Major S M. Birrell; Ma|or T N Daniels; Ma|or 
D A. Dewar; Major S.J. Francis; Major M.J. 
Holmes; Ma|or R.A Magowan; Major I.M. 
O'Donnell; Major R.J. Pulvertaft; Major R.J 
Stephens; Major PG.D. Taylor; Major C.D.B. 
Thorpe; Major D.W.H. Wilson 

MEDICAL BRANCH 

Surg Lt Cdr D.G.S. Blair, Surg Lt Cdr N.G. 
Fisher; Surg Lt Cdr C.J. Hand; Surg Lt Cdr 
A.J Mellor; Surg Lt Cdr R Miles; Surg Ll Cdr 

S. R.C. Smith; Surg Lt Cdr S.J. Tanser, Surg 
Lt Cdr M C G. Terry; Surg Lt Cdr D P 
Whitehouse 

DENTAL BRANCH 

Surg Lt Cdr (D) N.R. Turnbull 

MEDICAL SERVICES BRANCH 

Lt Cdr C.J. Lloyd 

QARNNS BRANCH 

Lt Cdr H.L. Allikins A/Cdr L.J. Butcher 


Appointments 


Rear Admiral P.A. Dunt to be 

promoted Vice Admiral and to be 
Chief Executive Defence Estate 
Agency on 30 Apr 02. 

Rear Admiral M. Stanhope to 
be promoted Vice Admiral and to 
be Deputy Commander-in-Chief 
Fleet and Chief Naval Warfare 
Officer on 9 Jul 02. 

Lt Cdr K.R. Mathieson to 824 
Squadron, RNAS Culdrose, as 
CO on 13 Sep 02. 

Lt Cdr A.D. Radakin to HMS 
Norfolk as CO on 28 Aug 02. 

Lt Cdr M.J. Wainhouse to 
HMS Nottingham as CO on 30 
Aug 02. 

Lt Cdr M.A. Williams to Lynx 
OEU, RNAS Yeovilton, as CO on 
18 Oct 02. 

Cdre J.B.A. Musters to be 
Admiralty Governor of the RNBT 
on 14 May 02. 

Cdr G.A. Mackay to HMS 
Sutherland as CO on 22 Oct 02. 

Lt Cdr B.R. Meakin to 849 
Squadron B Flight, HMS Ark 
Royal, as CO on 2 Nov 02. 

Lt Cdr N.B.J. Washer to HMS 
Atherstone as CO on 9 Aug 02. 

Lt J.F. Blacklock to HMS 
Bridport as CO on 19 Apr 02. 

Lt P.G. Butterworth to HMS 


Blazer as CO on 1 Oct 02. 

Lt S.G. Capes to HMS 
Dulverton as CO on 20 May 02. 

Lt P.J.E. Tilden to HMS 
Trumpeter as CO on 1 Oct 02. 


Swap drafts 


LCH Donaldson. Contact and draft: 
HMS Chatham. 3G Mess Will swap for any 
Devonport-based ship, deploying or not. 

LCH Long. Contact and draft; HMS 
Chatham. 3G Mess Will swap lor any 
Devonport-based ship, deploying or not. 

OM(C)1 C.J. Prentice. Contact and 
draft HMS Glasgow. Will swap for: any 
Portsmouth-based ship or draft 

LOM(EW) Burns. Contact and draft: 
HMS Northumberland. 53690 Will swap for 
any Portsmouth-based ship. 

LAEM(M) Winterton. Contact; 771 
Squadron. Culdrose ext 2631. Draft; HMS 
Ark Royal. 6 Jan 03. Will swap for. any 
Culdrose or Yeovilton front-line draft. 

CHI M.J. Newbrook. Contact; HMS 
Exeter Draft: JSU Northwood, 12 Sep 02 
Will swap for any Portsmouth shore base. 


Ratings seeking to swap drafts 
must meet the requirements of 
BR14. article 0506. In particular, 
they should be on or due the same 
kind of service - sea or shore; have 
time to serve in their current draft; 
be the same rate; and be of similar 
experience. All applications must be 
made on Form C240 to NDD, 
Centurion Building. 


Branch. Served in X Craft: X4. X23 Aged 83. 
May 16 

Sir Edward Teddy' Jackson. Diplomat, 
particular recognition lor roles as 
Ambassador to Cuba (1975-79), 
Ambassador to Belgium (1982-85). 
Commissioned in RNVR aged 18. Escorted 
convoys in the Atlantics before being posted 
to Far East and returning Chinese nver boats 
to their home country. Left Service In 1946 as 
sub-lieutenant before joined the Foreign 
Service and beginning diplomatic career. 
Aged 76, May 8. 

Lt Cdr Martin Ewers. Left RN as instruc¬ 
tor at HMS Raleigh Aged 48 on 19 May on 
holiday in Malta. 

Ron Hayward. Served 1943-47 Ships 
include HMS Holmes, on which he was a gun 
layer, was involved with Mulberry Harbour 
and Russian convoys. Aged 75. May 9. 

Robert ‘Bob’ Smith. Chef. HMS Comus 
Comrades. Ships include: Implacable and 
Sinus Aged 70. May 12. 

Derek Sandie' Shaw. CPO(S)(SM) 
Joined 1964-89 Aged 53. Apnl 29 

John Burnip. PO(S) Served 1939-53 in 
Nelson. Victory and submarines. Received 
Malta medal for protecting smaller ships on 
Malta convoys. Aged 82. Apnl 30. 

J. 'Ken' Darby shire. AB Ships include 
HM Submarines L26, Sturgeon and 
Thrasher. Submariners Association Australia 
Branch. Aged 77. May 7. 

Edward George Shirley. AB S/T HMS 
Aurora Association. Served in Aurora 1938- 
42. Aged 91. Apnl 

Lt Cdr W.J. Jimmy’ Williams RD RNR. 

Royal Naval Patrol Service Association. 
Fleetwood Branch, founder member and 
chairman for many years May 4. 

Fred C. Albuery. Algennes Association. 
Ships indude Anes. March 19 

Thomas Gamble. Algennes Association. 
Ships include Pekxus March 26. 

Vincent Carey DSM. Algerines 

Association. Ships include Lightfoot. Manner 
April 1 

C.C. McDonald. Algerines Association. 
Ships include Spanker Apnl 4 

Peter J. Watts. Algennes Association 
Ships indude Onyx. Apnl 24. 

Tom Gentle. Algerines Association 
Ships mdude Welcome April 27. 

John Henry Albury. Algerines 

Association. Ships indude Friendship. 

Peter Stacey. AB HMS Belfast 
Association. Served in ship 1950-52 in 
Korea. May 14 

Jack Marman. RM HMS Bellas! 
Association, previous chairman. Served in 
ship 1939 and 1942-44 May 21. 

Cdr I.A. Beattie. HMS Morecambe Bay 
Association. First lieutenant 1953-54. 
brought ships back to UK from Far East via 
Panama Canal, following service in Korea 
and Malysia. May 5. 

Peter Gamer. AB HMS Morecambe Bay 
Association Served 1953-54 April 12. 

Edward Tiff Davies. Aircraft Handler, 
1961-70. Aircraft Handlers Association May 
20 . 

Rex Edward Huggins. AB Served 1939 
46. Ships include: Verity. Spragge and 
Middleton Russian Convoy Association and 
landkird of White Hart Hotel. Littlehampton 
Aged 83. May 27 

Lt Cdr Vincent Carey DSM. Joined as 
Artificer. 1939 30 years service as an engi¬ 
neer. including WWII in Mediterranean. 
Atlantic and Far East. Ships and establish 
ments include Pembroke. Naiad (Crete and 
sinking). Royal Sovereign. Valiant i An/io and 
Sale mo landings). Manner (D-Day landings). 
Lightfoot (DSM awarded lor minesweeping 
duties), Uplifter. Glasgow. Keppel, HMY 
Britannia. Gurkha. Sultan and Terror. Retired 
to work for Vosper Tbomycroft and 
Hamworthy Engineenng. Naiad and 
Algerines Association. Aged 82. April 1. 

George Smiler* Hadfield. PO 1st Class 
Diver Ships include: Illustrious. Trinidad. 
Defiance. Imperial and many others. Russian 
convoys Attached to RN for 22 years. Aged 
86. December 

Ken Derbyshire. AB. Submariners 
Association. Australia Branch Served in sub¬ 
marines: Sturgeon, L26. Thrasher. Aged 77. 

Harry Hall. Mech. Submariners 
Association, Gosport Branch. Served in sub¬ 
marines: 1956-63. Scorcher. Telemachus. 
Andrew. Aurochs. Trespasser. Turpin. 
Artemis. Aged 68 

John Jack' Carter. AB. Served 1941-46. 
Ships include Ramillies, Nelson. Howe. 
Aged 79. January 5. 

Alex Ball. Orci'Stg HO rating. Served 
LCTs and elsewhere. Aged 92. May 5. 


Geoffrey Flash* Gordon. Fleet Chief 
Sparker Served 27 years Remembered by 
Eagle Communicators. Emigrated to Virginia. 
USA. Aged 65. March 26 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 

Lt Cdr L.W.A. Barrington. Served: 
Illustrious. Grebe. Donibristfe, Indomitable, 
Royal Arthur. Monlclare and RN Air Stations 
Hal Far (Malta). Fife. Yeovilton, Lee-on- 
Soient and Eglinton. 

Second Officer B.M. Brownell Drabble 
WRNS. 

Lt A.M. Ewers. Served: Raleigh. London 
Beaver. Brave. Tamar. Campbeltown. RN Air 
Stations Yeovilton, Prestwick and RN Base 
Gibraltar. 

Lt Cdr J.L. Foster. Served: Roebuck 
Forth. Vengeance. Vanguard. Queer 
Elizabeth and Ceylon 

Lt S.C. Hawley. Served: Sultan and RN 
Hospital Haslar 

Nursing Sister M.J. Marshall QARNNS 
Lt Cdr D. Mason. Served: Shackleton. 
Verulam. Stnker. Reclaim. Laymoor. Eagle 
Flintham and Cochrane. 

Lt Cdr S.C. Minett. Served: Boxer. 
Apollo. Flatholm. Cochrane. Mercury 

Lt Cdr DA. Vaughan. Served 
Sanderlmg. Albion. Goldcrest. Fisgard. 
Fulmar. Saker. Sultan and Daedalus 

Cdr R.A.H. Vaughan-Cox. Served: St 
Angelo. President. Condor. Girdle Ness 
Daedalus. Victory and NATO. 

Cdr J.L. Walker. Served Howe. Colder 
Hind, Glory, President, Merlin and Neptune 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 

George Lane. PO. Ipswich. Ships include 
HMS Aisne. 1953-55 March 30 

Denis Henry Ellis. AB. Hortey. Served 
1943-47. WWII Convoy duties Aged 77. 

H.R.L. Barrett. Artificer. Princes 
Risborough, president, former chairman, 
founder member. Chairman of the Royal 
British Legion. Served 1940-54 Ships 
include Drake. Ferret. Beachy Head. 
Pembroke. Suffolk. Swiftsure, Whimbel. 
Abercrombie. Woodstock. Savage. Lord 
Killport. Forth. Aged 77. 

Graham Matthias. LS Gunnery Branch 
Llanelli, founder member. Served 1940-46 in 
Medway Queen at Dunkirk. Caradoc 
Despatch, Famdale and Meforeak Aged 81. 

Cameron McDonald. Chief ERA. Weston 
super Mare. Served 1938-48. Aged 83 
Arthur Charles Carter. AB. Weston 
super Mare. Served 1935-47. enrolled Royal 
Fleet Reserve 1950-55. Aged 86 

Fred Greaves. Cardiff Ships include 
Grebe. Medway. Peony and Sikh Aged 81 
Clive McCreadie. Cardiff. Ships include 
Ocean. Adamant. Bargarole. Eagle and 
Eastbourne Aged 69 

Cdr R.J. Record. Worthinq. life president 
Served Triumph. President, Blackcap. Ariel 
Ceylon, Euryalus. Victory and Seahawk May 
14. 

Captain A.J.W. 'Buster' Bale. 

Scarborough and Captain of RNPSA 
Scarborough. 35 years in RN and a pilot 
instructor. Aqed 71. May 1<L . 

Sheila Pryce. Wren Scarborough, com 
mittee member Aged 73. May 22. 

Walter Haflenden. Leading Stoker (Ena. 
writer). Bexhill-on-Sea Served 1939-46. 
ships include Orion. Lucia and Dullisk Cove 
Onon Association 

George F.J. Hammond. AB Sealord 
Served 1943-47 in the Far East in HMS 
Nubian Aged 75. May 15 

Cyril Morgan. Caerphilly, founder mem¬ 
ber and first secretary 

Frank King DSM. Chief ERA. Cwmbran 
Served 1938-50 Boats include: Clyde. 
Cachalot (survivor), H50, Turpin. Venturer 
(awarded DSM on patrol off Norway). Sirdar 
(ex P226) and Tantivy. POW Italy. September 
1941-March 1943. President Gwent ex POW 
Association After Red Cross exchange of 
POWs, arrived at FAA base near Alexandria, 
while awaiting transport to UK. volunteered 
duties as a gunner in Fairey Swordfish flights 
over Egypt. Aged 89. May 7. 

Lawrence Dixon. CPO Epsom. Served 
1938-63 Ships include: Mauritius. Dido. 
Aisne, Kenya and Diamond. Also served in 
Korea. Member of Kenya Association. 
Korean Vets Aaed 78. June 5. 

William ‘Bill' Evans. Mexborough, secre¬ 
tary. Served in HMS Protector. Illustrious and 
in Korea 

Samuel Ernest King. AA2. Basildon. 
Served 1941-45. Ships mdude Royal Arthur, 
Whitsbed and Tay. Aged 79. June 1. 
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Submissions for the next edition of Navy News 
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ROOKESBURY PARK 


Day & Boarding Preparatory School 
Boys & Girls 3-13 Boarding 7-13 
Wickham, Fareham, Hampshire, POI7 6HT 
Tel: 01329 833108 Fax: 01329 835090 

email: rookesbury.park@ukonline.co.uk 

Visit this Happy Caring School with: 

• High standards & excellent facilities. 

• Pre-Preparatory for rising 3 year olds, 
providing a safe, stimulating & flexible 
environment for the best start in life. 

• Boarding House providing a ‘home from home’ 

• Scholarships for Service Children in line 
with B.S.A. 

Telephone for a prospectus 

Or to arrange a visit 


Rookesbury Park’s choristers 
retain their music festival title 


Rookesbury Park School’s Chamber 
Choir has won the Taylor Cup for the 
second year running at the Fareham 
Music Festival. 

In the ‘Schools Choirs and Youth 
Choirs’ class at the festival, 
Rookesbury Park Chamber Choir 
showed their versatility and wide-rang¬ 
ing talents by performing four songs 
ranging from the complex Slavonska 
Poskodka to the more traditional Steal 
Away. 

Brilliantly choreographed gestures 
accompanied the choir’s final piece, 
Lullaby in Birdland. 

Rookesbury s Head of Nursery, Mrs 
Idaine Flamper, was both the choir’s 
conductor and choreographer, and 


piano accompaniment was by Mr Mac 
Brown, head of music at the co-educa- 
tional preparatory school. 

“This is a very promising choir that 
looks good as well as sounds good on a 
stage," wrote JcfTrcy Wynn Davies, the 
adjudicator, who awarded the choir a 
distinction for their performance. 

“We have only entered the Fareham 
Festival for the past two years, and 
having twice won the cup gives us a 
reputation to maintain,” believes Mr 
Mac Brown. 

“The choir is enthusiastic, hard¬ 
working and well-disciplined, which 
makes the weekly rehearsals immense¬ 
ly enjoyable for us all.” 

As soon as children enter 


Rookesbury Park at the age of three, 
they start their singing and musical 
education, which includes singing in 
infant and junior choirs. 

The Rookesbury Park Chamber 
Choir consists of pupils from 7 to 13 
years old. 

• The Rookesbury Park 
Chamber Choir with their tro¬ 
phy at the Fareham Music 
Festival 


THE Dl KE OF YORK'S 
ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL. DOVER 

'Looking forward wtth confidence * looking back with pride" 

The unique bearding school for children of service personnel. 

) The [hike of \ork*> School has excellent turn results across a broad 
curriculum, and high expectations in all that it does. 

) It b a 100boarding school for pupils providing pmisriv 
the caring, see ore and viable environment needed for sers ice children. 

) U ith outstanding facilities and a strung reputation in sport, music and 
drama, pupils are ghen many opportunities to excel 

) subsidised fees for sons and daughters of serving and retired service 
personnel. 

Further enquiries to: 

Headmaster 

The Duke of York’s School 
Dover CT15 5FQ 

Phone: <013IM ; 245024 Fax: 01304 2451119 
E-mail: dukeGeasvnet.co.uk 




GRENVILLE COLLEGE 

Bideford, Devon, EX39 3.1 R 
Co-educational Boarding and Day 
2 l h - 18 years (hoarding from age 8) 


* Caring and friendly environment 

* Staff ratio 1:9 

* Excellent academic record 

* GCSE, AS, A-level and GNVQ courses 

* Dyslexia Unit - 32 years’ experience 

* Sixth Form Study Centre 

* Superb location for outdoor activities, close to sea and moors 

* Extensive grounds * Strong sporting tradition 

* Substantial Service bursaries - where Boarding School 
Allowance is payable, we guarantee your contribution is 
only 10% of fees 

Tel: 01237 472212 or Fax: 01237 477020 

c-mail:infu@grcnvillc.dcvun.sch.uk 
www.grenville.devon.sch.uk 
Registered Charity No.269669 



eduation 

Mo** baric to AM K? Itort* Omntm? 

SCqUK) for FREE advice aad if port: 
Tel: 01980 618244 MU: 94344 9244 
Fax: 01960 618245 Mil: 94344 8245 
•■ail: ■•d.tct.■k@ftoet.ftv.ik 




UK LEADING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL OFFERING 

20% REMISSION 

OFF BOARDING FEES FOR HM FORCES, 
CHILDREN & GRANDCHILDREN OF SEAFARERS 

Co-ed Boarding & Day 3-19 years (Boarding 6+ years) 

A TOP UK SCHOOL FOR GCSE & A-LEVEL RESULTS 


* m 


.! 1 \ 
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We think there are 3 important points, above ail others, that make Queen 
Ethelburga's your ideal choice as the boarding school for your child. 

Firstly, we understand the needs of service families and seafarers as we 
have been serving their needs for over 80 years. We have experience in 
ensuring your child will settle well, be confident and successful. Our campus 
is safe and away from city centre problems. Secondly, our boarding facilities 
are the best in Europe. Every bedroom has direct dial in/out telephone, voice 
mail, TV/Video (on timer), music centre, hot drink facilities and much more. 
Many bedrooms are ensuite. Our house parents are friendly and caring. 
Thirdly we are a Sunday Times 

Top UK Senior School for GCSE and A-Level results 
UK Top 100 Preparatory School for Academic Results 

We have invested over £17m in new facilities and offer a huge range of 
sports, music, equestrian, and recreational facilities. Over 95% of our 
A-Level students go on to University. Telephone for a prospectus, video and 
details of special 20% Remission. (Email: remember@compuserve.com) 


& 
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Easy to 
get to by 
road, rail & air. 
10 minutes 
from AIM 


QUEEN ETHELBURGA’S COLLEGE 
Thorpe Underwood Hall, York. England. 
Tel: 08707 42 33 30 
Web: www.queenethelburgas.edu 
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^FBH 


have immediate vacancies for the following:- 


HELICOPTER FITTERS 
AVIONIC FITTERS 


to work in 1st & 2nd Line maintenance at Middle Wallop. 

Suitable applicants for these positions will have a 
service background and hold BTEC (or equiv.) in 
aero/electrical engineering. Experience of Lynx and/or 
Gazelle helicopters would be an advantage. 

Salary range: £16,000 - £19,400 pa. 

Applicants should write, fax or 'e' giving full details of experience and 
qualifications and quoting Ref: NN to: 

Mr A Biles, Engineering Manager, Tel: 01980 674314 

FB Heliservices Ltd Fax: 01264 782439 

Middle Wallop, Stocfcbridge e mail: alan.biles@bristow.co.uk 

Hampshire 

SO20 8DY 

FB Heliservices Ltd 

An FR Aviation Group Ltd and Bristow Helicopters Ltd 
_ Joint Venture Company _ 


Are YOU Missing Something Good? 


WANNABE A TECH AUTHOR? 

Take control of your own future by achieving Tech 
5360, the best recognised qualification for technical 
authors. 

Study anywhere, any time, with the College which is 
a Preferred Supplier to the CareersTransition 
Partnership. 

The College of Technical Authorship (Ref NN) 
PO Box 7, CHEADLE, SK8 3BY 
0161 437 4235 crossley@coltecha.com 


POLICE RECRUITMENT 


DEVELOP THE SKILLS 
THE POLICE ASSESS. 
HOME STUDY PROGRAMME 

New Leaf Education 
Tel: 01302 859954 

PO Box 460, DONCASTER l)N4 9XL 
w ww.newleafeducation.fo.uk 


HAVE YOU 
CONSIDERED 
ADVERTISING 
ON OUR 
WEBSITE? 

Now you can reach 
a truly global audience! 

To find out more contact: 

Sheila Thompson 

023 9275 6951 

www.navynews.co.uk 


GOT A COMPUTER? 

Put it to work. 

High earnings p/t or f/t. 
FULL TRAINING GIVEN 
For FREE INFO visit 
www.earn-more4you.bi/ 


P HOTOGRAPH1C 
BUSINESS FOR SALE. 
Established 15 years in 
East Midlands. Low rent on 
lock up double fronted 
property. Turnover approx. 
80 k from Weddings, portrait, 
social and commercial 
combine with good income 
from self owned Mini Lab. 
Asking price £19500. Further 
details on request. 

Tel: 01952 276195 
or 07816220108 


ITS 

NVQ Level 3/4 Management 
OCR Awards 

Can be accredited in part or total 
(depending on expenence and grade) 
Via professional discussion. 

Recent Mtddte/Top Management 
expenence. 

Recent POLC/DOC/NEBSM 
For more information contact. 

Inter Training Services Ltd, 

77-78a High Street. 

Fare ham. P016 7AW 
FreeFone: 0800 975 6250 

Emal: its.farehamOvirgin.net 

Web: www.its-fareham.co.uk 

Inter Training Services Ud will not 
tolerate discnmtnahon ol any kind and 
seeks to remove any turners ttiat do not 
support ttus principle 



ABSENTIA 


Would you like the opportunity of visiting other parts of the country and living in 
our client's homes and coring for their pets? Remuneration is modest, the lifestyle 
is fun and its a lovely way to enjoy retirement. 

We are looking for people with time on their hands able to give at least 8 weeks 
a year house sitting. 

Applicants must be mature, car owners, non-smokers and have a telephone. 

For further information please contact: 

Absentia, Little London, Berden, Bishop's Stortford, Herts. CM23 1 BE 
Tel: 01279 777412 Fax: 01279 777049 
Email: the tegm@home-gnd-pets.co.uk www.home-and-pets.co.uk 


PETTY OFFICER 


MEDICAL ASSISTANT 


CIVILIAN CONDITIONS, MILITARY ACTION. 


With a fleet of 22 ships operating around the world, the Royal Fleet Auxiliary 
supplies and supports Britain's armed forces, particularly the Royal Navy. All our 
ships are crewed by civilians - men and women who want to work to the highest 
possible standards, have a taste for adventure and are keen to make a real 
difference in their day-to-day roles. 

You will be responsible for your ships medical department and for the provision 
of primary medical care. You will also provide input on matters of occupational 
health and will be responsible for first aid training and your ship's medical 
organisation for action and emergencies. 

Ideally, you will have served in the armed forces medical service and possess a 
valid first aid instructor's qualification. 

In return, you'll enjoy a competitive salary and benefits package, including 
generous leave entitlement and a non-contributory pension scheme, as well as 
all the advantages of civilian terms and conditions and civilian accredited training. 

Interested? Please contact, in the first instance, the Recruitment Officer, Office 
of the Commodore. RFA Flotilla, Room F4, Lancelot Building, HM Naval Base, 
Portsmouth P01 3NH. tel: 023 9272 5371. fax: 023 9272 6021 or e-mail us at: 
rfarecruit@gtnet.gov.uk 



INVESTOR IN PEOPI M 



The RFA is fully committed to equal opportunity policies. 


www.rfa.mod.uk 



TRAVELLING FUN CASINO 



• RUN FROM PRIVATE HOUSE IN HAMPSHIRE 

EASILY RELOCATED 

• FUN-ONLY GAMBLING ENTERTAINMENT 
FOR PRIVATE PARTIES. CORPORATE 
ENTERTAINMENT. SOCIAL AND CHARITY 
FUNCTIONS 

• ROULETTE. BLACKJACK. STUD POKER AND 
CRAPS 

• CONSIDERABLE SCOPE FOR PROMOTION 
AND EXPANSION 

• ADVISED TAKINGS OF BETWEEN f60.000 
ANO £70,000 PER ANNUM WITH 
ACCOUNTS/MANAGEMENT FIGURES/VAT 
RETURNS AVAILABLE 

£32,500 to include forward 
bookings, goodwill, 
contacts/agents & equipment 

Details from agents: 

Redwoods, Canon House, 9 Canon 
Lane, Tonbridge, KentTN9 1PP 
Tel: (01732) 367776 
Fax: (01732) 368886 
E-mail: tonbridge@redwoods.co.uk 
Web: www.redwoods.co.uk 


JOBSEMCHERS 


Ready to move on? 

01753 890243 

CVs & Job Search 
for all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 
www.jobsearchers.co.uk 



Butler-Valetschool 

Six extensive weeks course 
commencing 7tli October 2002. 

The school, a presligeous 
mansion in Oxfordshire 
countryside. 

Perfectly trained Butlers can earn 
upwards of L‘24(KK) including 
accommodation and car. 

More information tel. 01993 8X1087 
www.Buthr-Valetschool.co.uk 



NAVY 

Join the 

Naval 
Careers 
Service 

The Director of Naval Recruiting, 
is currently seeking 
RN & RM WOs, 

Senior Rates and SNCOs 
to work as 
Careers Advisers 
at these locations: 


Enlist on a 

Full Time Reserve Service 
(Limited Commitment) 
for employment in a 
specified location 
for 3 years 

with prospects for further 
2 year commitments. 




ROYAL 

MARINES 


FTRS rates of pay 
apply 

(reviewed annually 
and pensionable) 

CA3 £23,016.90 

rising to 

CA1 £29,539.45 

Regular Service Pensions 
will be abated 
so that your total 
remuneration will not exceed 
your basic pay 
on the last day 
of regular service . 


t ^ For further information please contact: 

DNR S03 Support - Lt Tina Gray - PSTN: 023 9272 4359; Mil: 9380 24359 



To advertise on 


ur Recruitment pages Tel: 023 927 25062 or 023 927 24226 
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Recruitment A Business Op portunities ^ 


The Association for Royal Naval 
& Royal Marines Families 

FROBISHER BLOCK, HM NAVAL BASE, HMS DRAKE, DEVONPORT, 
PLYMOUTH PL2 2BG 
TEL:(01752) 555760 FAX: (01752) 555758 
MILITARY: TEL: 9375 65760 FAX: 9375 65758 
E-mail: assocmrmfamilics@lineone.net www.rnrmfa.com 


We are looking to recruit a Chairperson for 
the Association for Royal Naval & Royal Marines Families 
based at Headquarters, Plymouth, Devon. 


We are keen to find a confident, 
articulate and outgoing 
communicator who relishes a 
challenge and demonstrates an 
expertise in negotiating and liaising 
at all levels. A team player who 
would assume responsibility and use 
their own initiative in an 
autonomous role. 


A problem solver and decision-maker 
capable of analysing statistical data 
and in-depth reports. The successful 
applicant will need to be committed, 
focused, non-judgmental and open 
to innovation and positive input. 

An appreciation and understanding 
of the experiences faced by all 
families connected to the Naval 


Service would lx* desirable. If you 
think that you can defend and 
represent the views, concerns and 
rights of families to all concerned... 
...you may lx* the one we need. 

This position will be for 35 hours 
per week with an annual holiday 
entitlement of 5 weeks plus Statutory 
Holidays. Salary will be £21,000 


The closing date for this position is Friday 12 July 2002. An application form and job description can be 
obtained via our website : www.mrmfa.com or by telephoning the Association HQ on (01752) 555760. 
All further enquiries in writing please to: RNRMFA, Frobisher Block, HMS Drake, Plymouth PL2 2BG. 
Interview will be taking place betiveen 2217102 & 26/07102. Previous applicants need not reapply. 




Sponsors ofQinetiQ 1 

- the manned balloon 
altitude attempt 


The future of naval weapon 
systems is waiting for you 


Naval Weapon System Engineers 

Up to £35,000 • Portsmouth 

As a Weapon System Engineer in the Royal Navy, nobody knows more about the realities of today's 
systems than you. Which is why you could be the ideal candidate to help QinetiQ shape the future 
of weapons, sensors and combat systems for tomorrow's ships and use our commercial freedom 
to exploit our expertise in the world market. 

As Europe’s leading science and technology organisation, QinetiQ is in business to tackle complex 
military problems through the development and application of highly advanced technological 
solutions. It’s a brief that calls for unrivalled expertise, a strong desire to break new ground and, 
in this instance, front line naval engineering experience. 

Your role, as part of our Maritime Weapons Systems Integration Business Group, will be to use 
your experience to maximum effect in the development of next-generation Radar systems, 
Weapons systems, Combat systems, Electro-optical devices and Performance modelling. To this 
end, you'll need a proven record of success in weapons, sensors and combat systems engineering 
gained in an operational environment. Clearly, an innovative and imaginative approach is 
essential, as is a willingness to travel. 

In return, we can offer an excellent salary and a comprehensive benefits package, together with 
the promise of a career at the cutting edge of naval technology. 

To apply, please visit www.QinetiQ.com/careers and complete the on-line application form, 
quoting reference FST/011454 and return to JMBennett@qinetiq.com Jon Bennett, FST Human 
Resources, QinetiQ. Building A7, Room 1080, Cody Technology Park, Farnborough GU14 OLX. If you 
have any queries contact Carole Lee, Resource Manager on 023 9233 6105. 

The future has our name on it. 

Will it have yours? 

www.QinetiQ.com/careers 


QinetiQ 



REGISTERED CARE HOME [WITH NURSING] 

GOSPORT 

RGN - Day & Night 

Required to work in 55 bed Care Home. 

If you are enthusiastic, motivated and wish to be 
part of our team contact:- 

The Manager - 02392 510003 


ELECTRONIC 

TECHNICIANS 

Retirement sale of 
specialist electronic 
field service business. 

Established over 25 yrs. 
West country based. 
Average turnover £43,000 p.a. 
High profit margin. 

Price: £20,000 

To include large client list, 
goodwill, spares, equipment, 
training and support. 

Phone: 01752 484144 
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BLACKBURN 

COLLEGE 


Higher 
National 

Certificate ® 
& Diploma 
Study Modules 


Blackburn Cotoge exists to servo the educational, cultural. social and economic needs of the local community and 
to provide further and higher educational opportunities to a local, national and international clientele 


*£Sf * 

\fr: 


E JROPtAN COUL'UMTV 
esap*nSx«Fatd 




Blackburn College, East Lancs Cant/a of Excellence 
Saturn Centre off Challenge Way. Blackburn BB1 506 
Tel: 01254 670381 Fa*: 01254 678958 


A Preferred Supplier to 


CAREER TRANSITION PARTNERSHIP 


BUBO 


bring your 


experience 

Newk* * 
Zealam 


snores 


The Royal New Zealand Navy is New Zealand's 
Maritime Defence Force, based in Devonport, 
Auckland. We protect one of the largest maritime 
areas in the world. 

We are looking for qualified ratings and officers who 
are looking for new challenges, a change of lifestyle 
and who want to be part of the team 
striving to be the best small nation navy in the world. 

^ We are especially looking for 
~ ^ Seaman Watchkoepers 

SpfjT m and Marine Engineers 


^pp(v 


wWw.navy.mTrhz 

email navyjobs@ihug.co ^ 


PNannr 

It's your future . Launch it. 


NAVY NEWS 
ADVERTISING 
RATES 

(exd.VAT) 
as effective from 
1st June 2002 

DISPLAY 

Full Page . . £2,235 

Half Page .. £1,235 

Quarter Page . £699 

S.c.c. (min 3 cm) . £13.85 

CLASSIFIED 

Lineage . 90p per word 

Trade minimum .30wds. 

For Sale, Minimum ....lOwds. 
Box number . £3 

PENFRIENDS 

See details on page 10 

Discounts, Colour Rates. 
Technical Details available 
on request 

Telephone: 
023 9272 5062 
Fax: 

023 9283 0149 

for a full Media 
Pack 

www.navynews.co.uk 
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J □ 

b Sea Cadets 



FOLLOWING our request for pictures of 
Sea Cadets of yore, two of the oldest 
ones out of the attic are reproduced here. 

Southend unit TS Implacable was 
founded by B. Haskell-Thomas’s father in 
1937. The postcard (below) shows the 
band in late 1939 or early 1940 with their 
CO seated in the centre of the front row 
and his son seated on the far right - 
“Naturally I was at sea during most of 
World War II.” 

Seen right are cadets from various units 
across the UK swabbing the decks of 
HMS Foudroyant at Portsmouth in 1945 
or 1946. 

(As reported last November, the oldest 
British warship afloat has now been 
restored to her original state of 1817 und- 
fer her original name, HMS Trincomalee). 

The cadets were studying for PO rating 
- but George Mansfield, of Cambridge, 
who supplied this photo (he’s on the 
right, holding the hose) was not allowed 
to take the course as he had only just 
been rated Leading Seaman. 

Keep them coming! 


THOSE WERE 
THE DAYS! 


J. 


[ PLYMOUTH 1 
t NAVY DAYS 

24-26th August 2002 
25 FAMILY TICKETS 
TO BE WON 

For your chance to win a FamilyTicket for an 
exciting family day out simply answer the ques¬ 
tion below and send your entry to: 

Navy News/ Plymouth 
Navy Days Competition 
Marketing Dept, Navy News, 

HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, 
Hampshire POI 3HH 

Q. What is the name of the former nuclear-powered 
submarine, which will be unveiled at Navy Days? 

Name. 

Address. 


Postcode.. 

Phone No.. 

email. 

The lirst 25 correct entries received well be the winners. All winners will be notified 
by post. (Family tickets are for parentis) and dependent children U16). 
_ The judges decision is final. No correspondence will be entered into. 


London tribute to Boy 
VC Jack Cornwell 


BATTLE of Jutland Boy VC 
Jack Cornwell was remem¬ 
bered at a memorial service 
held at Manor Park cemetery 
by NE London District. 

AC W. Sheeon salutes his 
grave after laving a wreath on 
behalf of the Sea Cadet Corps. 
Cornwell died at the age of 16 
of wounds sustained on board 
the light cruiser HMS Chester. 
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Sea Cadets 






Berkshire 
strikes gold 


FREE SERVICE 




A Naval Charity for all ranks and rates 
in the Royal !>lavy or Royal Marines. 

A source of sound advice and sane 
comment on most matters. 

Provides help on personal finance, 
resettlement and employment on 
leaving. 


If you ever thought: 

'If only I could talk to 
someone!' 

and you can't find the right 
someone, then talk to 
the White Ensign Association 


Contact: 

The White Ensign Association, 

HMS BELFAST, Tooley St, London SE1 2JH 
Phone 020 7407 8658 Fax 020 7357 6298 
office@whiteensign.co.uk 
www.whiteensign.co.uk 


Roebuck 

meets 

Roebuck 

atGuz 

A FIRE fighting demonstration 
was the highlight of a visit to the 
coastal survey vessel HMS 
Roebuck by a party of Sea Cadets 
from Taunton. 

TS Roebuck has a long standing 
affiliation with its namesake unit 
and the Cadets were welcomed on 
board at Devonport Naval Base by 
the ship’s CO, Lt Cdr Adam 
James. 

As well as a full tour of the ship, 
the party also visited the Naval 
Base Museum. 

Said TS Roebuck’s PO Richard 
Packer: “The kids loved the day 
and thought it was fantastic - quite 
a few of them have now decided to 
follow a career in the Royal Navy.” 

HMS Roebuck is one of the 
RN’s hydrographic survey vessels. 
Information obtained from the sea 
bed during survey operations is 
used by the UK's Hyrographic 
Office in Taunton to produce 
Admiralty charts for defence and 
commercial users. 


• Berkshire cadets per¬ 
form before the Queen with 
field gun at the National 
Sports Centre (above) 
while Prince Philip keeps 
an eye on the proceedings 
from the Sea Cadets 9 4 sub¬ 
bus’ (inset). The Royal cou¬ 
ple were visiting Bisham 
Abbey as part of their 
Golden Jubilee tour. 


IT WAS a golden opportunity for Berkshire Sea Cadets to 
shine when they entertained the Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh at the National Sports Centre, Bisham Abbey, 

With field gun crew, 'button boy* and waterborne 
pageant, the Berkshire crew set the pace for the Golden 
Jubilee event and gave their Royal patron a rousing 
reception. 

As the Queen watched cadets perform in the arena, 
Navy man Prince Philip made a bee-line for the sub-bus 
- a now familiar part of the Sea Cadets’ national profile 
on its tours around the country. 

As the Royal party departed aboard their barge, 
Berkshire district officer Lt Cdr Derek Login commented: 
“That was a day to remember for all the cadets taking 
part. I am proud to say they made the most of a golden 
opportunity.” 


Cool way 
to recruit 


‘So hot - wc’rc cool’. That’s the slogan for this year’s Sea Cadets 
summer recruiting campaign - thanks to the generosity of W. H. 
Smith. 


The high street booksellers 
donated a consignment of 
Thermos flasks to kick start the 
recruiting drive, and the slogan 
soon found favour with juniors 
on the campaign trail. 

“The flasks with their eye¬ 
catching logo are just the job for 
getting into schools and giving 
youngsters a taste of Sea Cadet 
life,” said Islington Unit CO Lt 
Cdr Bev Johns. 


“They’ve proved really popu¬ 
lar with our juniors - and so 
refreshing we’re reaching the 
parts other drinks can’t reach!” 

The campaign has already 
received a big boost from the Sea 
Cadet website www.sea- 
cadets.orx with more than 1,000 
young cyber sailors taking the on¬ 
line opportunity to visit their 
local Sea Cadet unit and change 
the virtual into reality. 


THE SEA CADETS 


SO HOT 

s@m. 
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Westland Sea King HAS. 
2, 825 Sqn Royal Navy, 
Falklands campaign 


To Mark the 20th Anniversary of the 
Falklands Conflict and the last flight of 
the HAS 2 (see article on page 19), we 
bring you this fantastic collectors offer. 
Decorated in the 825 Sqn Falklands 
colours, and supplied with a a replica 
of the South Atlantic Medal. 
Scaled at an impressive 1:72 with 
a rotor span of 260mm. 

£49.99 inc p&p UK 
£59.99 inc p&p O/S 







BAe Sea Harrier FRS.I,ZD578 
50th Anniversary of 899 Sqn, 
Royal Navy, 1992 

To mark their 50th Anniversary, the Royal Navy’s 899 sqn 
decorated a number of its Sea Harrriers with a smart 
commemorative blue and yellow trim as shown on the 
limited edition collectors model. 

£29.99 inc p&p UK 
£34.99 inc p&p O/S 


To order simply phone 023 9282 6040 

Or write to -The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 

Portsmouth, Hants POI 3HH 

Or order online at www.navynews.co.uk 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by 
Cheque/International Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank. 

Or for payment by Credit Card/Switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 

Please note: items shown not actual size Please allow 28 days for delivery 
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THE INTRODUCTION OF MERIT- 
BASED PROMOTION (MBP) FOR RM 
OTHER RANKS (ORs) TO THE RMC 

The Royal Marines Corps (RMC) currently 
employs a ‘roster’ system to promote its ORs - a 
similar system to that employed hy the Naval 
Service until three or so years ago. 

Today however, the Royal Navy has a purely 
merit-based promotion system which the RMC 
will adopt for the promotion of its ORs with 
effect from November 2002. 

The difficulty with the present system is that 
once on the roster it is very difficult for a man to 
overtake others who have served longer in a 
given rank but who may not have performed 
quite as well. 

MBP will enable this problem to be negated. 
The concept of ‘adjusted seniority’ (the basis 
for the rosters) will cease to exist, with every 
man being judged on his current performance, 
taking into consideration his potential and his 
experience. 

The introduction of MBP will require a cul¬ 
ture change away from selecting individuals for 
command training, and towards selecting indi¬ 
viduals for promotion once the ranks have been 
trained, i.e.: SELECT (for promotion), TRAIN 
(for employment at the higher rank) and PRO¬ 
MOTE (once rank qualified). 

MBP - The Process 

■ Following the submission of the RORRS 
reports to NMA(WI), Promotion Selection 
Boards (PSBs) will be convened 

■ The ranks selected for promotion at the PSB 
will be placed on the Selection Notification 
Signal (SNS). 

■ The Specialisation Advisers will then priori¬ 
tise onto command and SQ courses those ranks 
on the SNS. 

■ NMA(WI) will load all command courses for 
the next Training Year and send out a Course 
Loading Signal (CLS). 

■ If the rank is successful in both his command 
and SQ courses within the Training Year, he will 
have a substantive promotion date (called the 
Collective Promotion Date - CPD) of 31 March 
of the Training Year in which he qualified. 

Key Dates 

■ End of the annual RORRS reporting period: 
31 Aug 02. 

■ All reports, complete in every respect, to 
NMA(WI) by: 15 Sep 02. 

■ PSBs sit: 1 to 30 Nov 02. 

■ Selection Notification Signal (SNS) pub¬ 


lished: 30 Nov 02. 

■ Course Loading Signal (CLS) published (for 
TY 1 03/04): By 15 Dec 02 approx. 

■ CPD 31 Mar 04. 

SECOND OPEN 
ENGAGEMENT (20E) 

With effect from 1 April 2002, 20E replaced 
the system of LS4,5 and 6 Engagements that the 
Corps has traditionally operated for service over 
22 years. 

The system of awarding 20E remains by 
selection at the renamed 20E Board, the first of 
which sat recently. 

The differences between LS Engagements 
and 20E are as follows: 

■ On 20E ranks remain eligible for promotion. 
On LS Engagements they do not (except for the 
rank of Cpl). 

■ There is a 12 month Notice period on 20E 
instead of the 6 month period on LS 
Engagements. 

■ On 20E ranks remain fully draftable. This is 
the case presently with LS Engagements but is 
emphasised as there is a perception that this is 
not the case. 

Ranks already serving on LS 4, 5 or 6 
Engagements may transfer onto 20E if they so 
wish. 

Applications for 20E will be accepted with 
immediate effect but no 20E Engagements will 
commence before 1 January 2003. 

Men selected for 20E but whose TX date falls 
prior to 1 January 2003 will be awarded a short 
term extension of service to take them to the 
commencement of the 20E term. 

They will then serve the balance of their 5- 
year term on 20E. 

There is no requirement for ranks serving on 
LS Engagements to transfer to 20E if they do 
not wish to do so. 

All ranks considering this route should ensure 
that the appropriate boxes on their RORRS 
Record 3 Appraisal Reports are completed and 
that a written reference to their suitability for 
20E is included in the text of the report. 

PROMOTION IN LAST TWO YEARS OF 
SERVICE 

With effect from 31 March 2003 ranks serving 
on 22-year engagements will no longer be 
barred from selection for promotion in their last 
2 years of service. Ranks presently on 22-year 
engagements with TX dates on or after 1 April 
2003 will be eligible for promotion in their last 2 
years of service. Ranks with TX dates up to and 
including 31 March 2003 will not be eligible. 
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mmer, a number of special events are being organised in South Wales and the Midlands in honour of Nelson. The 
Nelson historian and broadcaster Colin White who has recently been appointed *Director Trafalgar 200 ’ at the 
National Maritime Museum, explains the background to - 


THE NELSON 
TO UR 2002 


S' 

h< 


I N THE summer of 1802 
Britain was enjoying a 
brief period of peace fol¬ 
lowing the Treaty of 
Amiens. Vice Admiral 
Lord Nelson and his friends Sir 
William and Lady Hamilton 
decided to pay a visit to Sir 
William’s estates at Milford 
Haven in south west Wales. 

Originally planned as a private 
trip, it quickly turned into a tri¬ 
umphant progress, as people 
turned out in their thousands to 
cheer the ‘Hero of the Nile’. 
Enthusiastic crowds gathered to 
Ipeet Nelson - often removing the 
lorscs from his carriage to drag it 
through the streets - and special 
civic dinners and other events were 
held in a number of towns. 

This remarkable display of affec¬ 
tion showed how Nelson had 
become a popular hero to his corns 
trymen and women. 

The three friends left Merton 
Place, the house in Surrey that they 
shared, on July 21 accompanied by 
their servants and members of 
Nelson’s family. They called first in 
Oxford where Nelson was ^iven an 
Honorary Doctorate in Civil Law 
by the University. They then trav¬ 
elled west, via Gloucester, Ross- 
on-Wye, Monmouth, Llandovery 
and Carmarthen. 

The journey began badly when 
they called on the Duke of 
Marlborough at Blenheim palace, 
just outside Oxford, only to be 
rudely snubbed and refused admis¬ 
sion. Thereafter, the mood was 
very different: at each of their main 
stops there were enthusiastic 
crowds and hastily contrived civic 
ceremonies. 

They finally reached Milford 
Haven on July 31 and stayed 


almost a week. There were more 
festivities and they inspected the 
new town of Milford and the many 
improvements that were being car¬ 
ried out to the port and surround¬ 
ing area. They then began their 
journey home, this time travelling 
via Swansea and Newport to 
Monmouth, arriving there on 
August 18. 

Knowing that they were coming, 
the small town had arranged a 
scries of events culminating in a 
grand banquet, at which Nelson 
made a stirring public speech. 
Thanking his hosts for their hospi¬ 
tality and for the praise they had 
lavished on him, he said: “In my 
own person I have received an 
overflowing measure of the 
Nation’s gratitude, far more than I 
either merited or expected; 
because the same success would 
have crowned the efforts of any 
other British admiral who had 
under his command such distin¬ 
guished officers and such gallant 


F rom Monmouth, the 
most direct way home lay 
back along the route they 
had come, but, instead 
Nelson and his party now- 
decided to prolong their journey by 
visiting the Midlands. So they went 
on to Hereford, Worcester, 
Birmingham and Warwick before 
ending their tour with a formal call 
on Lord Spencer, formerly the 
First Lord of the Admiralty, at his 
grand house at Allhorp. 

Again, wherever they went 
crowds gathered and special cere¬ 
monies were arranged. By the end 
of the tour, Nelson had been made 
a freeman of half a dozen towns 
and cities and he had repeated his 


Monmouth speech as many times - 
always to great aeclaim. 

It is clear from all the accounts 
that Nelson was perfectly relaxed 
amid all the excitement and was 
good at ‘working’ a crowd, always 
appearing natural and approach¬ 
able. For example, he frequently 
recognised former shipmates in the 
crush and singled them out for per¬ 
sonal attention. 


E ven making allowances 
for the fact that many of 
the formal ceremonies 
were organised by local 
officials keen to capi¬ 
talise on Nelson’s fame, the tour 
was nonetheless a remarkable 
demonstration of spontaneous 
affection. Nelson had already 
enjoyed the adulation of the 
crowds in London, and in the naval 
ports, but this was the first time 
that he had experienced at first 
hand how popular he was with the 
population at large. 

The love shown towards him 
clearly affected him deeply. Shortly 
after his return, he wrote to his 
friend and prize agent Alexander 
Davison. "... the reward of general 
approbation and gratitude for my 
Services is an ample reward for all 
I have done.” 


□ To mark the bicentenary of 
Nelson’s journey, a series of spe¬ 
cial events has been co-ordinated 
by the Official Nelson 
Commemoration Committee at 
Merton (July 20), Swansea 
(August 1), Haverfordwest 
(August 2), Cardiff (August 3), 
Monmouth (August 23-25) and 
Birmingham (August 
September 8). 

The 
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• BEST SELLER: This oil portrait of Nelson by Daniel Orme, based on a best-selling engraving he 
published in 1798 on the first anniversary of the Battle of Cape St Vincent, was sold at Christie's on 
June 19 for £4,000. “An undeniably attractive though much less familiar image of Nelson, this work 
can clearly be regarded as a valuable addition to the iconography of the greatest figure in British 
naval history 


and 


here are also to be special 


exhibitions at the Nelson 
Museum, Monmouth (from 
August 1) and the Museum of 


Worcester Porcelain (September 
14 - November 30). 

Full details of all these events 


are available on the National 
Maritime Museum website at 
www.nmm.ac.uk. 


Trafalgar 'doodle' discovered 


T HE ONLY known hand-drawn sketch by Nelson 
showing the tactics he was to use at the Battle of 
Trafalgar has been revealed at the National Maritime 
Museum and put on public display there. 

The find was made by Colin White during research for the 
Nelson Letters Project - part of the Trafalgar 200 series of ini¬ 
tiatives leading up to the bicentenary of Trafalgar in 2005. As a 
result of this, many unpublished letters have been identified. 

A page of notes in Nelson s handwriting, from a file of letters 
in the Greenwich archive from Nelson to his elder brother 
William, was examined by Colin, Director Trafalgar 200. 

The notes take the form of a list of names and refer to promo¬ 
tions and other favours that Nelson was hoping to obtain for 
some of his proteges, and for men who had served with him in 



HMS Victory during the 1803-05 campaign in the Mediterranean. 

However, it is the reverse of the scrap of paper that caught his 
attention. On it is a very rough sketch and evidence would 
appear strongly to suggest that it is a diagram demonstrating 
the tactics Nelson planned to employ in his next battle. 

A few sketches by Nelson of his earlier battles have survived, 
but each was drawn after the event. This discovery will enable 
visitors to the Museum to see the only surviving detailed plan of 
the tactics for Nelson’s most famous fight, drawn by Nelson 
himself. 

Said Colin: "This is a remarkable find. As I turned over the 
document I was stunned. What makes this discovery so fasci¬ 
nating is that it is not a finished drawing, with every line care¬ 
fully worked out and accounted for. 

"This is a swift doodle, drawn hurriedly by a busy man, to 
accompany an animated verbal description of his ideas. As 
such, it enables us to look briefly over Nelson’s shoulder and to 
catch a faint echo of the excitement that, when they were told of 
the plan, reduced some of the dinner guests in the Victory on a 
late September evening in 1805 to tears, and Nelson's colleague, 
Captain Keats, to stunned silence.” 

Although the paper is undated, the juxtaposition of the names 
suggests that the notes must have been written in 1805 and this 
supposition is supported by an expert analysis of the handwrit¬ 
ing that confirms it is similar to other documents written by 
Nelson in the last years of his life. 

It is likely that these notes were jotted down as an aide mem- 
oire, prior to one of Nelson’s frequent meetings at the Admiralty 
or Navy Board during his period of leave in August/September 
1805. 

The full story of the discovery of Nelson’s 1805 Battle Plan is 
available online on the Museum’s Journal for Maritime Research 
(JMR) @ www.jmr.nmm.ac.uk 

• BATTLE PLAN: Trafalgar sketched out in advance on the 
back of a letter from Nelson to his brother William (left) and 
(right) “It was like an electric shock 9 - Nelson explains his tac¬ 
tics to his excited captains in the great cabin of HMS Victory on 
September 29 1805. From a watercolour by Daniel Orme - who 
also painted the portrait of Nelson shown above 
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Miscellaneous 


www. navy news. co. uk 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

Hand painted on wooden base 6«n x 7in 

£28.10 + £1.40 UK Postage. 
REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36) 

specialist experience over 35 years 

C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 7SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 
email: enquiries@chmunday.co.uk 



Reynolds Sports 

EMBROIDERED Sw ea t e rs, Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts, Caps & Radges I 
PRINTED T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Jackets, Caps & Radges 
and lots more - all from one supplier! MINIMUM QUANTITY ONLY 12 
BFPO Tax Free Service - send for our full price list 

12-13 Croft on Close, Allenbv Business Village, Lincoln LN3 4NT 
Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383 
enquirie.s@rcvnolds-sports.co.uk www - rc . vno *^ s ~sp or Ls.co.uk 


LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
Umdon WC2H 7HA 

TFX 020 7930 1979 FAX 020 79301152 
e mail:rdhmedals@aol.com 
www.rdhmedals.com 


-FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS- 

From own original paintings 



Over 400 available 
Print laminated with canvas texture film 
to resemble an original oil painting 
size 8 m x 16" for €35 plus P&P 
For list please send SAE to: 
SEART. 5 THE CHASE. GOSPORT, 
HANTS P012 3TD 


THE L4STERJV SERVICE MEDAL 

This superb die-struck 
commemorative medal 
is available in Full Size 
— & Miniature to all who 

served in the Near 
Middle & Far East. 

Send s.a.e. for your application form today. 

DPS Awards, P.O. Box 6961 
Bromsgrove, B61 8LA 


EMBROIDERED 

LEISUREWEAR 

Wide range of quality garments. 
Low minimum order. 

Full colour brochure. 

Caps & Printed garments supplied. 

Fret embroidery proof. No origination charge. 
Embroidered Polos from £6.00ea, Sweats Ui.OOea, 
T-shirts iSMea. 

BANANA MOON WORKSHOP 

48, Old Lane, Birkenshaw, Bradford, 
BD11 2JX 

Tel: 01274 688103 Fax: 01274 652524 
www.bananamoon.co.uk 


Navy News 
Own Products 

If you are not satisfied with one of 
our own products sold through this 
paper, simply return it to us unused 
within14 days and we will replace it 
free of charge or issue a full refund 
(including postage) 

This guarantee does not affect your 
statutory rights 


QUALITY 
1 HAND SEWN J 
NATIONAL 
FUGS A ENSIGNS. 

Also Bunting, llandwiring A Table Hags. 
And lcom.ni> $ft x3ft flsgs £739 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 


FLAGS GLOBAL 
Unit C6 Laser Quay, Medway City Est. 

Rochester, Kent ME2 4HU 
Tel: 01634 297708 Fax. 01634 297709 


wsvw.flagsglohal.co.uk 


1WANTED! 

H.M.S. Bell's 

Name Boards & 
Crests, Tread Plates 
Thomas Kerrigan, 

12 Summerhill North, 

St Lukes, Cork IRL 

00 353 214501573 

^ Collector in UK monthly ^ 


, BADGES 
& PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 

SHIPS/SQUADRONS/REGIMENTS/CLUB 
HM Services and custom-made for Clubs, 
Bands, Choirs etc. Blazer buttons, medals, 
ribbons & sundries 
Please send SAE for lists 
THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN 
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane, 
Edge End, Coleford, Glos. GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 
email: pam.lewis9totalise.co.uk 
www.theheraldiccompany.co.uk 


HWANTED!" 

Iron Cannon 

Thomas Kerrigan, 

12 Summerhill North, 

St Lukes, Cork IRL 

00 353 214501573 

^ Collector in UK monthly 




1 EMBROIDERED BADGES 
CUMMERBUNDS.TIES 

Cummerbunds - Silk £25, Polyester £17.50 
, Cap Tallies, and Baseball Caps 
All made to order. 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wall Road, Gwinear, 
Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5HA. 

Tel/Fax: 01736 850724 


Navy News Notice To Readers 

The publishers of Navy News 
cannot accept responsibility for the 
accuracy of any advertisement or 
for any loses suffered by any 
readers as a result. Readers are 
strongly recommended to make 
their own enquiries and seek 
appropriate commercial, legal and 
financial advice before sending any 
money or entering into any legally 
binding agreement. 


LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW FROM THE REIGN 
OF QUEEN VICTORIA TO THE PRESENT DAY 

IN BOTH FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 

WE MOUNT MEDALS READY TO WEAR IN BOTH COURT 
AND SWING STYLE. 

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN IN OUR OWN 
WORKSHOPS. 

ALSO AVAILABLE: BRASS CAP BADGES AND VARIOUS 
VETERANS LAPEL BADGES. GLAZED DISPLAY, 
FRAMES AND LIDDED PRESENTATION CASES WITH 
BRASS EFFECT NAMEPLATES. COMPLETE ENGRAVING 
SERVICE. 

WE CARRY A FULL RANGE OF VETERANS 
COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS INCLUDING: THE 

GENERAL SERVICE CROSS, THE MEDAL FOR 
NATIONAL SERVICE, THE VOLUNTARY SERVICE 
MEDAL, BRITISH ARMY OF THE RHINE MEDAL, 
SUEZ CANAL ZONE MEDAL, MARITIME SERVICE 
MEDAL AND THE GOLDEN JUBILEE MEDAL. 

PLEASE SEND SAE FOR REPLACEMENT LIST AND 
COLOUR BROCHURE, OR TELEPHONE US FOR A 
QUOTE, OUR EXPERTS ARE READY TO HELP WITH ALL 
YOUR ENQUIRIES. A RESEARCH SERVICE IS ALSO 
AVAILABLE. 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL8 1DH. 

Tel: 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723. 
email: chrissy@toadhallmedals.com www.toadhallmedals.com 


THE GOLD WIRE BADGE Co * Military Badge Specialist 


GOLD WIRE BADGES-ALL SUPS ETC Cl 1.00 

WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS E24X0 

STANDARD CARRIERS C3Q.00 

STANDARD CARRIERS MADE TO ORDER 05.00 
GOLD CORDS 8FT FOR STO £20X0 

STANDARD CARRYMG CASE 132X0 

BRASS INSERTS Cl 2X0 

WKTE COTTON GLOVES C4X0 

WHITE COTTON MASONS GLOVES CSJO 

NAVY/BLACK BERETS 6%- 7\ £7.50 

ANY ASSN BERET BADGE £5X0 

RJL A NAVAL DIVISION TIES £10X0 

R>L BOW TIES 0050 

BLACK CUP-ON-nES C5X0 

Royal Marines Pith Helmuts from £75.00 

Officers Cap Badges.£124)0 

Gold Sword Knot £23.00 

Leather Sword Betts.£704)0 

Sword Bags.. £30.00 


RN. BUTTONS LARGE £1X0 SMALL £1X0 

RJL, RAL, RJA WALL PLAQUES rX8“ Cl 8X0 

RACE STICKS £00X0 

WRJLS. STYLE HATS £23X0 

FRCGE MAGNETS MOST SHIPS £2X0 

KEYRINGS 4 MOST SHIPS £1X0 

STANDARD POLE BRASS FVSALS, RHA, RJA C24X0 
MOST ASSOCIATION STANDARDS ♦ PAP £396X0 

BRASS CAR GRXLE BADGE. RNA Cl 0X0 


WtiTER BLOUSONS, BLACK, RNA. H M. £22X0 
NAVY BLUE V-NECK JUMPERS: RNA. RM. £1200 
WHTTE PLOT SHIRTS RNA, RM. £1225 

SWEATSFXFTTS RNA, RM, NAVY, GREY. £15X0 

-SEND FOR FREE LIST- 

all prices include PSP 
11, Dalctmad Drive. She w. lanes. OL2 BJT 

Tel/Fax: 01706 846648 

www.thegotdwirebadge.co.uk 
E-mail:- sales4fthegoldwirebad9e.co.uk 


X 


WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL 
SERVICE LTD 

Specialists in Medals and Medal Mounting. 

56 Broad Street, Sidemnor, Broni.sgrnvr, Worts B61 8I.L 
Tel: 01527 835375 Fax: 01527 576798 



MF2MLS PROFESSIONALLY MOUNTED COURT OR ORDINARY STYLE. 

FULL SIZE RFIPIACFIMKNT AND MINLATURK MEDALS SI Tl*l.I KIT 
MEDALS DISPtAYFID. RIBBOVS AND ACCFSSORIF1S ALSO AVAILABLE. 
SEND SAE FOR IATEST CATALOGUE 


Order online using our secure website Mww.uorcmedals.com 
E-mail us at wms@ worcmedals.com 





'The Gift Shop' 


BRITANNIA ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE 
ROYAL NAVY TIE SPECIAL PRICE.£ 8.50 

BOSUNS CALL Brass & Copper with chain.only £ 6.95 

CUFF LINKS: RN Crown, White Ensign, RM, BRNC.pair £ 7.95 

POLO SHIRT: RN Badge S,M,L,XL... £ 15.95 Submariners gilt brooch_£ 9.95 

EMBROIDERED BADGES: White Ensign, Royal Navy, Union Jack_ea £ 2.95 

LAPEL BADGES: White Ensign, Navy Crown, Royal Marines, BRNC, Sailor, 

Britannia, Submariner, RN Anchor, WRNS, and many others .£ 1.75 

TIES: RN, MN _£ 9.00 FAA, Submarines and others.£11.50 

Prices indude PA P. Cheques payable to "SOOEXHO LTD’. Send SAE for more detailed list 

M COLLEGE SHOP, BRNC, DARTMOUTH, DEVON, TQ6 OHJ. ■— 
w£r TEL 01803 677118 FAX: 01803 834797 (Credit Cards Welcome) 


Military Matters 

It AND EMBROIDERED COLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES & HAND PAINTED 
WALL PLAQUES 

(Select any ship or EA-A. Squadron etc.) 

CAP BADGES, SWORD KNOTS, BAGS AND BELTS, RANK SLIDES AND 
SHOULDER BOARDS, TIES (RN, F.A.A. OR ASSOCIATION) AND BERETS. 
Should there he any item you require which is not shown, please contact us, and we will endeavour 
to help, as wc arc unable to list all the products in our portfolio. 

Whether you are buying for yourself, or a loved one. we will he happy to give you prices 
and quantity discounts upon application. 

Bum Bank I,odgc, Bum Bank. Greenfield, Saddlcworth, Oldham OIJ 7LT 
Tel: 01457 X77010 Fax: 01457 87X499 e-mail:houghton.haiky(*btintrrnet.coni 


REGIMENTAL TIES, bla/er 
Badges. Cuff-Links, Buttons. 
Medals. Cap Badges, Militaria. 
£2.00 for list. Caimcross (Dep. NN), 
31, Belle Vue St., Filey, N. Yorks 
YOI4 9HU. 

www.caimxson.frecserve.co.uk 


To advertise your business call 
023 9272 5062 Sarah Jacobs 
023 9272 4226 Lyn Hodge 
023 9275 6951 Sheila Thompson 


Z£)entworth 

the Ptwterrrs 


High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 
Ship’s Crests, Badges and 
Logo’s to your own designs. 

Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 

Tankard House, 25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield SI 3JA 
Tel: 0114 272 5676 Fax: 0114 272 6651 
salesdwentworth-pewter.com 
www.wentworth-pewter.com 


B 


email: 

website: 


V 


yuidlVHliirrs, 

JF SKYDIVING COURSES 
IN FLOUM 

Freefall Adventures, Florida are happy to 

offor Military Discounted Skydiving Courses for 
beginner to advanced students in beautiful 
Sebastian. Honda. Our Skydiving School is 
British owned and operated. Located on the 
east coast of Honda, this tropical paradise is a 
great place for your skydiving vacation. 

Coma join us for extrema fun in the tan. 


Freefall Adventures, Florida 

400 W Airport Drive. Sebastian. Florida 32951. USA 
Tel:|772) 388 0550-Fax:<772) 581 4468 
Email: skydiveMik@aol.com 
www.Hadventures.com 


No Waffle! 

Quality Clothing at the Right Price. 

Embroidered or Printed, Polo's, 
T-shirts, Sweatshirts, Baseball Capa, 
Sports Clothing, MotorSport 
Jackets, Zippo Lighters, Glassware, 
Silverware, Mugs, ID Badges etc. 
We're your 'One Stop Shop'll 

Im-Press Promotions Plymouth 

01782-316914 

im-presspljrmouth" btconnect.com 
www.impressplymouth.com 

“Use us: the rest 


O f the F leet does” I 


“The/ Garter Company” 

Ladies Qoutery Vetugned/ to- Suit A VL occationA' 

Send your loved one a garter, for Valentines, Anniversaries, birthdays 
or special occasions. 

Ideal as gifts for Ladies's Night's and other Mess Functions 
For details contact: 

The Garter Company 

www.thegartercompany.com 
E-mail: msselsidney@thegartercompany.com 
or. phone 00 44 (0) 23 9264 5752 fax. 00 44 (0) 23 9261 4912 

or write to:The Garter Company, 23 Privett Place, 
Gosport, Hants P012 3SG 

Catalogues and Cd's available of all designs and more! 


CIGARETTE CARDS FOR SALE 

ALL MOUNTED 

50 WILLS Naval Dress 8t Badges 
50 PARK DRIVE History of Naval 
Dress 1930 

48 PARK DRIVE The Navy 

Naval Dress & Badges are split 
into 2 lots of 25 

Tel-02392 692079 £230.00 



GOLDEN JIB I 

COMMEMORATIVE N 

Contrffmtiom i re ad 

to ss\| \ 

CALL FOR DETAILS: 

Bigbury Mint 

01548 830717 

www.highurYmint.cnni 



Ships 

Photographs 

Wright & Logan Li LlSZt 


Royal Naval Museum 
Trading Co Ltd, No 10 Store, 
HM Naval Base, Portsmouth 
P01 3PY 

Tel. 023 9282 6682 

karen@bosunsbooks.com 


Click on Click on 

www.forcesdiscount.com 

Discounts on Services & Products 
For HM Forces + Attached Civilians 
A partnership with you in mind 
www.forcesreunited.org.uk 

www.forcesdiscount.com 


Heaven 

” d & Earth Crafts 


We specialise in 
wedding gifts and flowers 



Exclusive range of candles, 
glassware, soft toys 
and beauty products. 
Yankee candle's 
Arran aromatics 
All available by mail order 


Tel 01505 706430 
or 01505 350416 
mobile 07950 007122 


Party Planners required. 


FORCES REUNITED 

Find your lost forces friends fast, 
even if you can't remember their names! 

% 


Search the largest uk database of 
forces and ex-forces personnel on 
the web, run by ex-forces personnel. 


www.forcesreunitid.org.uk 
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Accommodation*^ 


SUPPORT YOUR CLUBl 



ROYAL SAILORS ,v f 
HOME CLUB \ 

Stdcuive to fixe&eKt ancC loyner ‘Ratacy* 1 
tAe ‘Rayed Tfawf and lOufol TJtavtHeA h 



Accommodation • Leisure Facilities • Bars and Restaurant 

All at attractive prices. 

Private functions catered for by professionals 

Hands to dance and skylark to live music 
most weekends 

Family & Associate membership available 
Now licensed for the Marriage Ceremony 
Royal Sailors’ Home Club, Queen Street, Portsmouth. P01 3HS 
TEL: 023 9282 4231 FAX: 023 9229 3496 
email: sailors@homeclub.fsnet.co.uk 
web site: www.homeclub.fsnet.co.uk 
10ME CLUB - HOME COMFORTS - HOME IN ! 





V 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV. fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl fnend. 

CHARGE PER PERSON - M INI M U M 2 PE RSONS 
WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST - £100.00 WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER - £80.00 
OTHER MONTHS - £70.00 LONG LETS - £60.00 

1st SEPT - 1st JUNE ANY 3 NIGHTS (CONSECUTIVE) - £45.00 
DEPOSIT PER PERSON - £20.00 

CHILDREN 12 YEARS OR UNDER HALF PRICE IF SLEEPING IN THE SAME ROOM AS ADULTS. 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY - OCTOBER. 

MR CURTIS. 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS. 
TELEPHONE: 023 9273 3581 Between 9am - 4pm 

www.garianhouse.co.uk 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms + full 
English breakfast 

Telephone (023) 9282 3522 


Comfortable bed-sit, 

central heating,T.V., own separate 
kitchen, share bathroom, parking 
available, close to Naval Base. 

Suit Naval Officer or 
Naval personel - £70 per week, 
all bills inclusive. 

Please telephone Mary Clarke on 

02392 814003 


GOSPORT 

In the Sunny South 

YOUR WEEKEND BREAK 
B&B 

Comfortable, spacious, newly 
refurbished twin room. 

Choice of Breakfast menu 
£35 per night for 2 persons inclusive 
Close Sea, Ships, Beaches & Shops 
Tel: 023 9258 9713 


SUNRAY 

H T E l_ 

We ere centrally located between the Hoe. Barbtcan 
and City Centre. Within easy walking dtotance of the 
Pmhom letsute Centra. Theatre and retry Port 
All rooms an suite with central heating, 

TV and Tea & Coffee making facilities 
Family rooms available with reduced rates lor under ITs 
Rates from £30 single or £55 double 
with full English Breakfast 
Td 01752 669113 Fax: 01752 268969 
E mil InfoOsunrayhotol co uk www sunrayhotel co.uk 

MALTA, MSIDA. Very central 
Guest room in family house. All 
rooms self catering with excellent 
facilities, TV. en suite. Extremely 
comfortable. Airport transfer, 
reasonable rates. 

Tel/Fax 00?56 21313797 

BARBADOS - Glitter Bay 
Terrace - The best value villa 


To advertise your business with Navy News, call our Advertising Department now! 
Sarah Jacobs 023 9272 5062 • Lyn Hodge 023 9272 4226 • Sheila Thompson 023 9275 6951 


on the gold coast! Sleeps up to 7. 
Available to rent all year round, 
with housekeeper and catering. 
E-mail chbaileyone@aol.com for 
details. 


P ortsmouth 

LADY n 

HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base, 

100 yards from main gate, 

HMS Victory/Mary Rose/ 
HMS Warrior/ 

Museums all on doorstep. 

22 rooms most en-suite, 
singles/doubles/twins + 
family rooms, colour T.V, 
Tea+Coffee facilities, free house 

^ Tel: 023 9287 0505 > 



h' H’ h\ canterbury hotels roup, com 
CANTERBURY HOTEL 
_ SOUTHSEA _ 

RESERVATIONS 023 9229 3136 

- HOTEL RE-OPEN AFTER REFURBISHMENT 

- Book Online - Group Discounts Available 
• Modern Comfortable Accommodation 

- B+B / Room Only 
- OH Road Car Parking 
- B+B from £20 per person per night 
- 20 En-suite Rooms Available 


«/■ a Km nix* 

Osmond Quest Mouse 

42 Tier Street, West 2(oe 

mu ^ 01752 229705 


Bed and Breakfast from £18-£25.00 
Seafront. Courtesy pick-up from 
stations. 4 poster bed. All rooms 
\ CTV. Tea/CofTec making. / 
0Mostly En-suite. Parking, 


CORNWALL Holiday cottage to 

let at Porth, Newquay. Close to 
surfing sandy beach, country walks 
and near to Eden Project. 
Two bedrooms all inclusive prices, 
newly furnished for 2002. 

Tel 01329 846515 



UNION JACK 
CLUB 


Opposite Waterloo Main Line 
Station and ideal location for 
visiting the London Eye, Imax 
cinema and all the attractions 
of central London. 

Wide range of bedrooms 
continually being improved to 
suit all tastes and budgets. 
TV and telephone now in 
all en-suite bedrooms. 

Ask to stay here when visiting 
London on duty. 

For more information contact: 

Reservations Office 
UNION JACK CLUB 
Sandell Street 
London SE1 8UJ 
Tel: 020-7928 4814 
Fax: 020-7620 0565 

e-mail: abo@ujclub.co.uk 


ADJOINING PLYMOUTH 
HOE AND SEAFRONT 

Friendly guest house, CTV’s, 
Tea/CofTee, C.H., mostly en suite, 
T.V. lounge, parking. From £18 p.p. 
Edgeumbe Guest House 
50 Pier Street, West Hoe 
Tel 01752 660675 
E-mail hawton@clara.co.uk 


Confusion led to 
the destruction 


of ill-fated PQ17 


P OI 7 WAS a victim of 
confusion, uncertainty 
and ambition by friend 
and foe. As a result, 153 
seamen died, and more 
than 20 ships - representing 
almost 100,000 tons of 
cargo, more than 400 tanks, 
210 aircraft and 3,300 other 
vehicles - were sent to the 
icy depths of the Arctic 
seas. 

The doomed eastbound con¬ 
voy - those travelling to Russia 
were prefixed PQ, those travel¬ 
ling west were QPs - gathered 
in the Icelandic port of 
Hvalfiord in late June 1942, the 
crews apprehensive but reas¬ 
sured by the promise of consid¬ 
erable escort force. 

These were to include a close 
escort of six destroyers, four 
corvettes, three minesweepers, 
four armed trawlers and two ack- 
ack ships. 

But the convoy was also to be 
screened by a force of four heavy 
cruisers - HMS London, HMS 
Norfolk, USS Tuscaloosa and USS 
Wichita - and three further cover¬ 


ing destroyers. 

And standing well off, spoiling 
for a fight, was a large part of 
Admiral Tovcy's Home Fleet, 
including the aircraft carrier HMS 
Victorious, battleships HMS Duke 
of York and USS Washington, two 
cruisers and eight destroyers. 

This collection of major war¬ 
ships was not directly charged with 
protecting the convoy - instead, 
they were waiting for a sniff of the 
German battlcgroup based on the 
battleship Tirpitz. 

Tirpitz and her consorts slipped 
up the Norwegian coast from 
where she and her consorts could 
wreak havoc on a a convoy - or 
break out into the Atlantic to 
prowl with greater freedom. 

Fears over what the mighty 
Tirpitz could do went to the high¬ 
est levels of the wartime govern¬ 
ment, and she was seen as a crucial 
factor in the war at sea. 

Sinking her would be a major 
victory to the Allies - and Hitler 
was also aware of the conse¬ 
quences of such an action. 

So Tirpitz had to be protected, 
and used sparingly when there was 
even the remotest of threats - and 
the threat provided by an Allied 
carrier was far from remote. 

As POI7 chugged eastwards. 


with one ship already out of the 
group because of an accident on 
leaving Iceland, the cat-and-mouse 
manoeuvres between the two 
groups of heavy warships and their 
controllers began, egged on by the 
political strictures of Washington. 
London and Moscow, who needed 
to see weapons, equipment and 
supplies flowing to the Red Army. 

RAF reconnaissance flights over 
the berth of the Tirpitz reported 
that through breaks in the cloud 
they could sec that their quarry 
had sailed, but their exact position 
was unknown. 

This information rang 
alarm bells in the Admiralty, 
and as a result the Allied 
fleet was put on alert for a 
major engagement. 

Meanwhile, German reconnais¬ 
sance flights were giving the 
German hierarchy an equally 
incomplete picture; reports of a 
task group complete with carrier 
sowed the seeds of doubt, and 
other reports from German U- 
boats which were beginning to 
shadow Convoy POI7 told of carri¬ 
er-borne aircraft in the vicinity - a 
mistake possible caused by the 
sighting of a cruiser’s Walrus. 

At that point safety became 
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paramount - the safety of the 
Tirpitz, the safety of the Allied 
cruiser and destroyer force as a 
vital clement of the proposed 
action - and on the orders of First 
Sea Lord Admiral of the Fleet Sir 
Dudley Pound, PQ17 was ordered 
to scatter and make their own way 
to the safety of a Russian port. 

It is widely believed that Pound’s 
decision - a course of action usual¬ 
ly taken as a desperate last resort - 
was affected by the brain tumour 
which was possibly beginning to 
cloud his judgement, and would 
kill him before the end of the war. 

The ships of PQ17 had already 
beaten back bombing raids from 
German airfields in northern 
Norway, and U-boats were foiled 
by a combination of clear weather 
and calm seas, in which they pre¬ 
sented easy targets, to say nothing 
of the diligence of the escorting 
anti-submarine ships. 

But with the withdrawal of the 
cruisers and the screening destroy¬ 
ers, the gathered ‘ice devils’ U- 
boats were able to shadow the con¬ 
voy with a great deal more ease, 
beaming homing signals to other 
submarines as well as large forma¬ 


tions of bombers. 

The convoy, still with the small¬ 
est escorts (corvettes, armed 
trawlers and AA ships) split into 
several groups, and began to 
spread out seeking the protection 
of bleak islands or the pack-ice to 
the north. 

The stragglers were quickly 
mopped up, as wave upon wave of 
bomners and prowling submarines 
picked them off. 

The German efforts were 
unrelenting, as they were 
looking for a major coup - 
and PQ17 was the prize. 

Ironically, the big German ships 
never showed up. They were only 
hours out of Altcnfjorcl when they 
were recalled, the German Navy 
unwilling to risk their heavy forces. 

And the Allied groups, battle¬ 
ships, cruisers and destroyers, had 
sped away from the convoy, mak¬ 
ing it impossible for them to rejoin 
them - even if they had remained 
together. 

The total destruction of PQ17 
was only prevented by the ingenu¬ 
ity and resolve of some of the mas¬ 
ters and their crews, and the efforts 
of the remaining escorts. 


With ships that were beached 
along the way, or abandoned to 
their fate in mid-ocean, less than a 
third of the starters actually made 
it through to the safety of Russia. 

The fate of POI7 had far-reach¬ 
ing cffects.Thc need to keep the 
Soviets supplied was overridden by 
the need to avoid another disaster, 
described by Sir Winston Churchill 
as “one of the most melancholy 
naval episodes in the whole of the 
war.” 

Summer runs were deemed too 
risky, because foul winter weather 
provided far better cover for slow- 
moving merchant ships. 

POI7 also made an unanswer¬ 
able case for proper air cover - the 
doomed convoy had just a cata¬ 
pult-launched Hurricane to rely 
on. 

With escort carriers alongside, 
the threat of attacks by bombers 
would be reduced, and the chances 
of survival of a U-boat sitting on 
the surface, waiting for their prey 
to hove into view, would have been 
as bleak as the chances of the ncar- 
dcfcncclcss freighters of POI7. 
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Coach is 
Droud of 
iis squad 

Q SHILLINGFOBD is proud of 
the statistics and plaudits 
which his lads have amassed. 

“Six Navy boxers have been 
ranked in six different weight 
categories in the top ten in 
England - and three have 
reached high rankings in the 
latest GB ratings,” said Q. 

“They also won five out of 
seven annual boxing shows.” 

He said the Inter Services 
was a major learning curve, 
with the RN taking another 
step towards competing with 
the Army on equal terms. 

“We were very unlucky in 
some of the points decisions. 
Remember that every Navy 
boxer who entered the ring 
was up against a national 
champion or an international. 

“The Army team are fortu¬ 
nate that their boxers are 
drafted full-time to the boxing 
team from September to May 
with over 40 boxers to choose 
from. However, this does not 
mean we cannot win.” 

There was disappointment 
for the ‘Thin Destroyer’, 

Scottish international Mne Jim 
Cusick (RM Poole), who won a 
second CSBA title, only for a 
broken hand to stop him enter¬ 
ing the national quarter-finals. 

But Mne O’Connell (CTC 
Lympstone) won his quarter¬ 
final with powerful hitting and 
fancy ringcraft. The ‘Irish 
Hammer’ lost 16-14 to England 
international and thrice cham¬ 
pion David Dolan in the semis. 

The Irish Hammer is now 
ranked GB No 4 and is on the 
verge of an England vest. 

Skipper OM Kev ‘Dynamite’ 
Davie (HMS Collingwood) 
retained his GB No 5 ranking 
despite a controversial points 
defeat in the Inter Services, 
while OM Tony ‘H Bomb’ 
Hindley (HMS Ark Royal) is 
ranked GB No 3 and also on 
national selectors’ minds. 

Mne Dave ‘The Hurricane’ 
Tang (RM Poole) lost on points 
to England international CpI 
Dean Frost in only his 15th 
bout, but has made No 11 in 
the all-England ratings. 

Another newcomer to this 
level was MEM ‘Mad Max’ 
Maxwell (HMS Temeraire), 
whose all-action bout against 
twice England novice champi¬ 
on L/Cpl Morrison earned him 
All-England rating of No 12. 

Scottish international and 
England No 7 Mne Kev ‘The 
Baby-Faced Assassin’ Green 
(RM Poole) finished the season 
on a high after being picked to 
star in a documentary filmed 
by Flame TV for Horizon TV 
called Born to Fight, to be 
screened on July 9 at 7pm. 

The 30-minute show will 
cover all aspects of amateur 
boxing within the Royal Navy. 


Boxers take RN club 
to the dizzy heights 


enthusiastic and supportive as any 
association could wish for, and the 
Secretary, Lt Michael Norford, of 
HMS Raleigh, has been with the 
Association through rough and 
smooth and can now enjoy this 
long-awaited success. 

“Lt Norford recently passed his 
International Refereeing Award 
and has already refereed a contest 
at international level. 

“The newly-appointed team 
manager, Lt Brian Hayes, of HMS 
Collingwood, has a keen and pro¬ 
fessional manner which allows him 
to fit in well to the Association. 

“1 would also like to publicly 
thank RN Athletic and Boxing 
Coaching Administrator Steve 
Penberthy, of HMS Temeraire, for 
his hard work and dogged determi¬ 
nation to get both sports within the 
RN to the highest level possible. 

“Steven has been instrumental 
in setting up boxing gyms in every 
naval base in the country, and 
organising coaching courses. 

“Every boxing gym in the 
Service now has an ABA coach. 
Without a doubt, these actions 
have resulted in the success of 
Navy boxing. 

“The establishment and ship 
coaches have been excellent this 
season; all the boxers were well- 
prepared and very well coached. 

“As you can imagine, I pay as 
much attention to the coaches in 
the corner and how they perform, 
as 1 do to spotting new talent in the 
ring, and the corner work has been 
very professional. 

“I am looking forward to next 
season. The squad needed two sea¬ 
sons to shake off the cobwebs and 
get back on its feet. However, it 
will still take early mornings and 
late nights, weekend training and 
total dedication and commitment 
to achieve our goals. 

“The team are already focused 
on winning the Inter Services, 
becoming national champions and 
representing their country. 

“All the boxers have the added 
bonus that the national finals may 
be held in HMS Nelson next sea¬ 
son, as are the Inter Services. 

“The RNBA would like to thank 
all the Commanding Officers and 
Heads of Department for allowing 
the boxers time to prepare for 
their contests. 

“Without their invaluable sup¬ 
port the Association would not 
have achieved the success that it 
lvas done in the past two seasons. 
Many thanks. 

“Remember the RN boxing 
motto: ‘Don’t think you can - 
know vou can'.” 



THE RN Boxing Associa¬ 
tion can now boast being the 
second most successful box¬ 
ing club in England, with six 
boxers nationally ranked. 

Three of them are ranked in 
the GB amateur ratings. 

lt has been more than a decade 
since boxing has been so promi¬ 
nent within Ihe Navy and the ABA 
of England. 

RN boxing coach POPT Q 
Shillingford, of HMS Nelson, 
explained to Navy News how the 
Association has progressed to 
becoming the most successful 
sport in the Senior Service. 

“Dedication,’’ said Q. “Like all 
things in life, if you put in the 
effort and have the commitment, 
then you will achieve. 

“The boxers selected for the 
Navy team lead by example, 
demonstrating a disciplined aware¬ 
ness of both their professional 
Service duties and dedication to 
their mental and physical prepara¬ 
tion to such a demanding snort. 

“All boxers recognise tncy arc 
ambassadors to sport representing 
the Royal Navy. 

“The life of a boxer training for 
a championship can be lonely and 
very tiring. 

“Remember, we have squad 
training weekends, that boxers and 
coaches are expected to attend, 
and all sessions are in the boxers’ 
own time - in and around my day- 
to-day job as a PTI.” 

The normal routine could 
include a morning swim, run 
or track work from 0700 to 
0800, with circuit or weight 
training, or possibly a tech¬ 
nique session, between 1200 
and 13(H), and the days end 
between 1700 and 1830 with 
a boxing gym session or 
sparring. 

“Dieting and early nights 
are also part and parcel of 
being a Navy boxer,” said Q. 

“flic preparation for an 
event is paramount at this 
level of sport; I could not 
even think of putting one of 
my boxers into a contest 
unless he has had sufficient 
time to train and prepare, 
simply due to the high stan¬ 
dard at which the Navy box¬ 
ing team is now competing. 

"The boxing team's suc¬ 
cess is not only down to the 
coach and the team - the 
association as a whole are 
equallv dedicated. 

• Dave The Hurricane' Tang (top) in action. Above, Mne Kev The Baby “Chairman Col David 
Faced Assassin ’ Green (left) and ‘Irish Hammer' Mne Mick O'Connell l leaver, of RM Poole, is as 
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New name 
rises to 
the top 

WITH RN/RM climbing maestro 
Marty Hallct now a plain Mr, a 
new champion was crowned at the 
Naval Service’s indoor climbing 
championship at The Warehouse 
in Gloucester. 

Deployments meant many 
potential competitors were other¬ 
wise engaged, but there were still 
more than 40 competitors. 

The prize for best overall 
climber went to C/Sgt John 
Snowdon (CTCRM), who also 
won the top veteran trophy. 

Other winners were: Up to and 
including VS: Lt Rob Beadnell 
(HMS Collingwood); HVS to El: 
Mne Dave Mustoc (RM Poole); 
E2 and above: C/Sgt John 
Snowdon; Best Female: Mus 
Sandra Jones (RMSm 
Portsmouth); Cotswold Team 
Challenge: CTCRM; Bouldcring: 
C/Sgt John Snowdon; Best Fall: 
AEM Pazy Iqbal (RNAS 
Ycovilton). 

The event was supported bv 
sponsors realscared.com. High 
Places, planet fear, HB Climbing, 
Cotswold Outdoors and EAS. 

For a full report of the event 
and results, see Navy News 
Online. 

Cricket staged 
in US capital 

NAVY personnel have done their 
bit to promote cricket in the heart 
of the United States with a chal¬ 
lenge match in Washington DC. 

Commodore Nick Harris laid 
down a challenge to the NATO 
HO Brits, led by Capl Nick 
Wright, based in Norfolk. Virginia, 
to raise a team of potential Beefy 
Bothams to entertain their 
American cousins. 

The game was staged at the end 
of the annual RN/RM conference, 
also held in Washington. 

Players were impressed by the 
never-ending line of spectators 
throughout the five hour match, 
though it was thought more likely 
the bemused onlookers were actu¬ 
ally uucuing to see the nearby 
Lincoln Memorial and other pub¬ 
lic monuments 

But, with stops for lunch, egg 
sandwiches with crusts - these 
things arc so important to the ex¬ 
pat - the match was played in good 
spirit, and even the interruption of 
the President’s Flight swooping 
overhead did nothing to blunt the 
concentration. 

The British Embassy won by 
two wickets against a side in whicn 
eight of the 11 had not raised a 
cricket bat in anger since leaving 
school - and the onlookers were 
left scratching their heads at the 
antics of what they took to be an 
international baseball team on 
tour from Europe. 



• There has been a welcome double delivery for the Hopkins fam¬ 
ily. Chief AC Taff Hopkins, a celebrated Royal Navy rally driver, 
and his wife POWWTR Tracy Hopkins - a Combined Services and 
Royal Navy badminton player - were thrilled with the birth of their 
first-born, a daughter they named Freya. Shortly after that happy 
event, a little financial bonus was delivered by the Sports Lottery 
- a first prize of £4,000, though the windfall was provided in the 
form of a cheque rather than Mothercare vouchers. 


Skipper Moira retains golf title 


COMMANDER Moira Hoath, Ladies 
captain and stalwart of Navy golf over 
many years duly retained her Navy cham¬ 
pion title at Cumberwell Park Golf Club 
recently, writes Cdr Gary Skin ns RNGA 
Secretary. 

With one or two key players missing, particu¬ 
larly LWPT Wendy Briggs (injured) and 
CPOWWTR Riz Davies (abroad), Hoath was 
not expected to be pushed as hard as she had 
been in the last two years. 

However, CPOWMetoc Carol McMurtry 
(RNAS Culdrose) produced some fine golf in 
finishing just one shot behind. 

McMurtry took the nett prize with a com¬ 
mendable nett 73 - just two over par. 

Lt Cdr Isobcl Kent (DNR), recently returned 
from duties in Australia took the high handicap 
prize with an excellent 33 points. 

The main success of the weekend, during 
which a match was played against the club, was 
that a total of 14 entries were received for the 
championship round, considerably more than 
recent years. 

In the end 11 played, as one withdrew' late for 
operational reasons and two others, travelling 
from Scotland, spent the day at Glasgow air¬ 


port, courtesy of an airline which cancelled their 
flight, eventually getting them to their destina¬ 
tion some nine hours late. 

Of the newcomers, Lt Lauren Hulston (824 
NAS). CPO Lee Poole (890 NAS) and WWTR 
Jackie Lang (Neptune) all look good prospects. 

The match against the club resulted in a 3-1 
win to the home team. 

A couple of weeks prior to the champi¬ 
onships, the Ladies team took on SPNRC at 
Southwick Park and again suffered a narrow 
loss, this time by two points to one; both 
Hulston and Poole played and performed well. 

It is pleasing to report that RN Ladies 

golf appears to be on the up. 

Meanwhile the men’s team travelled north on 
the weekend prior to the Jubilee - and celebrat¬ 
ed a week early. 

At Brunlsficld Links, just outside Edinburgh, 
the team notched up a very noteworthy victory 
against the Lothians Golf Association. 

While not the hosts’ first team, they still pro¬ 
duced some excellent golfers, and the winning 
margin of 11 points to 4 ranks as one of the best 
results against a county for many a day. 

In the morning foursomes only one match 
out of five did not go the RN way, although one 


of the pairs did have to play well to save face. 

The RNGA Secretary was called upon to 
make up county numbers owing to late illness, 
and when he and his partner were three up after 
12 holes, there were some anxious RN faces. 

The RN pair, who remain nameless, did how¬ 
ever recover to win on the final green. 

The afternoon singles were even more suc¬ 
cessful with five wins and four halved matched 
from the ten games recorded by the RN players 

While difficult to single out players. Lt Cdr 
Darryl Whitehead (771 Sqn) had an excellent 
weekend at the top of the order. 

Lt Terry Taylor (RNAS Culdrose) and CPO 
Steve King (Gloucester) teamed up well in the 
morning and both won their singles in the 
‘anchor roles. 

Veteran Cdr Ian Yuill (DNPCP) recorded the 
most convincing win, while Lt Cdr Kevin 
Seymour (899 NAS) achieved a 100 per cent 
record. 

RN links with the club are strong, particular¬ 
ly after last year's very successful men’s champi¬ 
onships there, and once again the members’ 
hospitality was second to none. 

All attention now turns to W’oodhall Spa 
from July 15-19 for what promises to be an 
interesting men's championship week. 
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Rugby squad 
end season 
on high note 
with a win 

The ROYAL Navy Rugby League 
team bowed out of the Scottish 
Courage Cup with a well-earned 
victory over the RAF at RAF 
Halton. 

After defeats by BAR1.A and 
the Prison Service, all involved 
with Navy Rueby League were 
keen to see the team do well 
against last season's Inter Service 
champions. 

A stiff breeze blowing the 
length of the pitch made kicking 
tricky, and once again the men in 
dark blue failed to cope well with 
the kick off and conceded a scrum 
inside the 30-mctre lino. 

The defence held at this first 
attack and made some progress 
before the RAF followed up a well 
weighted kick to touch down 
under the posts, scoring an easy 
conversion to leave the RN trail¬ 
ing 6-0. 

Good work in all areas of the 
team lead to CpI John Greening 
scoring a well-deserved try out 
wide, the try being unconverted. 

The rest of the half was even, 
with a further converted try to the 
RAF leaving the score 12-6 at the 
break. 

The Navy started the second 
half in positive mood, and with the 
slope in their favour uuickly began 
to threaten the RAF line. 

A break from centre field out 
to the left was halted by the RAF. 
but the ball was moved swiftly 
across the field before Mne Simon 
Lock ley forced his way over the 
line under the posts, giving OM 
Whiskey Walker a straightforward 
conversion. 

The try spurred the Navy 
on and, as they grew in con¬ 
fidence, the RAF began to 
stand off the tackles, allow¬ 
ing the Navy to gain ground 
almost at will. 

Another break saw MEA Neil 
Chapman beat the whole RAF 
defence to score a terrific solo try. 

With Whiskey Walker again 
converting, the Navy were now, at 
12-16, in the lead for the first time. 

Pressure was applied to the 
RAF line, and it was not long 
before the visitors scored again 
with a debut try from AEA Danny 
Coffey, who was on as a substitute. 

As the RAF began to press for a 
score to bring them back into con¬ 
tention, terrific Navy defence held 
them at bay until they notched a 
contentious try. which they failed 
to convert. 

With ten minutes left the Navy 
led by four points, by now break¬ 
ing down the attacks of the tiring 
hosts with some case. 

The killer blow was a 35-yard 
penalty, against the wind, once 
again by Whisky Walker, which 
knocked the stuffing out of the 
RAF, taking the score to 16-22 and 
a well-deserved win for the Navy. 

This result is a massive boost for 
the Royals ahead of September’s 
Inter Services competition. 

July is a busy month for RNRL, 
with the annual Inter Command 
championships at HMS Dryad on 
July 3, the first ‘Origin’ match 
between the Western Commands 
and Eastern Commands at 
Burnaby Road (July 18) and the 
Royal Marines v Paras fixture at 
Colchester (July 24). 

Further information can be 
obtained from CPO Keith 
Humpleby on 023 9272 7749 (mil 
9380 27749). 

Squash AGM date 

THE ROYAL Navy Squash 
Rackets Association AGM will 
take place in the United Services 
Portsmouth rugby clubhouse on 
Friday, July 12, starting at 1000. 

All items for the agenda, includ¬ 
ing reports from representative 
team captains/managers and 
Command/area representatives, 
should be forwarded to the 
RNSRA Secretary, Lt Cdr D.M. 
Cooke, at HMS Temeraire by 
Monday July 1. 
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Submariners try life on the roof Down Under 



• Royal Navy submariners try life on the surface during a 
kayak expedition to New Zealand 


WHILE many arc aware that 
‘Submariners go deeper’, Cdr Ian 
Stallion, the Head of the RN 
Submarine School at HMS Raleigh 
decided it was time that he and five of 
his staff tried life on top of the water. 

Cdr Stallion led a kayaking expedi¬ 
tion around New Zealand’s 
Coromandel Peninsula, made possi¬ 
ble by establishing close links with Lt 
Ross Hickey, the RNZN Fleet Sports 

()l I UVI 

The RNZN’s WO Paul Rennie set 
up these links during the annual Long 
Look exchange between British and 
Australian/New Zealand personnel. 

The rest of the kayak team was Lt 


Cdr Chris Warn. Lt Stu McDougall, 
Lt Chris Taylor. WO Dennis Collin 
and CPO Nobby Clarke, and they 
were joined by six Kiwis. 

Previous sea kayaking experience 
amongst the RN contingent ranged 
from none to “not very much", so 
within hours of arrival in Auckland, 
the team were training in the harbour. 

Only one (who shall remain name¬ 
less) reverted to type during capsize 
drills, and tried to get back underwa¬ 
ter. 

The team paddled for approxi¬ 
mately six hours a day and often had 
to camp in the middle of nowhere to 
prepare for the following day. Every 


piece of clothing, food and equipment 
used had to be transported in the 
kayaks. 

After six days, 150 km and numer¬ 
ous aching limbs, the group complet¬ 
ed their task. 

Highlights included catching, 
smoking (and eating) fresh fish and a 
one-night camp in the grounds of a 
Maori school. 

Having been welcomed in tradi¬ 
tional Maori fashion, the submariners 
were able to reciprocate and spent the 
following morning teaching the 
school children the basic principles 
behind the workings of a submarine. 


Trophy double 
for swimmers 


SWIMMERS have scored a notable double 
by taking trophies for the best individual 
and team sports performances of the year. 

The NATO Cup, which dates hack to 1965, is 
presented to the individual in Royal Navy sports 
whose performance during the year has been 
deemed of greatest merit, with consideration 
also being given to the candidate’s record in 
sport prior to the season in question. 

The winner for 2001 was CPOMEA Mike Nolan, 
who joined the Navy in 1990 as a 19-year-old with 
membership of the England U19 squad already on his 
sporting CV. 

He had taken a six-month break to decide whether 
to join the Navy or try for a top-flight swimming career 

- and the senior rate, currently serving in HMS 
Southampton, went for the Forces. 

He has won gold at European level, and four 
medals at almost every Inter Services championship 
over the past 12 years. 

Mike was a key member of the RN swimming team 
which was awarded the Sports Control Board Cup for 
2001. 

The team produced the biggest win in Inter Services 
swimming history, with a winning margin of 39 points 

- only three members of the team did not bag a medal. 

The final haul was eight individual golds, eight team 

golds, four silvers and six bronzes. 

Chief architects of a famous victory were RN coach 
CPO Gary Thomas and Chief Team Coach, cx-Charge 
Chief Sam Wakefield. 



• Second Sea Lord Admiral Sir Peter Spence 
presents the NATO Trophy to CPO Mike Nolan 


And although it was a strong team effort which won 
the day, swimmers such as WO Nick Vaughan. Lt Kev 
Walsh, CPO Nolan, S/Lt Alistcr Witt, OM Ian 
Fairhurst, PO Georgina Essam and many others con¬ 
tributed greatly to the award. 

This is the first time one sport has won both tro¬ 
phies, which were presented by Second Sea Lord Vice 
Admiral Sir Peter Spencer. 


RAF sunk 
at Service 
regatta 



• HMS York hold its own Brickwoods gun run contest while on 
deployment at sea. The *old men' of the CPOs Mess handed out a 
lesson in teamwork to the youngsters, scoring three clear rounds 
and the fastest time of 1m 31s 

Heron rule the roost 
at field gun contest 


THE PRESENCE of a team of 
Army gunners did not put the 
Navy crews off their game plan 
as HMS Collingwood staged 
its annual Field Gun Day 

As well as a khaki entry, teams 
from Abbey Wood and Gibraltar 
entered, making it the first ever tri- 
Scrvicc field gun competition. 

But it was the air station of 
HMS Heron which proved best on 
the day, taking the Brickwoods 
Trophy with a time of 1.22.13, a 
fraction ahead of BRNC 
Dartmouth, who clocked 1.22.18. 

HMS Sultan B managed the last 
penalties - keeping a blank sheet - 


while HMS Heron also won the 
title of Best Fleet Air Arm Crew. 

Collingwood provided the best 
B crew, while their colleagues in 
the A team took the aggregate cup 
as well as posting the fastest time - 
1.19.92. 

Plate 1 went to Collingwood B, 
while HMS Dryad A took the Plate 
2 title. 

The Trainers Cup was won by 
PO Alloway of HMS Heron. 

More than 3,0(X) people flocked 
to Collingwood to see the event, 
and enjoyed a range of other 
entertainment, including an RAF 
Dog display and the Tigers 
Motorcycle Display. 


ROYAL Navy rowing teams have 
notched good wins against Armed 
Forces rivals in the annual Joint 
Services Regatta. 

The Senior Service exerted their 
supremacy over the RAF, beating 
them in every event, and pushing 
the Army hard in many categories. 

MID B. Lipeszki won the 
Novice Single Sculls, closely fol¬ 
lowed down the course by Lts 
Karen Allsford and Lou Thatcher, 
who won the Women’s Open pairs 
race. 

In the battle between the 
Women’s Captain of Boats from 
each Service, Lou Thatcher 
stormed down the course to win 
the Open Single Sculls, well ahead 
of the Army. 

The squads and event was spon¬ 
sored by NAAFI. 

Crews also scored victories at 
other events around the country. 

A coxed four from Thunderer 
Squadron engineering students 
won at Coatc Water park, and at 
the Putney Town Regatta Lt Peter 
Harford-Cross won the men’s S3 
Single Sculls and Karen Allsford 
and Lou Thatcher won the 
Women’s S3 Pairs event. 

Training and regatta racing con¬ 
tinues through the summer; poten¬ 
tial rowers should contact team 
captains Lt Chris Coles (men; 702 
NAS) or Lt Lou Thatcher 
(women, HMS St Albans, 
BFP0399). 


Quality not quantity 


ENTRIES were again at a dis¬ 
appointing level for the RN 
and RM martial arts champi¬ 
onships at RNAS Yeovilton - 
though Royal Marines partic¬ 
ipation was up. 

A total of 35 people 
entered the various events, 
and the competition opened 
with individual pattern/kata 
contest, in which there was a 
vast improvement in entries. 

The team event was won 
by the Royal Navy, led by 
CPO Keith Quigley, which 
narrowly beat the Royal 
Marines team under the 
leadership of WO Tich Eaton. 

The karate kyu grade 
started the day’s sparring 
events, and brought a Royal 
Navy v RM final between 
POPT Paddy Ireland and 
Capt Graham Adcock, the 


Navy man emerging as the 
winner. 

After a short break the 
taekwon-do kup grade spar¬ 
ring began, and standards 
among the 17 entrants were 
high. 

In another RN v RM final, it 
was the Royal who proved 
the better man, with Mne 
Dave Monaghan beating OC 
Paul Guscomb. 

In a small field, Inter 
Services Black Belt champi¬ 
on Mne Andy Lister took the 
taekwon-do dan title, while 
the only two female competi¬ 
tors impressed with their 
performances in karate 
(WEAM Michelle Jensen) and 
taekwon-do (MA Dawn 
Herbert). 

■ For more details, see Navy 
News Online 


Ten go climbing 
in deepest Wales 


A TEAM from the Maritime 
Commissioning Trials and 
Assessment team (MCTA) have 
completed a hill-walking expedi¬ 
tion in Snowdonia 
The ten-strong team began Day 
One in heavy showers, strong 
winds and a temperature at the 
first summit of three degrees C. 

Led by CPO Mac 
McMillan, the team bagged 
four summits over 3,000ft 
on the first day, returning to 
base in heavy rain after 
seven hours walking. 

The second day brought an 
improvement in the weather, with 
only light showers and winds of 20- 
3i)mph. 

But as the first summit was 
approached, the sun disappeared, 
the wind picked up and it started 
to snow, preventing the challeng¬ 
ing leap between the two rock pil¬ 


lars known as Adam and Eve. 

The evening was spent drying 
out in front of a log fire after 
another five wet and cold hours 
out on the fells. 

On the third and final day the 
group split into two, with the 
adventurous types taking the walk 
along the knife-edge ridge of Crib 
Goch at 3,022ft, led by Mac. while 
the more sensible souls took the 
Pyg Track, led by Lt Mandy Miller. 

At least one member of the 
ridge walkers took to all fours. 

Both teams bagged another 
three 3.000ft summits and tackled 
Snowdon before they headed for 
base after seven hours. 

By the time the group had 
returned to Portsmouth they had a 
total of eight ‘Monroes’ (peaks 
over 3,000ft) and the experience of 
almost 20 hours on the mountains 
in all conditions. 
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TWO DIE IN 
HELICOPTER 
CRASH 


Hrst woman 


A RN bomb disposal team 
(SDU 2 at Portsmouth) car¬ 
ried out a controllled explo¬ 
sion of what was believed to be 
a trials torpedo dating from 
around 1000. 

It was located 19 metres under 
The Solent, buried deep into the 
seabed about two miles north of 
Ryde, Isle of Wight. A fishing 
trawler had caught its nets on the 
device. 

Although trials torpedoes arc 
‘dummy’ devices which do not con¬ 
tain explosives, it was decided to 
detonate this one as it caused an 
obstruction to trawlers and fishing 
vessels. It was buried too far 
beneath the seabed to have been 
easily retrieved 

A I km exclusion zone around it 
was in place for about 30 minutes 
while the disposal team blew it up 
with 41b of plastic explosives. 

□ THals torpedoes such as these 
arc not an uncommon find in The 
Solent as Gilkickcr Point off 
Gosport was used as a trials area 
in the late 1800s/carly 1900s. 


A CAPTAIN in the British 
Army has become the 
first woman to win a cov¬ 
eted Green Beret, as 
worn by the elite Royal 
Marines Commandos. 

Capt Pip Tattersall of the 
Adjutant GeneraPs Corps, 
completed the arduous All 
Arms Commando Course at 
the Commando Training 
Centre Royal Marines 
(CTCRM) at Lympstone, 
Devon. 

The course is open to trained 
ranks from all three Services, male 
and female, who wish to serve with 
3 Commando Brigade. 

She passed her Commando 
tests on May 31 and was awarded 
her Green Beret - although that 
ilucs not qualify her to join the 
Royal Marines; qualification for 
the Green Beret docs not auto¬ 
matically confer membership of 
the Corps on the successful candi¬ 
dates. 

Capt Tattersall first attempted 
the course in March last year, but 
was withdrawn in Week 7 of the 
eight-week course. 

Her second attempt in July 2001 
ended when a back injury prevent¬ 
ed her from continuing the train¬ 
ing. 

She returned for a final attempt 
in May, rejoining the course at 
Week 5. 

Her success means Pip is now 
eligible for work in either combat 
support or combat service support 
areas of 3 Cdo Bdc. 

As is traditional, she will contin¬ 
ue io wear her parent unit’s cap 
badge, but on her green beret. 

In order to join the Royal 
Marines, a candidate would have 
i [i tin the Corps as a recruit nr an 
officer, and complete a six-month 
basic training course (for recruits) 
or a year-long course for officers. 

J Five RN personnel have late- 
Iv passed the Commando Course. 
They are Surg Lts Graham Bryce 
(45 Cdo. Arbroath) and Callum 
\rthur (40 Cdo. Taunton). Lt 
Roger Green (42 Cdo. Bicklcigh). 
Lt Steve Clarke (RM Barracks. 
Stonchousc) and MA David Milne 
(Fleet Protection Group, HMNB 
< 3yde. 


9 770028 167085 


Naval base partners 
sign £650m deals 


CONTRACTS for partnering 
services at Portsmouth and 
Dcvonport Naval Bases were 
signed last month by the 
Ministry of Defence, Fleet 
Support Ltd (FSL) and 
Dcvonport Management Ltd. 

The 11-year contract at 
Portsmouth is valued at about 
£350vn for the first five years, with 
the further period being subject to 
satisfactory performance review. 

in addition, FSI < S0-S0 joint 
venture between BAE Systems and 
Vosper Thornvcroft - has secured 
an extension to its RN ship repair 
and maintenance contract .it 
Portsmouth valued at up to £25 
million a year, with potential for 
considerably more. 

In placing the contract with 
FSL, Commodore Paul Boissier, 
Portsmouth Naval Base 
Commander, said: “I welcome this 
partnering agreement wholeheart¬ 
edly. 

“It will do much to increase the 
competitiveness of Portsmouth 
Naval Base as a centre of excel¬ 
lence for ship repair." 

It was a final act by Cdrc 
Boissier in overseeing plans for the 


modernisation of warship support 
at Portsmouth. Promoted Rear 
Admiral, he is succeeded by Cdre 
Amjad Hussain and is now 
appointed NATO’s Deputy 
Commander Naval Strike and 
Support Forces Southern Europe. 

At Dcvonport. where a similar 
deal was made. Cdre Ric Chcadle 
said: “Here we have a long and 
successful track record of working 


closely with DML and this contract 
further cements this important 
relationship. 

“1 look lorward to working with 
DML to ensure that together we 
provide the very best service to the 
Fleet and best value for the taxpay- 

A comparable contract has been 
signed with Babcock Naval 
Services at Clyde Naval Base. 


Two more years for 
widows’ pilgrimage 

VETERANS Minister Dr Lewis Moonie has agreed, at the 
request of the Royal British Legion, to extend the War Widows 
Pilgrimage Scheme by another two vears to March 31, 2005. 

The scheme is administered on behalf of the MOD by the RBL. It was 
introduced in 1985 to provide financial assistance to Service widows 
whose husbands were buried overseas during the period 1914-67. to allow 
them to visit their graves. It pays nearly 90 per cent of the cost. 

So far over 4.000 widows have taken up the offer and demand has been 
such that it has already been extended four times. 

Said Piers Storie-Pugh, head of RBL’s Remembrance Travel service: 
“We are delighted that the Government funding will continue because it 
means so much to the wives of men who died serving their country." 

J Contact Remembrance Travel on 01622 716729/182 for details. 


• Capt Pip Tattersall crosses the 6ft wall during the final stages 
of the All Arms Commando Course at CTCRM Lympstone 


• Lt Cdr Rod Skidmore 


• Lt Jenny Lewis 


TWO aircrew died when a Lynx helicopter from HMS 
Richmond crashed in the Western Atlantic. 


They were the aircraft’s 
pilot, Lt Rod Skidmore, and 
observer, Lt Jenny Lewis. 
Despite an extensive search by 
UK and US ships and aircraft, 
they could not be found and it 
was presumed they had died in 
the accident. 

The other member of the crew, 
an RN photographer, was rescued 
by a US helicopter without serious 
injuries. 

A Board of Inquiry has been 


convened. Lt Skidmore was mar¬ 
ried with two children. Lt Lewis 
was single. The ship’s Lynx flight 
was based at Royal Naval Air 
Station Yeovilton. 


Chosen by most of the world’s elite 
military units, traser watches have 
proven themselves in every extreme 
condition throughout the globe 
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Each traser watch features no fewer than 15 minute sealed glass tubes 
which provide a self-activated light source 100 times brighter than 
conventional luminous dial markings. Each tube is known 
as a traser light and is guaranteed to shine for 10 years... 

...so just because the sun decides to go to bed - you don't have too! 
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For a free catalogue or to place an order telephone *4-4(0)1202 48 77 57 
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Beret 


Green 


earns 


Princely 

partners 


HMS ARK Royal (top) in 
company with HMS 
Sheffield and the 
Spanish carrier Principe 
de Asturias at the end of 
the NATO Exercise 
Dynamic Mix in the 
Mediterranean. 

Asturias’ typical air 
wing would include 
Harrier jets and Sea King 
helicopters, including 
two Airborne Early 
Warning aircraft. 


Early trial 
torpedo 
blown up 
in Solent 
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SUMMER SPECIAL EDITION 




BE SAFE 

WITH 

WATER... 

Did you know? 

Every year, on average, 
over 1,500 children are 
rescued by RNLI lifeboats. 

Make sure you and your 
friends don't have to be 
rescued during the summer 
- remember the four 
point water safety code 

• Spot the dangers 

• Pick up advice 

• Learn how to help 

• Always go together - 
don't go alone 

For lots more information 
log on to the RNLI web 
site at 

www.lifeboats.org.uk 


RINGING 

RESCUE.' 

The RNLI has told us 
about Amanda Kelly 
who got her Dad 
rescued by using his 
mobile phone. 

7 year old Amanda and her 
Dad had been exploring on 
some slippery rocks near 
Whitely Bay in the North 
East. Her Dad slipped and 
hurt his back. He couldn't 
move, so quick thinking 
Amanda got his phone from 
his pocket and rang 999. 
She kept calm and asked 
for the Ambulance service. 
Then she stayed on the 
phone and even guided the 
lifeboat to the right spot. 

Amanda's Dad was taken to 
hospital by helicopter and 
thankfully made a full 
recovery. 

Amanda did really well and 
it just shows that everyone 
needs to know what to do 
when someone is in trouble. 


Well everyone knows 
that fire engines don't 
go to sea! So, what 
happens if a fire 
breaks out on a Royal 
Navy ship? Who fights 
the fire? Who rescues 
people? 

To find out we went to 
meet the Fire Fighting 
Instructors at RN 
NBCD, at Whale Island 
in Portsmouth. 

Whats* NBCD? It stands 
for Nuclear, Biological, 
Chemical Defence and 
Damage Control. 

Who do the Instructors 
train? Every person in the 
Royal Navy who goes to sea 
must pass a Basic Sea 
Safety course. Fire 
fighting is part of that 
important course. All new 
entry trainees spend 2 full 
days learning about fire 
fighting. 

How do they train? At 
Whale Island there's an 
amazing new training 
building. Inside are huge 
units set up just like ships. 
By using computer controls 
Instructors can set off 
fires in any of the rooms 
to make it seem like a real 
emergency. 

Search and Rescue - this is 
one of the exercises the 
trainees must do. They 
must navigate their way 
round a smoke filled room 
and locate a casualty. We 
watched as they put on 
their Fearnought suits, 
these are made of wool and 
protect the body. Then 
they put on breathing 
equipment and got ready to 
enter one of the units. 

To make it very real the 
unit is dark and hot, and 
the masks of the breathing 
equipment are covered 
leaving the trainees not 
able to see much at all. 

In a real fire there would 
be lots of smoke so the 
f irst people to enter that 
part of the ship, called the 


pathfinders, will lay out a 
guideline. Everyone then 
attaches his or her own 
personal lines to the 
guideline. 

We saw the trainees all clip 
on ready to go into the 
unit. There's lots of 
talking, but it's not just a 
good gossip! The trainees 
go in one behind the other 
and it's really important 
that the person in front 
tells the next person what 
they have found and what 
to avoid. 

When a casualty is found 
they are given air to 
breathe. This is done with 
equipment called an ELSA. 
It's a big mask that’s put 
over the casualty's head 
and air is pumped in. Then 
the casualty has to be got 
out into fresh air as soon 
as possible. 

You can't call out the fire 
brigade at sea - so, all of 
the trainees are taught to 
fight fires. As you can 
imagine, on a ship there 
could be all sorts of fires, 
an electrical fire in the 
operations room, a fire in 


How was it? 


We asked Leading Wren Writer 
Gay what she thought of the 
search and rescue exercise. 

She looked pretty hot and tired 
in her suit. 

Tts hard to find your bearings! - 
“I found it very disorientating" 
“You don’t know what’s in there!" 


the mess, a fire in the 
galley or a fire in the 
engine room. 

Anyone finding a fire 
makes sure they raise the 
alarm but they also have to 
start fighting the fire. 
They will be helped very 


quickly by the Standing 
Sea Emergency Party. The 
Party is selected from the 
ship's company and will be 
training all the time in case 
they are needed. 

We think the training 
looked pretty hot and hard 


work but all of the 
Instructors were very 
experienced and were 
always on hand with 
excellent advice. 

A big thanks to Warrant 
Officer McLinn for his 
help with this feature. 
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FOR PEOPLE!! 


No special "rescue" 
edition would be 
complete without 
looking at animal 
rescues. 

All sorts of animals 
get themselves into 
trouble and need 
human help to get 
out of it. 

Sometimes, sadly, 
it’s humans that 
cause the problems 
for animals. 

Let's take a look at just 
a few of the many 
organisations that work 
to "escue animals: 

Swan Rescue Sanctuary 

This is the largest 
purpose built Swan 
rescue centre in the UK. 
It's based in Dorset in 
the South West. 

The centre offers 24 


Born Free 

The Born Free 
Foundation is an 
international wildlife 
charity working with 
compassion to prevent 
cruelty, alleviate 
suffering and encourage 
everyone to treat all 
individual animals with 
respect. Born Free 
believes wildlife belongs 


British Divers Marine 
Rescue 

This voluntary 
organisation was formed 
when, when in 1988, a 
few divers got together 
to help marine wildlife. 
Now it offers a 24 hour 
rescue service to help 
return seals and other 
mammals to sea when 


hour rescue, a large 
sanctuary of 40 ponds 
and lakes, hospital and 
intensive care, 3 fully 
equipped rescue 
ambulances and rescue 
water craft for all 
emergencies. 

Over a normal 12 month 
period the centre 
averages 4.5 incidents 
per day 

every day of the year, 
that's over 1600 
rescues per annum. 

Since opening in 1994 its 
dealt with over 12 
thousand incidents, some 
have been false alarms 
but most were genuine 
where the swans needed 
help. 

For more information 
log on to 

www. swan - rescue. 
fsnet.co.uk 


in the wild and is 
dedicated to the 
conservation of rare 
species in their natural 
habitat, and the phasing 
out of traditional zoos. 

To read more about 
the rescue and 
rehabilitation of some 
amazing big cats 
log on to 

www.bornfree.co.uk 


they are washed up on 
beaches and help in 
other marine disasters. 
The organisation also 
trains Marine Mammal 
Medics. 

To find out more about 
BDMLR's valuable work 


QUICK 

quizes; 

QUIZ ON THE 
WATER 

1. What are the 
nautical terms for 
the left and right 
sides of a boat? 

2. What is the short 
name for the boat 
with inflatable 
sides often used by 
the RNLI? 

3. What is a white 
ensign? 

4. In what city would 
you find HMS 
Victory? 

5. In a boat where do 
you find the bilges? 

6. What river runs 
through London? 

7. In what part of 
the country do you 
find big areas of 
water called lochs 

8. Where would you 
find the Eddystone 
lighthouse? 

9. What sort of boat 
is a Schooner? 

10. What was the 

name of the last 
Royal Yacht? _ 

FIRST 

AID 

FROM 

BBC 

Do you remember the 
excellent TV 
programme 999? 

Well, the BBC has a 
great web site from the 
series. You can look up 
some of the programme 
features but, best of all, 
you can take an 
interactive First Aid 
course. 

Everyone should learn 
First Aid and this is a 
good taster. There's 
lots of info about 
getting more training on 
the site too. 

So log on to 
www.bbc.co.uk 
/health/999 


log on to 

www.bdmir.org.uk 

TOP FILMS... 

...FOR RAINY DAYS 

It's Britain so it won't be sunny every day of 
the holidays!! 

In case you get stuck for something to do here's a 
quick run down of the top movies out this summer: 
Men in Black II - reckoned to be a good follow on 
MIB I, might be pretty gory, it's a PG 13 
Stuart Little 2 - as the trailer says "a little goes a 
long way". What is this tiny animal up to now? 

Lilo and Stich - looks like another cuty from the 
Disney studios 

Scooby Doo - will it be as good as the cartoon? Lets 
hope so! 

Have fun! Don't eat too much popcorn 



Water Quiz Answers 

Unscramble for Action 



1. Port and Starboard 2. RIB 3. A flag 

Answers 



4. Portsmouth 5. The bottom of the boat 

Stretcher, Rope, 



6. Thames 7. Scotland 

Blanket, Torch, 



8. In the English Channel, off the South West coast of England 

Bandage, 



9. Sailing boat with two or more masts 

Telephone, 



10. Britannia 

Helicopter 

> 


i VOLN6 REA6SRS CLUB i 


p. All new members enrolled in the Club will now < 
have Membership that lasts until their 16 th Birthday. 


Members of the club will be able to use their membership cards to obtain discounts on entry to 
many local attractions and events throughout the Year, both in their own locality and nationwide. 
Our new style coupon reflects these changes - see below 


Please enroll me as a member of The Young Readers Club. 

1 enclose a PO/cheque ( t payable to Navy Hews) for: 

£17.50 - Life Membership (*&£) (Includes a copy of Navy Hews for 12 months) 


Name .... 
Address 


Postcode . 

E-mail address. 

.D.O.B. 

.Tel No . 


School attended. 




Joined by: 

Parent □ 

Grandparent 3 

Other 3 

Do you have any 

Brothers □ 

Sisters 3 

Ages 3 

Special Interests: 

Sport □ 
Friends 3 

Music 3 
Reading 3 

Film/TV 3 



Send your completed form, together with a postal order/cheque for £1750 to: 

'Young Readers Club' 

Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH 

call 023 9273 3558 or 023 9282 6040 (24 hr Answerphone) 



L 


We will also accept payment by:- Visa, Delta, Access, Mastercard, Solo or Switch on orders of £5.00 or over 




Your chance to send for a presentation pack of 

ROYAL MAIL STAMPS MARKING THE COMMONWEALTH GAMES' 


In Manchester. On sale from July 16th 2002 





We have 25 of these super presentation packs 
to give away. To enter the draw, send your name, age and address on a postcard marked 
' COMMONWEALTH STAMPS OFFER’ to: 

Young Readers Club, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth POI 3HH 
CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES : 26TH JULY 2002 

The Editor's decision is Final - relatives and employees of Navy News are ineligible to enter. 



We've Turned 
the Search Light on! 

It's shining on... 

PAUL KITCHEN 
Member No. 1336 

Weil done Paul. Send us a photograph of yourself for our 
'Picture Board', and a 'Cool' prize will be on it's way to you. 

Look out for the Search Light every month! 




To 

enter 

this at f 
competition P 
draw and colour 
a picture of either 
a Power Ranger 
or 

Betty Spaghetty 
And you could be 
one of our lucky winners! 


prizes rgg prizes 

TO WIN ESI TO WIN 


To enter send your picture to: The Young Readers Club' 

Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth POI 3HH 

Closing Date 4th August 2002 

The Editors decision is final. Relatives and employees of Navy News are ineligible to enter. 
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Birthday Congratulations} 


Simon Close 
Joshua Davis 
Peter Close 
Damien Karnstein 
Rebecca Youngs 
Joe Hollis 
Alexander Napper 
Charlotte Cooper 
Sophie Luke 
Daniel Desborough 
Veronica Mollitt 
Alex Barker 
James Wafer 
Emma Roberts 
Neil Hamp 
Simone Perren 
Mathew Keir 
Lee Jowle 
Zara Roberts 
Megan Hughes 
David Haselden 


Alex Harrison 
Emma Legg 
Heather Parkinson 
Bradley Hartill 
Daniel Jones 
Adrian Cook 
James Hall 
Martin Phillip 
Darren Pullen 
Andrew Preece 
Sean Riley 
Jacob Harrison 
Lucinda Davis 
Stephanie Ay*on 
Jacob Child 
Kate Sargeant 
Hannah Davis 
Bailey Luscombe 
Aaron Ratford 
Thomas Freeman 
Gary Howe-Sampson 


Capri Childs 

Sarah-Jayne Humphreys 
Phillip Cook 
Harry Hawkins 
Daniel Mercer 
William Salomon 
Phillip Hobbs 
Andrew Hartshorn 
Hugo Hunter 
Jayson Towers 
Charlotte Hook 
Peter Stone 
Megan Andrews 
Nicholas Gazzard 
Roxanne Richardson 
Coelina Burrows 
Emma Jinks 
Andrew Walsh 
Roberta Carroll 
Stephanie Billing 



Thanks to everyone who 
wrote asking to joining the 
Press Gong, we're really 
enjoying all your stories. 
Keep them coming! 

Press Gang member FAYE 
ELLIOT-SAUNDERS 
reports... 

This month's Press Gang 
report comes from Faye 
Elliot-Saunders who went 
on a weekend away with 
the Sea Cadets on HAAS 
Bristol. 

Here are the highlights of 
her report... 


PLACES TO GO, THINGS TO SEE!! 

There's so much to do and see in the school holidays that 
it's difficult to know where to begin! 

The crew at Young Readers' pages has put together a 
whole fistful of great offers for you to use. Don't forget to 
write or e-mail us and let us know what you get up to! 
Here are some dates of some great events you might 
want to put in your organisers 

1-4 July Royal Show, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire - all 
the best things from the British countryside 
5 July Winchester Hat fair, Hampshire - held in the streets of 
Winchester there’s fun to be had by all! 

5 July Tudor Cookery Days, Weald and Downland 
Museum, Singleton, W Sussex - a chance to step back 
into history at this great museum, watch out there may 
be some funny smells! 

7 July British Grand Prix, Silverstone, Northamptonshire - if you 
can't persuade your Dad to take you then catch it on the telly! 

14 July Party in the Park, Leeds, West Yorkshire - held in 
Temple Newsam Park, this is the biggest party in the 
North of England 


14 July Woolacombe Sandcastle competition - if you’re on 
holiday in the West Country held to the seafront in Woolacombe 
for this crazy event. 

14 July Family Coast and Countryside Festival, Souter 
Point Lighthouse, Whitburn, South Shields - a host of 
coastal and countryside activities 

17 July Big Batty Walks, London Wetland Centre,Barnes, London 
check out loads of species of bats 

20 July - 21 July Royal International Air Tattoo, Fairford, 
Gloucs - the biggest military airshow in the world! 

3 August Children's Open Day, Maritime Museum. Ramsgate - 
Lots going on for all the family 

4 August Chester Races and Family Fun Day - an unusual 
day out 

15 -18 August Cutty Sark Tall Ships Race, Portsmouth, 
Hampshire - over 60Tall Ships race into Portsmouth, loads of 
activities in and around Portsmouth Harbour. 

24-26 August Crewe Carnival, Crewe, Cheshire - 2 day 
event with processions, music and fireworks 

24-26 August Great Dinosaur Hunt, Dinosaur Museum, 
Dorchester, Dorset - Fascinating fun and a mystery to solve! 


" I'm fourteen and I have 
epilepsy. I joined the Sea 
Cadets one year ago, my 
illness has never stopped me 
joining in all the activities 
that are on offer to me". 

“We all met at the Unit, TS 
Southampton. It was a wet 
evening as we all packed the 
bags into the minibus and set 
off on our journey". 

“When we arrived a man at 
the entrance of the Navy 
base said the chief had to 
book us all in. The man at the 
base wore camouflage 
uniform and carried a large 
gun". 

“We were shown to our mess 
- there were three bunkbeds 
and our mess was for 40 
girls. It was very cramped 
and small". 

"Always at 9.00 an alarm 
would sound and also a fire 
alarm and an evacuate 
alarm". 

"Saturday morning we went 
through the drill routine 
after breakfast and then in 
the afternoon we spent all 
our time polishing our boots 
and cleaning our uniforms". 

“Sunday morning, and it was 
the day of the competition - 


we were all up at 7.00 and as 
I am always awake I was up 
at 6.30, in the shower and I 
dressed quickly". 

“We put on our best uniform 
and we all looked very smart. 
The armed drill went first 
and we were last to go 
(always save the best to 
last!) I was very nervous - 
we couldn't sit down in our 
skirts because of the risk of 
getting them creased". 

“We did the drill routine, 
when walking off the parents 
cheered. We won the piping 
and the unarmed drill. We 
were over the moon!" 

‘I enjoyed my weekend - it 
was long and hard but I 
can't wait for the chance of 
doing it again one day." 

If you want to read more of 
Faye's story log on to the 
young reader's pages at 
www.navynews.co.uk 

We're still looking for this 
year's Press Gang members. 
All you have to do is write 
Captain Plank a report about 
one of your favourite 
subjects. Your report must 
be no longer than 200 words. 

Write your name and 
address on the back of the 
paper and send it to The 
Press Gang at the Gang Plank 
Club, Navy News, 

HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, 

POl 3HH. 

A special panel of judges will 
read your reports and then 
choose two lucky members to 
go on special assignments. 

So, what are you waiting for? 
Press on with your writing. 











BUY 2 
GET 1 FREE 

Buy any two adult 
passes and 
get the third FREE 

01827 287979 Tamworth, Staffordshire 

www.draytonnnanor.co.uk 

Not valid Bank Holidays, photocopies not acceptable. Only one voucher per person, 
not valid in conjunction with any other offer, car visitors only, coach rates do not 
apply. Valid until Nov 3rd 2002 


Valid from 
23 March to 
3 November 
2002 


Folly Farm, Begelly, 
Kilgetty, Pembrokeshire 
Telephone: 01834 812731 

THIS VOUCHER ALLOWS 

ONE FREE ENTRY 

To members of the Navy News 
Young Readers Club 

Folly Farm the BIG family day out in 
Pembrookeshire 


as* 


01271 882486 


/vv . CHILD FREE! 

Per full paying adult 
The only modern History Theme 
Museum of its type in the World 
Open 7 days a week 10am - 5pm 
Malton, North Yorkshire 
Tel: 01653 697777 

www.edencamp.co.uk 

This voucher is not valid in conjunction with any other offer. Valid until 23/12/02 


BUY 2 
1 FREE 

Buy two passes 
and get 
the third FREE 

01395 233200 www.crealy.co.uk 
Exeter, Devon 

Not valid Bank Holidays, photocopies not acceptable. Only one voucher per person, 
not valid in conjunction with any other offer, car visitors only, coach rates do not apply. 

a Valid until Nov 3rd 2002 


WOOKEY HOLE CAVES 


Combe Martin, North Devon 

Come and see the Best T-REX on the planet 

1 CHILD FREE! 

When accompanied by 2 paying adults 

( l OMII MARTIN ■ I 2m***.m 

:..._ .^v info Line: 

WILDLIFE^ 01271 882486 

DINOSAUR 7 

PARK — 


1 CHILD FREE! 

When accompanied by a 
full paying adult 
Wookey Hole Caves, Wells, 
Somerset BA5 IBB 
www. woo key. co. u k 
01749 672243 

This voucher cannot be used in conjunction with 
any other offer. Valid until 28th Feb 2003 


Not to be used in conjunction 
with any other offer, cannot be 
exchanged for cash. 


Woodlands leisure Park 
Blackawton, South Devon 
Tel: 01803 712598 
All weather fun guaranteed! 
Open daily 9.30 

12% Discount 

Per person (max 6 people) 
Standard price £6.75 
Discount £5.85 


FARMER GILES 

Teffont, Salisbury, Wiltshire 

1 CHILD FREE! 

with paying adult 
Open daily 10am - 6pm 

Ring for Winter opening times 

01722 716338 

www.farmergiles.co.uk 

This vouchor is not valid in conjunction with any other offer. 
Not valid Bank Holidays 


BUY 2 
GET 
1 FREE 


Buy any two adult wristbands and get the third FREE 
Marine Drive, Southport PR8 1RX 
www.pleasureland.co.uk 08702 200204 

Not valid Bank Holidays, photocopies not acceptable. Only one voucher per person, 
not valid in conjunction with any other offer, car visitors only, coach rates do not apply. 

^ Valid until Nov 3rd 2002 

ONEFREE MEMBER' 


when accompanied 
by one full paying 
adult. 


on production of 
this membership 
card 


Open daily 


from 10am 


|( Staunton Manor Farm, Staunton Lane, Whitchurch, Bristol BS14 OQJ 
--- 


TWYCROSS ZOO 

Atherstone, Warwickshire 

01827 880250 


1 CHILD FREE PER CAR 

You will need to take this voucher with you 
when purchasing your ticket 
Valid until Dec 2002. Not valid Bank Holidays 




DINOSAUR ISLE 

DISCOVER, EXPERIENCE & ENCOUNTER 

EXaT"! 1 CHILD FREE! 

,nfo: 01983 404344 

Sandown, Isle of Wight 













































